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COURIER HUB TO 
CREATE 140 JOBS 


TRAFFIC 

Parking restrictions 
on roads by campus 

PARKING restrictions are being brought 
in within weeks for roads near Halesowen 
College’s main campus after the scheme 
was approved. 

Residents had urged Dudley Council 
to tackle problem parking which blocked 
roads, including Newfield Crescent and 
Whittingham Road. 

Waiting bays will be introduced in Whit¬ 
tingham Road, operating from 7am to 
7pm, with a no-waiting restriction in place 
in Newfield Crescent between 10am and 
11am, and 2pm to 3pm. The scheme was 
given the green light on Tuesday. 


Report by John Corser 


A NEW distribution hub open¬ 
ing near Halesowen will cre¬ 
ate 140 jobs by 2019, it has 
been revealed. 

Initially 60 people are being recruit¬ 
ed at the new One World Express site 
at Woodgate Business Park. 

The logistics and e-commerce specialist’s in¬ 
vestment is worth £6 million and in the long 
term involves another 80 jobs. 

It has taken a 100-year lease on the new site 
for £3m and it includes a warehouse and offices. 

With headquarters in Hayes in west Lon¬ 
don, One World Express currently has a work¬ 
force of more than 50 people and a warehouse 
in Hounslow. The hub at the site close to the 
M5 is the first UK 
investment the com¬ 
pany has made out¬ 
side London. 

One World Ex¬ 
press was founded 
as a courier service 
in 1998, targeting 
the African market. 
It has since evolved 
into a specialist 
e-commerce and 
software provider 
for companies and 
consumers across 
the world. 

The trend for buy¬ 
ing goods via websites has boosted significant 
levels of trading with China, now the source of 
the company’s main customers. One World Ex¬ 
press even set up an office in China in 2014 to 
deal with growing consumer demand, and also 
has a base in the US. 

Expand 

Managing director of One World Express, 
Atul Bhakta, said: “We have continually out¬ 
grown our premises since One World Express 
was founded in 1998 and decided in 2014 that 
we needed to expand outside the south-east. 

“Birmingham’s central location and interna¬ 
tional connections - with Birmingham Airport 
offering direct links to our key markets - pro¬ 
vide us with the ideal platform for further ex¬ 
pansion. 

“Although our new site will become a central 
logistical hub for One World Express, we are 
also employing a large number of people in cus¬ 
tomer services.” 

Birmingham City Council, which also owns 
Woodgate Business Park, has assisted One 
World Express with local recruitment through 
its employment and skills service. 

The 5,600 sq metre site at Woodgate Business 
Park has undergone a significant refurbish¬ 
ment, and now includes a double mezzanine 
floor - almost tripling the floorspace. 

One World Express has also invested in its 
technology, with one of its sorting machines 
able to handle over 9,000 parcels per hour. 



Woodgate Business Park, 
near Junction 3 of the M5 


MUSKETEERS PANTO IS ANOTHER STARTIME HIT 



Startime Variety’s Musketeers panto team, from left, Emily Lane, Darcy Grainger, Clive Ditchfield, Gemma Mills and Kate Churchill 


A PERFORMING arts society has wowed the 
crowds in Halesowen with a swashbuckling 
pantomime. 

The Musketeers was written and directed 
by Mike Clifford and staged at the town’s 
Cornbow Hall, in Hagley Street. 

The adventurous antics from Startime Va¬ 
riety provided family entertainment as Clive 
Ditchfield, Gemma Mills and Darcy Grainger 
played the intrepid trio pursuing their quest 
for a treasure. 

Ricky Hammond played D’Artagnan, who 
fell in love with Princess Lottery, played by 


Emily Lane. Other principals included Katie 
Potter, John Pemberto, Kay Churchill and 
Adam Chester. 

Darcy, aged 23 who works at Sandwell 
Academy, said: “I love being involved with the 
society. We’re like one big family. We have al¬ 
ways tried to vary our performances, trying 
our best to appeal to every kind of audience. 

“I’ve been doing it around eight years now 
and it is something I thoroughly enjoy. We 
promise to put on a show people won’t forget 
— they’ll have to drag us off stage we love 
performing that much.” 


“We always look to raise money, and 
change charities each year. We want to raise 
as much as we can to help those who need it 
in the area.” 

The show ran from Wednesday to Saturday 
night including a matinee. 

Approaching it’s 50th year, the society was 
originally called Tenterfield Ladies Club back 
in 1967, and started putting on a variety of 
shows and performing to raise money for local 
charities. It now puts on two shows a year and 
the next will be in the summer. For more in¬ 
formation see www.startimevariety.co.uk 


DRUGS 

Police find £ 58 k 
worth of cannabis 

AROUND £58,000 worth of cannabis 
was found by police at a flat in Hale¬ 
sowen. 

Officers discovered 58 cannabis 
plants in the ground floor property in 
the early morning raid on the address 
at Manor Lane on Saturday. 

Police reported no-one was in the 
building at the time of the swoop and 
no arrests had been made in relation 
to the incident as The Chronicle went 
to Press. Anyone with information can 
call police on 101. 


THREATS 

Hoax callers strike 
again at six schools 

SIX schools in the Black Country and Bir¬ 
mingham have received more hoax bomb 
threats - causing disruption for the third 
week in a row. 

Police said the ‘false and malicious’ calls 
were received on Monday after 8am. Les¬ 
sons were resumed by 10am. 

Oldbury and Bristnall Hall academies 
were threatened for the fourth time, and 
Shireland Collegiate Academy and Perry- 
fields High for the second time. Hall Green 
Secondary School and Edgbaston Girls 
High School faced threats for the first time. 

Last week two 14-year-olds were ar¬ 
rested regarding earlier hoax calls. 
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Manhunt leads to capture of fraudster 



Marvin Campbell - jailed 


A FRAUDSTER convicted of his role 
in a £730,000 fraud has finally been 
captured after a manhunt traced him 
to Halesowen. 

Marvin Campbell, aged 28, was 
jailed for more than eight years in his 
absence last month at Birmingham 
Crown Court. 

Campbell, of Willingworth Close, Bil- 
ston, and Henry Ogunde, 33, of Goode 
Close, Bilston, had approached people 
on the streets of the West Midlands, 
taking them for dinner and buying 
them clothes to gain their trust. 


They used these people as ‘money 
mules’ to set up bank accounts, fake 
companies and move cash for them. If 
those they had groomed resisted they 
were often threatened with violence. 

Those involved were offered up to 
£40,000 for their complicity but in re¬ 
ality, at most, only received a few hun¬ 
dred pounds. Among those targeted 
were unemployed people living in social 
housing or with no fixed address. 

The pair netted £730,000 of fraudu¬ 
lently obtained cash and goods. 

Campbell pleaded guilty to conspir¬ 


acy to commit fraud, two counts of 
concealing, disguising, converting or 
transferring criminal property and pos¬ 
session of articles for the use in fraud. 

Ogunde was found guilty of conspir¬ 
acy to commit fraud, two counts of mer¬ 
chant services fraud, money laundering 
and two counts of possession of docu¬ 
ments for use in fraud. 

The National Crime Agency said 
Campbell was found at an address in 
Halesowen. He had two months added 
to his eight and a half year sentence at 
Birmingham Crown Court last week. 


Move made to block 
bar extending hours 

A COUNCILLOR is trying to 
block a Black Country bar from 
extending its opening hours into 
the early hours of the morning 
over fears of rowdy behaviour. 

Owners of Presley’s Bar in High 
Street, Cradley Heath wants to stay 
open until 1.30am between Thursday 
and Saturday and 12.30am the rest of 
the week. Bosses also want to be able 
to play music until 12.30am between 
Thursday and Saturday and an hour 
earlier the rest of the week. 

But Cradley Heath councillor Julie Webb 
believes allowing the venue to stay open for 
longer would mean people living nearby 
having to put up with noise and trouble. 

The bar, which opened at the end of last 
year on the site of the former Essentials 
store, currenty must close at 12.30am be¬ 
tween Thursday and Saturday and 11pm 
during the rest of the week. 

Measures 

The measures were put in place by coun¬ 
cil licensing chiefs who were concerned 
that people living in flats above the venue 
could be disturbed if the bar stayed open 
for longer. 

Sandwell Council’s environment team 
has also raised concerns about noise im¬ 
pact . 

However, Dean Davis, who helps run the 
bar, insists that residents living in the flats 
do not have a problem with the changes. 

He said: “We have an acoustic sound¬ 
proofed ceiling and Environmental Health 
came and did a sound check. 

“The residents said they were happy to 
live with it and once the TV is on you can’t 
even hear it. 

“What we have clearly stated is we have 
doormen on Fridays and Saturdays and 
that is not on the kind of clientele we get 
in there - it’s more old-school people than 
the young ones.” 

“The music will mostly be background 
music, we don’t want anything heavy. Oc¬ 
casionally we might want a DJ.” 

But Councillor Webb believes the more 
time customers have to drink, the more 
likely they are to be noisy when they leave. 

Councillors are due to visit the site next 
month in order to make an assessment 
about the impact of the later opening. 


Arrest after car crashes into tree 



The wreckage of the silver Nissan Almera which was badly damaged and left on its side in Hawne Lane 


A MAN was arrested after a car 
believed to be stolen crashed into a 
tree and ended up on its side in the 
middle of the road. 

The 21-year-old fled the scene 
but was caught after police scram¬ 
bled a helicopter above Halesowen. 

Officers are still looking for a 
second man who they believe was 
a passenger in the silver Nissan 
Almera at the time of the accident. 


The car was badly damaged and 
left oveturned in Hawne Lane, 
which was temporarily closed in 
both directions. 

Police began searching a nearby 
wooded area after both occupants 
ran away at around 1pm on Satur¬ 
day. 

Two fire crews from Brierley Hill 
were also called out to the scene 
but left at 2pm after helping to 


sweep debris from out of the road. 

Hannah Fitzgerald, spokes¬ 
woman for West Midlands Police, 
said: “A 21-year-old man has been 
arrested on suspicion of theft and 
is currently helping officers with 
their inquiries.” 

She added: “Officers are contin¬ 
uing to search for a second person 
who is believed to have been a pas¬ 
senger in the car.” 


An ambitious 
expansion is 
proposed at 
Hindu temple 

A HINDU temple in the Black Country, 
that is already the largest in Europe, has 
revealed a major expansion plan. 

Ambitious proposals for the 21-acre 
Balaji Temple complex in Tividale have 
been submitted Sandwell Council to 
construct a new building for processions 
and festivals. 

These set out a scheme to construct 
a 15-metre-tall building, which would 
house a festival chariot, and to build a 
processional route around the site off 
Dudley Road East. 

Temple trustee Dr Venkataramana 
Rao said the scheme would ensure the 
temple was better equipped to host some 
of the key Hindu festivals. 

He said: “At the moment we can’t 
keep the chariot anywhere outside be¬ 
cause it’s made of wood - that’s why we 
need this new building. 

“All the temples in India and also 
those in London have chariots and 
places to keep them. It is an important 
part of the worship of Hindu gods, that’s 
why we have a chariot. 

“At the moment the route around 
the temple won’t hold the weight of 
the chariot. The chariots are normally 
pulled by 20 or 30 devotees.” 

The application states: “To accommo¬ 
date a large chariot, the internal floor 
area is 30 sq m and height of the build¬ 
ing reaches 14.9m. Eleven metre tall 
roller shutters have been incorporated 
into the design for easy movement of the 
chariot in and out of the building.” 

Council planners will rule on the ap¬ 
plication in due course. 

History comes 
to life in talks 

A SERIES of talks are being held in lo¬ 
cal libraries. 

The Building Stones of the Dudley 
Area is the subject of an hour-long talk 
by Keith Hodgkins at Halesowen Li¬ 
brary on Wednesday, February 10, from 
2.30pm. Two Blokes, Two Chairs an’ a 
Chap Called John is the title for a talk 
at Dudley Library on February 23 fea¬ 
tures stories, songs and discussion about 
life in the Black Country with Billy Bren 
Hawthorne and John Langford, from 
3.15pm. 

The last February talk, The First 
World War and Stourbridge, by Ken¬ 
neth Wright, is at Stourbridge Library 
on February 26 at 2.30pm. 

Tickets to each of the talks cost £3. 
For further information contact Dudley 
Libraries on (01384) 815560. 

Fast-track course 
for new lecturers 

HALESOWEN College has launched a 
teacher-training course to help poten¬ 
tial lecturers change careers quickly. 
Students can now complete a Diploma 
in Education and Training course in one 
year instead of two at the college, part¬ 
nered by the University of Worcester. 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROMIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

S3 www.ablecarpets.co.uk 

FREEPHONE I 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen 

• Cradley 

• Oldhill 

• Blackheath 


• Hasbury 

• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



Homeclad 



■ • FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 « 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 




• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.foofworkschiropodisfs.co.uk 












































































£25kfund 
to start up 
a scheme 
for traders 

AROUND £25,000 of funding has 
been secured for a project aiming to 
boost investment in Halesowen. 

Campaigners are hoping to set up 
a Business Improvement District to 
fund a range of projects in the town 
centre. 

Public events, clean-up pro¬ 
grammes and improved marketing are 
among projects which could be funded 
through the scheme. 

The BID scheme will see firms join 
forces to create a single company, 
with each member paying a levy. 
Members will then get to decide how 
the money is spent. 

It is estimated that a BID company 
in Halesowen could generate £51,668 
with a one per cent levy and £103,337 
if it is set at two per cent. 

Halesowen BID manager Barry 
Wheeler said he was delighted the 
group had secured the start-up fund¬ 
ing through Dudley Council. 

“We are happy to have this money 
now to allow us to move forward,” he 
said. 

This cash allows business plans to 
be drawn up and a glossy brochure 
is being created to help market the 
scheme. 

Mr Wheeler said he would be hold¬ 
ing meetings with traders this month 
to encourage signing up with BID. 
A majority of members are needed 
to vote in favour of setting up the 
scheme durng a late spring poll. 

A similar scheme is being worked 
on for Stourbridge while a BID team 
is already up and running in West 
Bromwich. 


Registration is 
launched for runs 

THIS year’s Black Country Run will 
take place in Halesowen on Sun¬ 
day, July 3. Registration has already 
opened on the event’s website at 
www.the black countryrun.com and 
this year there will be a 5k family fun 
run alongside the 10k event. 

Last year more than 1,100 runners 
took part in the 10k event organised 
by Halesowen and Rowley Regis Ro¬ 
tary Club. Those taking part in the 
main event and the family fun run 
will help to raise lots of money for 
various charities and good causes. 

The 2015 run raised £23,000 and 
the total amount now raised for char¬ 
ity since the inaugural event in 2012 
is £77,000. 

The 10k race will start at 9am and 
the fun run at 11.30am. 

Beach Boy brings 
his Pet Sounds 

BEACH Boys legend Brian Wilson is 
to play in Birmingham onto mark the 
50th anniversary of one of his band’s 
most famous albums. The Pet Sounds 
anniversary tour visits Symphony 
Hall on March 18. 


White Dee's bags of help for charity 



Dee Kelly helps pack for shopper Francesca Fuidge 


A SUPPORT group hosted a 
celebrity bag packing event at a 
supermarket in Stourbridge to 
raise funds for victims of abu¬ 
sive relationships. 

Dee Kelly, known as White 
Dee, from the series Benefits 
Street backed the group SODA 
(Survivors of Domestic Abuse) 
at their fundraising event at 
Tesco. 

Fundraisers spent two hours 
packing shoppers’ bags and col¬ 
lecting money on Friday, which 
will go to supporting victims. 


The TV reality star first got on 
board with group after speaking 
to founder Sam Billingham on 
Twitter, after he had asked Dee 
for support. 

Dee was won over by the cour¬ 
age shown by Sam, who was a 
victim of domestic abuse, and 
offered a helping hand with the 
fundraising. 

At the event, Dee said: “It is 
an honour that somebody would 
want me to help them with 
something they are so passion¬ 
ate about. She is an inspirational 


woman. I am now a patron of the 
group.” 

Sam Billingham, who set up 
SODA in 2009, said: “I wanted 
to help people in that situation 
and didn’t feel there was being 
offered to put, and so I set up a 
support group. 

“It is amazing really to have 
Dee Kelly on board. I know she 
is really busy but for her to take 
time out to help me is brilliant.” 

To find out more about the 
group visit www.sodahq.org 


South must take its 
fair share of refugees 


WEALTHY southern areas of the 
country should take their fair share 
of Syrian refugees, says Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin. 

The Labour MP said that asylum seek¬ 
ers were overwhelmingly concentrated in 
poorer communities in the North and the 
Midlands, while many richer areas in the 
South had taken ‘virtually none’. 

He said this was putting a strain on public 
services including schools and hospitals, and 
called for a fairer distribution of asylum seek¬ 
ers across the UK. 

Mr Austin was speaking in a Parliamentary 
debate on the resettlement of refugees follow¬ 
ing the Government’s commitment to house 
another 20,000 from Syria. 

Dudley supports nearly half as many asylum 
seekers as the entire South East, he said, while 
wealthy communities represented by the Prime 
Minister and nine other cabinet ministers had 
not taken in a single asylum seeker. 

Mr Austin also said there were 380 asylum 
seekers in all of the areas represented by the 
cabinet - fewer than in either Wolverhampton 
or Sandwell. He highlighted official figures 
showing that the Black Country councils had 
taken in almost as many asylum seekers as the 
South West, South East and East put together. 

Support 

He said: “People in Dudley have always 
played their part in welcoming people fleeing 
persecution abroad, but it’s about time people 
elsewhere did the same. 

“The Government must find a fairer way 
of dispersing people around the country to 
ease pressure on public services like housing, 
schools and the NHS in communities like 
ours.” 

Last year an investigation by The Chronicle’s 
sister newspaper the Express & Star revealed 
that one-in-three asylum seekers were sent to 
the West Midlands. Asylum seekers receive £36 
a week, known as Section 95 support, while 
their application for refugee status is assessed. 

Dudley had 226 asylum seekers supported 
under Section 95, while Sandwell had 695, 
Wolverhampton 645 and Walsall 234. A total 
of 1,800 were housed in the Black Country. In 
the South and East there were 1,843. 

Mr Austin wants to see EU structural funds 
used in areas such as the Black Country that 
face the biggest pressures on public services. 


Anniversary for cancer help group 



Founder Denise Hudson (left), of Stourton, Steve Waltho and Jayne Waltho, with Elaine Crowder, of Norton 


A CANCER support group is cele¬ 
brating its tenth anniversary and 
several successful fundraising 
events. 

The Rainbow Breast Recon¬ 
struction group was formed by 
Denise Hudson and Debbie Bar¬ 
nett who met at a checkout at 
Sainsbury’s in Amblecote and 
found they were both recovering 
from breast cancer. 

Over the years the group has 
helped ladies undergoing breast 


reconstruction following cancer, 
as well as raising up to £60,000 for 
The White House cancer charity 
and Russells Hall Hospital cancer 
unit in Dudley. 

Mayor and mayoress of Dudley, 
Councillor Steve Waltho and his 
wife Jayne, were present for the 
celebration last week along with 
Elaine Crowder from Sainsbury’s. 

Mrs Hudson, who officially 
started the charity in January 
2006, said belonging to the group 


had allowed her to meet inspir¬ 
ing people. She added: “I would 
like to say thank you to everyone 
who has helped us over the past 
10 years. I feel privileged to have 
met some lovely people who have 
inspired me. It is about living 
through cancer and doing some¬ 
thing positive and everyone has 
come together as a community.” 

The group gets together every 
third Thursday at The White 
House in Ednam Road, Dudley. 
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Roadworks alert 
over gas protect 

MOTORISTS face disruption as road¬ 
works that could last up to five weeks 
got under way in Rowley Regis. 

Church Road, from Rowley Village 
to Longmeadow, and Park Avenue 
have been closed for work to replace 
a gas mains. 

The work, which began last week, 
will see traffic from Church Road 
diverted via Hawes Lane, Tippity 
Green, Portway Road and Hanover 
Road. Park Avenue diversions will be 
via Church Road and Newhall Road. 
The work by Balfour Beatty is ex¬ 
pected to finish on February 19. 

UKIP wants more 
female support 

UKIP representative for Upper Gor- 
nal and Woodsetton, Karen Jones, has 
been unanimously elected to take the 
helm as chairman of the UKIP Dudley 
and Halesowen branch. 

Mrs Jones said she was ready for 
the challenges ahead. “The local elec¬ 
tions are just around the corner and 
UKIP is already on the march as we 
fight to bolster our numbers on Dud¬ 
ley Council.” 

She added: “As the branch’s first 
female chairman, I hope to encourage 
more women to stand up for Dudley 
by joining us.” 

Catering student 
gets bursary boost 

A CATERING student from Hale¬ 
sowen College has been successful in 
gaining a £100 bursary from the Gor¬ 
don Sibbald Bursary Fund. 

Daniel McComb, aged 18, was nom¬ 
inated by the college for his enthusi¬ 
asm, hard work and customer care in 
the training restaurant. 

The former Windsor High School 
pupil was one of 30 students around 
the country who were successful in 
getting a bursary from the bursary 
fund. 

Tory candidate for 
crime commissioner 

A FORMER leader of Dudley Council 
has been picked by the Conservative 
Party as their candidate for West Mid¬ 
lands Police and Crime Commissioner. 

Les Jones, aged 60, previously stood 
as the Conservative Police and Crime 
Commissioner candidate at the 2014 
by-election. 

Mr Jones represents Pedmore and 
Stourbridge East on Dudley Council. 

He was also chairman of finance at 
the old West Midlands Police Author¬ 
ity. 

Arena wins venue title 

THE Barclaycard Arena in Birming¬ 
ham won the Best Arts or Entertain¬ 
ment Venue category in the city’s 
2016 Wonders of Westside Awards. 

The winners were revealed during 
the awards night, just a short distance 
from the arena at the International 
Convention Centre. 
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THE BEST OF Sr 

PETERRHODES^^ 

THE Bishop of London suggests that bearded vicars 
may find it easier to “reach out” to Muslims. The snag, of 
course, is that a majority of new priests in the Anglican 
Church are female. A burka, perhaps? 

THE Mad World of Donald Trump (C4) seemed to 
start with a prejudiced title. But the more you watched 
Matt Frei’s hour-long documentary, the more the word 
“mad” seemed appropriate. Donald Trump is triumphing 
because America is scared and wants a new messiah. It’s 
scared of migration, scared of terrorists, scared of things 
that are foreign, alien or not understood. The irony is 
that the perceived solution - electing President Donald J 
Trump - is scarier than anything else. 

BUT let’s not be too sniffy and superior. How many Par- 
is-scale massacres would it take in London, Birmingham 
or Manchester before Trumpery arose in England? 

EMMA Reynolds, Wolver¬ 
hampton MP and former shad¬ 
ow minister, is, like many MPs, 
too young to remember life out¬ 
side the EU (or Common Market 
as we were told to call it). When 
she says leaving the EU would 
be “the worst of all worlds,” 
she is addressing an ageing 
electorate, many of whom recall 
Britain before the 1975 referendum, and 
remember it rather fondly. 

I WONDER if Worcester feels any sense of communal 
shame over the rush by hordes of locals chasing the £33 
million Lotto jackpot. Okay, one or two may genuinely 
believe they have the winning ticket. But Camelot report 
hundreds of claimants, suggesting attempted fraud on a 
massive scale. Oxford is the city of dreaming spires. Is 
Worcester the city of scheming liars? 

A READER shares a gem of a platform announcement 
at Birmingham New Street. It works best in a Brummie 
accent: “Platform Six for the 16:33 to Northampton, 
calling at Marston Green (slight pause) and lots of other 
places.” 



Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Council threaten action 
over unpaid tax of 4p 


A MAN has been threatened with court action 
by Sandwell Council over an unpaid council 
tax bill - of four pence. 

David Burke was staggered when he opened a let¬ 
ter from Sandwell Council urgently demanding he 
pay up. He was even offered the opportunity to pay 
the sum off in instalments. 

The notice warned Mr Burke, from Wednesbury, who 


works for an aerospace com¬ 
pany, that the council would 
begin legal proceedings if he 
did not pay up. 

It also warned him that 
if legal proceedings were 
started in the court then, as 
a result, he would then have 
to meet court costs of £72. 

The 40-year-old said his 
initial reaction to the letter 
was amusement but he be¬ 
came angry when he called 
the council. 

Debit 

Mr Burke pays his coun¬ 
cil tax via direct debit, so 
the full amount should have 
come out of his account au¬ 
tomatically. 

He said: “I phoned them 
up and said ‘look, with the 
cost of sending the letter, 
this is ridiculous’. 

“I said ‘can you explain 
why you have sent me a 
letter threatening me with 
court action for 4p?’” 

He was told it was likely 
there had been a glitch with 
the payment system. 

Mr Burke said: “They will 
always try and blame the 
automated system but the 
system is flawed if they are 


By Richard Guttridge 

going to send me this bill of 
4p with magistrates court 
costs attached.” 

He said he found it incred¬ 
ible a cash-strapped council 
which is trying to save mil¬ 
lions of pounds would come 
after him for 4p. 

“It’s a disgrace. How 
many people have they sent 
these to and been told they 
will have to go to court? 

“For 4p, it’s a waste of 
taxpayers’ money. With all 
the admin costs, they are 
throwing money away doing 
this.” 

Despite the hassle, Mr 
Burke was also able to see 
the funny side. 

He said: “I said I’d had a 
whip round at work as we 
were all really concerned. 

“I offered to pay the 4p 
but they said as a gesture of 
good will they would write 
it off. 

“It cost me £3 to get 
through!” 

Sandwell Council said it 
was investigating. 


Joanne on track in Nashville 



Blues singer and guitarist Joanne Shaw Taylor in action 


BLACK Country blues star 
Joanne Shaw Taylor has ar¬ 
rived in Nashville to record 
her latest album. 

The guitarist and singer 
is writing songs for the fol¬ 
low up to her critically-ac¬ 
claimed 2014 album The 
Dirty Truth, which was re¬ 
corded in Memphis. 

She will also be support¬ 
ing Cannock-born rock 
star Glenn Hughes on his 
US tour. The former Deep 
purple bassist and Black 
Country Communion singer 
starts his solo tour of the 
US on March 2 in San Jose, 
California. 

Joanne, who was dis¬ 
covered at the age of 16 by 
Eurythmics guitarist Dave 
Stewart, will also support 
legendary guitarist and can¬ 
cer survivor Wilko Johnson 
on his next tour 

The Wednesbury-born 
musician will be playing at 
six of the former Dr Feel¬ 
good member’s concerts in 
the spring, from April 14 to 
23, but the most local date 
- at Leamington Spa - has 
already sold out. 

Joanne released her debut 
album White Sugar in 2009, 
played guitar in Annie Len¬ 
nox’s band at the Diamond 
Jubilee concert in London 
and counts Stevie Wonder 
among her celebrity fans. 


College in 
offer to 
meet with 
protesters 

A COLLEGE principal says 
she is willing to hold talks 
with campaigners protest¬ 
ing over plans to build a 
new access road through 
playing fields. 

Dozens of objections have 
been lodged against plans 
by King Edward VI College, 
Stourbridge, to alter access 
to The Green Fields, off 
Love Lane, Oldswinford. 

People living near the 
fields, which are used by 
sports clubs, fear the new 
road could cause congestion 
and parking problems if 
given the green light. 

Campaigners have formed 
an action group and mem¬ 
ber Richard Deakin said he 
had delivered letters to the 
college to highlight concern. 

Efforts 

College principal Rem- 
ley Mann said officials had 
made efforts to reach cam¬ 
paigners and were happy to 
hold talks with residents. 

Miss Mann said: “We 
have received messages of 
support for these proposals 
from many of our neigh¬ 
bours, we are also aware of 
the concerns raised by other 
residents. The Foundation 
Trustees of King Edward 
VI College, who are the 
freeholders of The Green 
Fields, extended an invi¬ 
tation to residents in their 
letter dated January 11 to 
meet with Jeff Caseley, col¬ 
lege site manager, to listen 
to their concerns. To date 
neither Mr Caseley nor I 
have received a request to 
meet with residents.” 


NO GIMMICKS JUST HONEST PRICES AND SERVICE 
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QUEENilBLINDS 
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Mix & Match Vertical 
Blinds Or Roller 


Vertical Blinds 


3 for £100 3 for £79 


72” X 72” 


Up to 72”x 72” 


Roller Blinds 



3 for £119 


60”x 60” 


do Vomtian Roman. Rollor, Vortical, Vwinr, PHratod 

_Flttod within ( days 

—OPEN'S DAYS A WEEKT 
S.30AM TILL 7PM- 



MEASURING^ 
I FITTING 

12 Morlh Grtisrante* Term* A Condition* Apply *• 


Full 

Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 

£189 

Vertical Only 



FREEPHONE 


9 Cherry 


the Qitmate 

KITCHEN MAKEOVER 

The most cost effective way to 

transform your kitchen 

...without the hassle of a traditional 
rip-out and re-fit! 


CaI 0121 285 5155 

07707 435964 wwwjqu^nbatvda.caufc 


tl 
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QCkUJ Hll'£ 
f) GRL4T PRICES 
0 cMA7$fmet 

Call now for your A Yell 
FREE 28-page 
colour brochure or 
directions to your 
nearest showroom on: 

01384 395 799 
0800 633 5337 


07 86311 www.cherry-kitchens.co.uk 


Successful 
Established 
Business For Sale 

Location: Stourbridge/South Birmingham area 
Turnover: £136,500 PA gross profit: £97,000 PA 
Net profit: £65,000 PA Salary up to £67,000 PA 
Sale price: £95,000 terms negotiable 

Years established: 3 with one owner and one part 
time self emplyed staff 

Protected trademark: Well known in UK 
No previous knowledge of the business required 
The company has an established loyal customer 
base with repeat and new buyers and referrals, 
supplies the NHS. Positive cash flow with 
preotected product lines. Large UK wide website 
prescence. Owner retiring after developing 
successful respected business. 

Tel: David 07527 359055 

or email davidstudiol 1 @gmail.com 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. • Flat pack furniture • Curtain and blind hanging 
• Felting sheds • Changing locks 
• Painting and decorating • Putting up shelves 
• Putting in upvc double glazing windows 
• Laying of ceramic/laminate floors • Hanging doors 

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 



GD CI^£Z2Il) 

KTTffiTffr 


pauline@stourbridgecatsT 


www.stourbridge.cats.org.uk ||| 

0844 884 8514 > 





















































School claims GCSE figures 
don't give the full picture 


A BLACK Country school says that official figures ranking it 
as bottom of Dudley’s secondary school league tables don’t 
give a true picture of the its performance. 

Statistics released by the Department for Education (DfE) placed Elmfield 
Rudolf Steiner School bottom of Dudley’s school league tables for GCSE results. 

But school leaders say the figures have been distorted due to pupils studying 
an alternative curriculum that staggers the times when they take exams. They 
- say that last year 77 per cent of final 


Burst water 
main causes 
traffic chaos 

A BURST water main caused traffic 
chaos on a main road in the Black 
Country. 

The Park Road in Cradley was 
closed on Friday afternoon, forcing 
traffic and buses to be diverted. 

The busy road, which connects 
Stourbridge and Halesowen, was shut 
between Colley Lane and Barrack 
Lane at around noon as emergency 
repairs were carried out to the water 
main. Motorists were warned to ex¬ 
pect delays. 

Water could be seen flowing down 
the road three hours after the road 
was closed. 

The closure saw traffic backing up 
in the area. The number 9 bus to Bir¬ 
mingham had to be diverted because 
of the leak. 

It came as another burst water 
main caused problems near West Bro¬ 
mwich town centre. One lane of Trin¬ 
ity Way was closed near the junction 
with High Street at around 3pm. 


year pupils at Elmfield achieved five or 
more GCSEs at A*-C, including Eng¬ 
lish and maths. 

School spokesman Chris Field said: 
“At Elmfield Rudolf Steiner School 
students study the Steiner Waldorf 
curriculum, rather than the National 
Curriculum. 

“This curriculum contains all the 
subjects you would expect such as 
maths, English, science and lan¬ 
guages. From Year 10 students study 
for their GCSEs, whilst continuing to 
study the Steiner Waldorf Curriculum 
until Year 12. As a result of this they 
stagger their exams, taking up to four 
GCSEs in Year 11 and a further four 
in Year 12. 

Majority 

“Our pupils’ GCSE results are con¬ 
sistently above the national average 
with the vast majority of students 
going onto sixth form college and 
university. However, the DfE, when 
reporting GCSE results across the 
country, do not look at our GCSEs 
taken in Year 12. 

“Our pupils have only taken four 
GCSEs at the end of Year 11 so even if 
they have got four A*s they will appear 
to have failed by the DfE’s measure of 
five GCSEs. It is only by looking at the 
results of our Year 12 final year stu¬ 
dents that you get the full picture.” 


Memorial to man who saved 10,000 



From left, Jack Austin, Pete Lowe, Michael Smith, Stephen Higgs, Steve and Jayne Waltho unveil the tree 


MAJOR Frank Foley was known as 
the ‘British Schindler’ for saving tens 
of thousands of Jews from the German 
Concentration camps. 

Now, a tree and plaque have been 
officially unveiled in his adopted home 
town of Stourbridge to remember the 
heroic civil servant, who also worked 
for MI6 in Nazi Germany. 

As a passport control officer at the 
British Embassy in Berlin he helped 
persecuted Jews flee Germany during 
the 1930s by issuing them with vital 
travel documents, many of them chil¬ 


dren. He even hid people in his own 
home as the Nazis started round¬ 
ing-up Jewish families. 

Major Foley, who moved to Stour¬ 
bridge after the war and died in 1958, 
was awarded the Righteous Among the 
Nations honour by the state of Israel 
in 1999. It is estimated that he saved 
more than 10,000 people who other¬ 
wise may have been murdered in con¬ 
centration camps. 

The memorial is now growing in 
Mary Stevens Park after being un¬ 
veiled in front of Foley family mem¬ 


bers, Dudley North MP Ian Austin, 
Dudley Council leader Councillor Pete 
Lowe, and Mayor of Dudley, Council¬ 
lor Steve Waltho, and Jack Austin, 
ambassador for the Holocaust Educa¬ 
tional Trust. 

Major Foley was the great uncle of 
Stephen Higgs who, with wife, Veron¬ 
ica, and cousin, David, are his last rel¬ 
atives. Mr Higgs, who travelled from 
Carlisle, said: “We were obviously 
delighted and touched that Frank was 
going to be remembered in such a way 
in Stourbridge.” 


Dudley Group 
NHS Trust has 
a new boss 

A NEW chairman has been appointed 
at the Dudley Group NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust. 

Jenni Ord, who was previously 
chairman of Health Education West 
Midlands, took over the role from 
David Badger, who stepped down on 
December 31. 

She said: “I’m absolutely delighted 
to take on this new and exciting role 
at a trust where I believe great patient 
care and excellent services are deliv¬ 
ered to the people of Dudley and the 
surrounding areas. 

“The Trust has had an excellent 
year to date with fantastic perfor¬ 
mance in many areas and I look 
forward to ensuring this success con¬ 
tinues and excels further in the future 
through working collaboratively and 
productively with our colleagues in 
health, social care and the voluntary 
sector.” 

A new non-executive director, Ju¬ 
lian Atkins, has also been appointed. 
Mr Atkins has succeeded David Bland 
as non-executive director and will 
be part of the Council of Governors’ 
Strategy Committee. 

Park concert to mark 
Moseley rock milestone 

BIRMINGHAM band Ocean Colour 
Scene are marking the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of their best known album Mo¬ 
seley Shoals with a special open air 
concert in the city this summer. 

Moseley Shoals in Moseley Park is 
planned for Friday, July 15. It will see 
the band, which formed in Moseley 
in 1989, performing songs from the 
album including the major hit River- 
boat Song. Tickets for the concert are 
sale from the www.moseleyfolk.co.uk 
website. 

Ocean Colour Scene, including 
Steve Cradock and Simon Fowler, 
will be supported by Reverend and the 
Makers and The Sherlocks. 



Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath. 
Halesowen B62 9LS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Sunday Closed 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATION* 


Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 
.Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


■YD1LEYME SECURITY UEHY 
SERI0US1Y GUARANTEED HIGH 
SECURITY ON ALL PRODUCTS 

n" T a W 


YDALE 



urdian 


Atmri tool 


ivery window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydaie a ring... 


/ Replace the \ 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year roundy 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Charity, yes 
but wrong 
person to 
promote it 

NOW, I’ve never heard of the charity Sur¬ 
vivors of Domestic Abuse before, but if 
it offers help and support for victims of 
marital violence then it sounds like a very 
worthy cause. 

So why, when it was collecting mon¬ 
ey at Tesco in Stourbridge, did it choose 
“White Dee” Deirdre Kelly from Benefits 
Street to promote its fundraising effort? 
I know we live in a television-obsessed 
age, where anyone who has appeared 
on the small screen is now considered 
to be some kind of celebrity. But does 
somebody, whose main claim to fame 
has been milking the benefits system for 
years on end, really make you want hand 
over your hard-earned cash? Surely they 
could have found a better ambassador. 

□ □□ 

ACTOR Will Smith has spoken to clari¬ 
fy his boycott of last month’s Oscars. Al¬ 
though I’m not sure ‘clarify’ is the word. 

“The media creates the ‘us and them’ 
and for me there is no us and them, it’s 
‘we’,” he said. Don’t really know what he 
is talking about, but might have guessed 
it would somehow be the media’s fault. 

“There’s a regression of America in gen¬ 
eral of separatism ... so for me it’s more 
about putting my hand up and reminding 
my community, the Hollywood communi¬ 
ty, that we have to lead. Diversity is Amer¬ 
ica’s superpower, that is what makes our 
country great, and in Hollywood we have 
to be pushing forward even in a time of 
wider regression.” 

I think that’s luvvie speak for he wants 
Hollywood to ensure all communities are 
represented. And he’s right. 

This year’s Oscars nominations were 
a disgrace. Ten categories, 221 nomi¬ 
nations, and all from the same narrow 
group. 

Not a single actor from the Black 
Country. I definitely won’t be attending 
next year. 

□ □□ 

BUT seriously though, amid all the eu¬ 
logies to Sir Terry Wogan, the one com¬ 
ment that stood out was that he was the 
man who introduced ‘the accent’ to the 
airwaves. 

Unashamedly proud of his Irishness, 
Wogan himself said his distinctive voice 
gave him a “classlessness” which meant 
he couldn’t be pigeon-holed. 

If only we were so enlightened when 
it comes to domestic accents. Sad¬ 
ly though, almost exactly half a century 
since he joined the BBC, there is still a 
perception that anybody with a Midland 
accent - regardless of their social back¬ 
ground or educational achievement - is a 
figure of fun, okay for stand-up or playing 
the dimwit in sitcoms, but lacking author¬ 
ity when it comes to the serious stuff. 

Want to do the difficult stuff? Better 
fake a Home Counties accent, old boy. 

Clearly, some accents are more class¬ 
less than others. 



Cubs tuck into fish and chip at the Black Country Living Museum Explorers — the youngsters run through the museum’s streets Eyes love cupcakes, says Georgie Young during the day out 


Cubs get together 
to mark 100 years 



More than 1,000 Cub Scouts 
descended upon the Black 
Country Living Museum, 

NICK HUMPHREYS reports 

MORE than 1,250 youngsters and 
leaders descended on the Black 
Country Living Museum to cele¬ 
brate 100 years of Cub Scouts. 

Dubbed The Wildest Birthday Party 
Ever, children from across the region 
enjoyed an action-packed day out at the 
museum, with boat rides, a visit to the 
school and trip down a mine. 

The event on Sunday, January 24, kicked off 
proceedings for the organisation’s centenary 
year celebrations. 

Mark Bache, assistant county commissioner 
for the West Mercia Cub Scouts, has been in¬ 
volved with cubs for more than 30 years. 

He believes that despite the amount of 
games and gadgets available to youngsters 
nowadays, cubs is still as strong an institution 
as ever, and offers essential learning, fun and 
adventure for children. He said: “We’ve had 
lots of things going on and we’ve kicked things 
off with a bit of a party. 

“They had a tour of the museum, they went 
in the school, in the mine, they have done all 
of it. 

Adventure 

“For me, it’s about giving young people fun 
and adventure. We do all sorts of activities. 
The weather was a bit overcast but it was been 
warm enough for us and stayed dry which was 
the main thing. 

“It was fantastic, the kids had a brilliant 
time and it was a great way to start our cen¬ 
tenary year. 

“We have our County Camp in July, which 
is called Jungle Jam 100, and there will be lots 
of different events at local clubs over the year. 

“Our activities will finish for the year on 
December 16, when we’ll be renewing the 
promise.” 

He added: “Scouting is the West Midlands 


is huge and we do some amazing things. We 
have also teamed up with Dudley Canal Trust 
and are taking 800 young people and adult vol¬ 
unteers through the tunnels under Dudley.” 

Alex Peace-Gadsby, chief commissioner for 
England, hopes the centenary celebrations 


draw attention to the cubs, and inspire more 
youngsters to get involved. 

She said: “So many great things are already 
in place. We’ve got some fantastic partners 
providing days out for cubs across the UK and 
there’s a brilliant new website packed full of 


resources to help make it an unforgettable 
year. 

“By our reckoning, there will be more than 
5,000 thanks events, adventure camps and 
Promise parties. 

“The anniversary represents both an oppor¬ 
tunity and a challenge. It’s a great opportunity 
to inspire young people to stay to the very end 
of cubs and make the jump into Scouts. 

“I’m so impressed and grateful at the way 
volunteers are using the year to provide an 
even more adventurous programme for our 
young people, with plenty of opportunities for 
camping and sleepovers - exactly the sort of 
thing that keeps cubs coming back for more. 

“Whatever we do for CubslOO, we mustn’t 
let this opportunity pass us by. 

“Rather than celebrate behind closed doors 
we need to give the world a taste of the spe¬ 
cial fun, magic and optimism that has made 
cubs such an incredible success over the last 
100 years.” 

There are around 150,000 cubs aged be¬ 
tween eight and 10 in the UK. 

Cubs forms the middle section of a Scout 
group, with the Beaver colony below and the 
Scout troop above. 

There are seven challenge awards in 
scouting, with categories being Outdoor and 
Adventure, Beliefs and Attitudes, Commu¬ 
nity, Fitness, Creative and Global. Activity 
badges are awarded for demonstrating skill or 
achievement in a particular subject which may 
be an existing hobby or a new area of knowl¬ 
edge. 

There are currently 34 different badges 
available. Cubs take part in activities as di¬ 
verse as kayaking, abseiling, expeditions over¬ 
seas, photography, climbing and zorbing. They 
also learn survival skills, first aid, computer 
programming, or even how to fly a plane. Or¬ 
ganisers say it’s a great way to have fun, make 
friends, get outdoors, express your creativity 
and experience the wider world. 

Scouts develop skills including teamwork, 
time management, leadership, initiative, plan¬ 
ning, communication, self-motivation, cultural 
awareness and commitment. 

West Mercia Cub Scouts covers Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall, Wolverhampton and South 
Staffordshire. For further information, visit 
w ww. westmerciascouts. org.uk 



Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 


FREE 


Log Cabins VIEW 

& Garden Rooms ONLINE 


FITTING 




FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


S Open 7 Days a Week 
S Old Buildings Removed 
S Base Laying Service 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Free Quotations 


Sale prices from 

Single Garage PH OOO 
16ft x 8ft ** 1^5757 

Double Garage OOCOQ 
16ft x 16ft L/iDoo 


Sale prices from 

7ft x 5ft £517 
8ft x 6ft £616 
8ft x 8ft £670 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


S Huge Range S Made To Measure Service S Lined & Insulated Options Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 




























Every dog is a 

WHY does D White think that just 
because dog owners use Himley seven 
days a week, 52 weeks a year and pay a 
parking fee to do so, that should entitle 
them to call the shots about how the 
park is used? 

Has he/she ever considered that 
may be the reason non-dog owners do 
not go as often. The dog owners allow 
their dogs to run free and defecate an¬ 
ywhere. 

You may say that they pick up after 
them and I am sure the majority do, 
but can you honestly say that you pick 
up every little bit and what happens 


nuisance, even friendly ones 


if your dog has, how can I put it, a 
tummy upset. They also urinate any¬ 
where and everywhere. Maybe this will 
explain why a dog-free zone picnic area 
is a good idea. 

Your dog may be a very friendly dog 
that might be very cute and nice for you 
and people who like dogs. But my son 
at the age of three was knocked over 
and licked in the face by a large very 
friendly dog, off the lead. His owner 
just kept saying ‘he won’t hurt you’ but 
try telling a three year old that. 

Following this incident he developed 
a terror of dogs so bad that at seven 


years old he jumped into the path of a 
car to avoid a dog on the pavement. 

The fear was passed on to his 
younger sister and going out became 
almost impossible. The only thing we 
could do was to have a puppy of our 
own to get them used to dogs, 

Now 45 years later history has re¬ 
peated itself and my granddaughter 
is now terrified to go to the park due 
to an identical incident. To a non-dog 
lover every dog is a nuisance dog, even 
if they are on a lead. 

J JAMES 
Wordsley 


Thank you 
for mom’s 
home care 

IT is difficult caring for a 
relative living and dying 
with cancer. My mom died 
last September having been 
diagnosed with Non-Hodg¬ 
kin lymphoma in the previ¬ 
ous six months. 

She had good days when 
we could go out and about, 
and bad days when she 
needed to just sit and rest. 
The last five days were par¬ 
ticularly hard when she was 
really poorly. 

We could not have coped 
at home without the spe¬ 
cialist care of the Dudley 
palliative team, who were 
exceptional. 

From the carers who 
helped her to maintain her 
dignity to the district nurses 
and Macmillan nurses who 
controlled her pain. Dur¬ 
ing the night Marie Curie 
nurses would sit with her, 
enabling me to have a rea¬ 
sonable night’s sleep. 

I cannot praise these an¬ 
gels enough for their dedica¬ 
tion and compassion at one 
of the worst times in my life. 

JACKIE FARRINGTON 

Halesowen 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Write with care on 
high speed vehicles 

THE January 28 edition of the Chronicle contained two 
detailed reports of horrific deaths and injuries caused by 
irresponsible drivers. 

Your headline was ‘Call for sports car road ban’. This fea¬ 
tured a 21-year-old woman waiting at a bus stop killed by a 
driver as he raced at 100 mph in a 40 mph zone on Hagley 
Road West. He was racing against a friend in another car. 
One was a Mitsubishi Evolution, the other a BMW M3. 

On page three you featured ‘Speeding killer driver gets 
40 months prison’. A Mercedes E250 driven at up to 93 
mph, and at 61 mph at the moment of impact, killed a 
39-year-old pedestrian. 

Most folks would immediately demand that this kind of 
driving should be discouraged and drivers encouraged to 
behave more responsibly. 

Yet in the same edition of the Chronicle the motoring 
correspondent writes in such a vein as to almost encour¬ 
age high speeds in different models. Surely this could be 
construed as an invitation to risk death or serious injury to 
pedestrians and other road users. 

PETER BIDDULPH 
(address supplied) 


Intelligent 
stop lights 
are needed 

I have always thought road 
islands are better as there 
is always flow around them 
whereas with traffic lights 
I find I spend a lot of time 
waiting at a red light with 
no traffic coming across. 

In this age when we are 
talking about driverless cars 
it must be possible to have 
more intelligent lights. I’m 
sure these have been around 
for some time, so why are 
they not used more exten¬ 
sively? 

The main problem with 
the larger island is when 
the speed of the cars can be 
a problem to get on them. 
So how about speed bumps 
around larger islands? 

It appears that those who 
manage our roads do not 
appear to know what they 
are doing. Here’s some ex¬ 
amples: £75,000 spent on 
traffic calming measures 
down Barrs Road - to no ef¬ 
fect; time and money spent 
on Grange Road island - no 
better; two lanes into one at 
top of Mucklow Hill - chaos. 

C FANTOM 

Halesowen 




Owned Funercd Directors 



Trevor E.W. 
Hickton Ltd 


Whitmore House, 
8-11 Lower High Street 

Cradley Heath 

B645AB 

01384 569569 


About The Company 

Trevor EW Hickton Funeral Directors are a long 
established firm based in Cradley Heath. Formerly 
know as J.E.W. Hickton & Sons the company was 
established in 1909 and has been serving Cradley 
Heath, Halesowen and all the surrounding towns 
and areas since. In 1909 Joe Hickton a well known 
carpenter, builder, undertaker, local counsellor 
and one time Mayor of Rowley Regis, opened a 
dedicated funeral home located in Lower High 
Street, Cradley Heath to focus on the funeral 
directing side of business. Along with his wife 
Rose, the local midwife. They became a large 
part of the local community, with the local saying 
being “she brings them in to the world, and he 
takes them out!” Their son William ‘Bill’ Hickton 
came in to the business in 1937 and the father and 
son partnership began carrying out funerals across 
Cradley Heath and the surrounding areas, with 
Bill eventually taking over the business in 1957 
after Joe retired. Bill’s son Trevor came in to the 
business in 1971 working closely with his father to 
continue building the company reputation. 

Trevor inherited J.E.W. Hickton Funeral Directors 
after his father Bill passed away in 2000. In 2005 
the company was registered as a Limited UK 
company along with a name change to what it is 
today, Trevor E.W. Hickton Ltd Funeral Directors. 
Trevor’s son Ross came in to the business n 2006, 
followed by his other son Greg in 2010 and finally 
by his daughter Jodie in 2014 
The family all work together along with a team of 
long standing and hard working staff The office 
staff comprise of former Springfield Post Office 
manager Mandy Parsons, who looks after the on 
going funeral arrangements assisted by Jodie, and 
Kate Davis who has worked for the company for 
15 years. Kate is also the company Stone Masonry 
manager. 


Have you thought about taking 
a Pre-Paid Funeral Plan out 
with us? 

A funeral plan leaves nothing to chance and 
provides peace of mind for you and those 
you care about 

“On each funeral we conduct, there will 
always be a member of the Hickton family 
looking after you on 
the day. 

Therefore, ensuring the highest of standards 
and care” 

• 24 Hour Service 

• We cover all local areas 

• Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

• Modem & Classic Vehicles 

• Payment Plans 

• Simple Funerals 
•DWP Help & Advice 

• Modem Premises 

With over 100 years experience we feel we 
are best placed to help you, and your family 
at your time of need. We have modem and 
inviting funeral homes that will feel like your 
own home. 

Our caring and friendly funeral arrangers and 
directors will guide you through the process 
at your time and convenience. 

We are happy to visit you at home or in our 
offices, to discuss pre paid funeral plans or 
an at need funeral arrangement. 

Please Visit: 
www.TEWHickton.co.uk 



Newly Refurbished 
Halesowen Branch 


Office: 

R. Hadley Si Hickton 

3 6-38.Windmill Hill, 
Colley Gate Halesowen 
B63 2BZ 

01384 636606 


In 2014 a brand new dedicated funeral home was 
built on the grounds of the original funeral home 
in Lower High Street, to support the needs of the 
business. Now with three private chapels of rest, 
three family arrangement rooms and a private 
working office. The company is able to cater to 
all needs and requirements of their chents in a 
friendly and inviting funeral home. 

In 2015 the decision was made to renovate the 
funeral home in Colley Gate with a new reception 
area and particularly a new shop frontage. 

The office name was changed to incorporate the 
Hickton name as many local families were using 
the office who had before came to Hicktons in 
Cradley Heath at their time of need, they now have 
a closer location 


New Private 
Arrangement 
Rooms 


for more information and 
virtual tour of our premises 
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IN LITE N FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 

PYo 


.Including 

fitting! 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


.Including 

fitting! 


Make Your Home a Winter lW*/Wiir3Ti/?y7ir^7 with 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

i - QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 

'oYoYo 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


fwe will BeatTNY Genuine Written Quote" 


'©m&Q 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


It to be 


HASBURT WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA trade 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 | WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


rrt nn nn 
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Ron Hadley, left and a young Maurice Oakley with the 1911 Austin town carriage which had been damaged in 1963 


From left, Jack Jones, foreman at Brade-Leigh Products in Great Bridge with Maurice and Ronald and the Austin 


Austin carriage revs back into 
Maurice's life half a century on 


LITTLE could the young Maurice 
Oakley have known when he put 
the finishing touches to repairs to a 
bashed up 1911 Austin town carriage 
in May 1963 that he would get to see 
it again more than 50 years on. 

Mind you, he could not have known ei¬ 
ther that a photograph showing him and 
his colleague Ron Hadley, who is on the 
left, working on the vehicle at Brade-Leigh 
Products at Great Bridge would re-emerge 
all those years later too. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” said Mr Oakley, of 
Hamstead, Road, Great Barr. He remembers the 
repair job well. I was 23 then, and it had been 
in a smash, and came into Brade-Leigh Products 
to be repaired. It belonged to Longbridge [the 
Austin Motor Co], and was being transported 
from Longbridge, going to a show or something 


MEMORY LANE 



like that, and was on a low loader or a mid low 
loader. What I remember is that it went under a 
low bridge and it smashed the top over. 

“It was hit at the top of the roof above the 
driver and it buckled part of the roof. One or 
both doors had to be repaired. 

“I had to replace some broken and damaged 
timbers. I was a commercial body builder.” 

Mr Oakley, who lived in those days in Dudley 
Street, West Bromwich, and earned 6s 2d a week 
as a coach builder, recalls of the vehicle: “It’s like 
what you would see on Downton Abbey, in which 
the posh lady went to town with the driver.” 

Not long ago he got to wondering what had 
become of the vehicle, and with a bit of searching 
on the internet tracked it down to the Heritage 
Motor Centre at Gaydon, Warwickshire, where it 


is part of the museum collection. “It was hard to 
believe. My daughter got a number for Gaydon. 
I rang them up. There’s a curator there, Steve 
Laing, and I was telling him about the car. He 
didn’t know it had been in a smash in 1963 and 
looked all through his records and couldn’t find 
anything about this car being damaged. 

“He asked if there was any chance of me com¬ 
ing down and bringing any photos and literature, 
and that we could have a chat, which I did, about 
a month ago. 

Mr Oakley was able to run his expert eye over 
the vehicle with which he had such a personal 
association. “It was very strange standing there. 
You can see part of it where it could have been 
worked on again to bring it up to scratch. I think 
they will probably leave it as it is rather than 
start disturbing things.” 

Mr Oakley, often known by his colleagues by 
the nickname ‘Mossa’, says he would love to hear 
from anybody he used to work with all those 
years ago. Mr Oakley is on 0121 358 1961. 



Maurice comes face to face with the carriage 50 years later at the Heritage Motor Centre 


Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? Too HOT in 
summer? Too COLD in winter? 

ALSO AMAZING OFFERS ON WINDOWS AND DOORS I 



Replace your existing roof with a Supalite Roof System 
lightweight replacement for your conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours • Save energy, conserve heat 
• Fitting Teams available 


WINTER 

OFFERS 

3 Windows 

WqsJ&60 Now £670 

4 Windows 

WgiJ^U-SO Now £880 

5 Windows 

Wgs_£13£G Now £1090 

6 Windows 

WaiXl^O Now £ 1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 


Jlo Planning PeJtivussion ne.e,de,d! 



FACTORY & SHOWROOM Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 




ONLY SUPAUn MIDLANDS MANUFACIUKt 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


HIGH SPEC 


0121 552 9777 
0800 0075 312 


^indom^onservatones^ 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk 

hispec-sales@outlook.com 


0121 552 0100 
0800 0075 313 

www.supalitemidlands.com 

sales@supalitemidlands.com 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted ‘Pictures for illustration purposes only 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Poor Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



FEBRUARY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 


f 


m Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

■ High security locks 

■ Energy saving 
windows & doors 

■ All built and installed 
by our own fitters 

■ OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


FANTASTIC 
NEWUPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

PVC 

DOOR 

from ^ 

£385 1 

fitted 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 



BEX HOMECARE 



TOO BUSY FOR HOUSEWORK? 

Can’t keep up with the jobs that need doing? 

Or just want to spend more time with the family? 

WHY NOT LET US HELP OUT? 

No job is too big or too small for us to do. We offer weekly, 
monthly or just one off cleans. 

We offer a full house cleaning service so with just one call 
all your household chores can be dealt with. 

We offer competitive rates, our staff are all fully experienced 
We are also fully insured. 

So why not give us a call and see how we can help? 

-CONTACT BECKY ON- 

08006440118 Mobile: 07946883108 
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Parents jailed after baby 
had multiple fractures 


A COUPLE have been jailed 
for child cruelty after their 
baby daughter was found to 
have terrible injuries. 

The eight-month-old girl had 
seven fractured ribs and further 
fractures to both arms and a 
shoulder blade, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

She also had a ‘very large’ num¬ 
ber of bruises over her body and 
limbs, said Bernard Linnemann, 
prosecuting. 

The shocking discovery was only 
made after her father Wayne Jones 
called 999 just after midnight on Feb¬ 
ruary 12, 2014, to complain that he 
was feeling suicidal. 

The mother was not at the flat in 
Halesowen after leaving the little girl 
in his care while she went out for the 
night and she had not come back. 

Pain 

When the apparently well-dressed 
baby was lifted by the paramedics she 
appeared to be in pain and was taken 
to hospital along with Jones. 

“He was discharged but the child 
was found to have a very large number 
of bruises to her body and limbs. 

“Further investigation found the 
fractures,” said Mr Linnemann. 

Experts concluded the injuries had 
been inflicted on at least two separate 
occasions during the preceding two to 
seven weeks. 

Both 27-year-old Jones and the 
child’s mother - Abbie Jones, aged 19 
- were arrested the same day. 

“The cruelty must have been se¬ 
rious, whoever inflicted it,” said the 
prosecutor. 

A relative had previously noticed 
bruising to the child’s body and fore¬ 
head. 

Abbie Jones admitted causing or al¬ 
lowing a child to suffer serious injury. 



Wayne Jones - two and a half year term 

Her former partner Wayne Jones 
pleaded not guilty but was convicted 
of the offence after a trial. 

It remains unclear who was directly 
responsible for the injuries to the 
child. 

Mr Benjamin Nicholls, for Wayne 
Jones, told the court that the defend¬ 
ant was not a violent man and was not 
drunk when making the phone call 
that led to the plight of the child being 
uncovered. 

Mr Mac Davies, for Abbie Jones said: 
“She is ashamed and remorseful.” 

Wayne Jones, who was living in 



Abbie Jones - jailed for 20 months 

Northfield, Birmingham, was jailed 
for two and a half years. 

Abbie Jones, who lives in Halesowen 
was sent to jail up for 20 months. 

Failed 

Judge Kristina Montgomery QC 
reminded the pair of the injuries sus¬ 
tained by the little girl. 

She told them: “There were frac¬ 
tures to seven of her ribs, both upper 
arms and one of her shoulder blades. 

“You both failed to protect her from 
those assaults.” 


JORDANS SOLICITORS 

Friendly, efficient and price competitive 





Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, 
Conveyancing both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 0DH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 



Hallowood 

FURNITURE 



WINTER SALE 
EXTENDED 

UP TO 

50% 

OFF 


Hallowood Stourbridge 

Unit 9 Ryerroket ShoppingCtre, 
Stourbridge, West Mids DY8 1HJ 
(Opposite Costa Coffee) 

Tel 01384 443024 

Email s»outxiclge^rx3lcftA«odoo.ii( 
Also Open Sundays 1 l.OOam - 4.00pm 

www.hallowood.co.uk 
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WHERE TRADITI 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND WARM THIS WINTER 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality windows 
doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer all our 

customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


IK I . 

Hill 


mm\ 

1 V 1 

i 


For more information call us now on 



or visit our website at 


□ 


FENSA 



Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm ^ x 


storm 




















Jack Probert, aged 8 from Dudley, created a Minecraft replica of the Black Country Living Museum 


AN EIGHT-YEAR-OLD set himself the task of rec¬ 
reating the entire Black Country Living Museum 
using popular video game Minecraft. 

Young Jack Probert cannot get enough of the re¬ 
gion’s premier heritage attraction and it has become 
favourite place for days out with the family. He also 
has a passion for the game Minecraft, allowing play¬ 
ers to build anything they can imagine with blocks. 


In the days following Christmas, with the museum 
closed to visitors, Jack decided he would build his 
own virtual replica museum using the game on his 
Xbox console. 

The whole thing took the pair around 16 hours 
across four days but Alan, aged 44, admits it is Jack 
who is in charge of the build. “I’m a labourer,” said 
Alan. “It is definitely Jack who has the final say.” 


Grassroots arts in a pub 


ARTISTS, performers and film makers 
have been urged to get involved in an 
upcoming Black Country arts festival. 

Cradley Heath Creative have organised the 
two-day event at the Hollybush Pub in New¬ 
town Lane on April 16 and 17. 

Last year the group ran a one-day festival in 
March called ‘Locked In’ which showcased work by 
artists, photographers, craft and film makers, and 
staged performances by musicians, poets and a play. 


A total of 52 artists took part and around 250 people 
attended. This year there will be two stages, includ¬ 
ing the group’s adapted horse trailer, called Oss Box. 

Lizzy Lee, Cradley Heath Creative’s secretary, 
said: “The aim is to get creative people, amateur and 
professional, making new work for the festival and 
responding to the theme ‘Grassroots’. We chose the 
title because it takes in ideas of local identity, his¬ 
tory, nature, family - what makes a community tick. 

For more details visit the group’s Facebook page, 
email lordhofr@gmail.com or phone 07952 563725. 


Schools in 
London get 
£1,000 more 
for each pupil 

SCHOOLS in the West Midlands are 
suffering from a funding shortfall of 
more than £1,000 per pupil compared 
with schools in London. 

Research by accountants Bishop 
Fleming says the funding gap is the 
equivalent of employing 20 extra teach¬ 
ers per school. 

Joe Scaife, lead partner at Bishop 
Fleming’s educational team, said: “The 
biggest message from our latest report is 
the need for politicians to deliver a more 
level playing field. 

“It is very difficult to justify the fact 
that 18 of the 20 top funded local au¬ 
thorities are London boroughs, and that 
there is a funding gap between London 
and the West Midlands of £1,003 per 
pupil. Indeed, our report reveals that 
West Midlands schools receive more 
than £100 per pupil less than the na¬ 
tional average. Why should West Mid¬ 
lands schools, and their pupils, have to 
suffer such a disadvantage?” 

Growth 

The research also revealed the rapid 
growth of multi-academy trusts (MATs) 
across the UK. MATs are firms estab¬ 
lished to run a number of academies 
under a single board of directors. The 
system allows neighbouring schools to 
share resources while cutting costs. 

According to the DfE around 65 per 
cent of all academies are now in acad¬ 
emy chains. Five years ago two thirds of 
all academies were stand alone. 

In the Black Country, the University 
of Wolverhampton-led Education Cen¬ 
tral MAT has 13 primary and secondary 
academies under its wing across Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell and Birmingham. 

The region also has the Halesow¬ 
en-based Windsor Academy Trust and 
Walsall’s Matrix Academy Trust, which 
took over the running of the The Mirus 
Academy last year. 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 



imcm 


SAMSUNG 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RG • 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 I 17 Banner Street CradJe y Heath B63 2SL 
Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com Tel 01384 413590 


TraOelstyle coach holidays 


WHATSON! 


FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 


or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 


19 MAR . RAMSBOTTOM CHOCOLATE FESTIVAL b STEAM 
. 26 MAR. IDEAL HOME SHOW 

1 MAY • LLANDUDNO VICTORIAN EXTRAVAGANZA 
^7 MAY • IL DIVO LIVE! 

114 MAY . HAWORTH 1940s WEEKEND 
CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
BEAMISH GEORGIAN FAIR 
QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY CRUISE b WINDSOR 
CHATSWORTH FLORABUNDANCE 
HAMPTON COURT FLOWER SHOW. FI GRAND PRIX 


V 

Uftfd 


POLAR BEARS, PENGUINS 
& KINGDOM OF ICE 

I 



2/3 DAYS 


5 DAYS FROM £159.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
• Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 


5 DAYS FROM £249.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


2 DAYS £119.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included plus visits to Science & 
Natural History Museums 


THE 

= 

KILLING 

NISM 

STONES 

B 

. I 
_ 11 



2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission included & free time in London 



HALF BOARD breaks at the 
Rainbow/Sherwood Hotel, Torquay 
100 yards from the sea! • Visits to Exeter & Dawlish 
Scenic drive to Brixham (5/7 days only) 



You May Also Like: Isle o£ Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 



GasOnS 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk' 



We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


rgAL^ 
i On 


5 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


f 

I | 


n 

n 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 

LJ 

LI 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


§!CHR TOPHER’S 

CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 

Could you change a child’s life? 

Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They 
work with them through challenges many parents will never encounter - 
and reap rewards they may never experience. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after children and 
young people since 1870. Foster with us and you become part of a skilled 
and dedicated team looking after children who are unable to live 
with their families. We provide full training and support and 
pay an allowance of at least £400 a week. 

What to know more? Visit our website or call the number 
below to speak with one of our friendly team. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 
0800 234 6282 E □ @stchris1870 

Caring for children and young people si 
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CHOICE. QUALITY. VALUE. 


Ill Ea 



4 DAY ON U 


ENDS THIS SUNDAY 5PM 



UPHOLSTERY 



ALBERTA LEATHER 3 SEATER SOFA 
Normal £+449 Sale £899 


discounts 

OFF ALL 

SALE PRICES 

THIS THURSDAY, 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

An unmissable opportunity to take advantage 
of extra discounts off all sale prices at Cousins, the 
Midlands' largest and most inspirational furniture stores. 


That's right! This Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Cousins are offering extra discounts off every single low 
sale price throughout their magnificent furniture, carpet 
and bedding stores. 

This amazing promotion includes all special sale offers. 
Remember, whatever you choose at Cousins, you won't 
pay a penny until the Autumn, interest free! 

BUY NOW. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 
AUTUMN. INTEREST FREE. 



1 

) 


1 1 


ercol 





SOFAS. CARPETS. BEDS. DINING. BEDROOMS. LIGHTING. MIRRORS. 


Cousins 


4 Day Event Opening Hours: Thursday & Friday 10am - 8pm, 
Saturday 9.30am - 6pm, Ends Sunday 11am - 5pm. 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


VftVfffD MKHCHA*1 

2015 

★ ★★★★ 


feefo" 


BUY NOW. PAY NOTHING UNTIL AUTUMN. INTEREST FREE. 
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rEVENT 


EXPECT MUCH MORE THAN FURNITURE STORE 



& 


Parker Knoll 


AMrigon 1 HALO QFhi 


JUVi IHIKR 


DUKE8TA 


W * 


Karndoan 




MANOR HOUSE 
SOLID ASH TABLE 
& 6 CHAIRS 

Normal £1299 Sale £499 


LESS THAN 

HALF 

PRICE 


MANY ITEMS LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


ARTHUR PRICE 

Cutlery sets 


50% OFF _ 

PICTURES. CUSHIONS. COOKSHOP. ACCESSORIES. AND MUCH MORE. \ 


ANNA COMPLETE BEDROOM (bedstead, 
2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 


NORMAL 

SALE 

£599 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£549 


PARKER KNOLL - D > SAVANNAH - AN EXTRA £100 OFF 

AT LEAST 25% OFF EVERYTHING MUS WHEN YOU SPEND £1000 


WILLIS & GAMBIER Haydon table 
and 4 Rachael chairs 


NORMAL 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£449 


RONSON 3 seater sofa 
(with double manual recliners) 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 


COLUMBIA stain resistant carpet - 
choice of 20 colours 


N ORMA L 


EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£4.95m 2 


MYERS Elara 

NORMAL 

£599 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

double 2 drawer divan set 

SALE 

£399 

£349 


RADIUS swivel recliner chair and 

NORMAL 

£299 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

stool in grey and black 

SALE 

£499 

£149 


FREE PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our promise to you, 
we won't be beaten 
on price! * 


CELEBRATING 

3Q Cousins 


0% APR 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in September 2016 on 
the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in store 
concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
KtrKt jtIN I Al I Vt Prices in this advert are valid until Sunday 7th February 2016 except where stated. *See website for Price Promise details. 


a true family business 


STAY CONNECTED WITH COUSINS... Q 


Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 


Watch us on YouTube 

MUuBP www.youtube.com/CousinsFurnitureU K 
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At the end of your visit raise a toast to your big day ahead 

COMPETITION 

Watch dream 
day unfold at 
wedding show 


THIS spring sees the return of the 
UK’s biggest wedding show, where 
you can experience every element of 
your dream day unfolding before your 
eyes. 

From discovering your perfect venue 
and trying on the dress of your dreams 
to sampling delectable delights, 
eyeing up fabulous floral creations and 
seeking out your idyllic honeymoon; 
The National Wedding Show is the ulti¬ 
mate one-stop-shop to discover the 
wedding experts in every field. 

Endless inspiration and countless 
shopping opportunities to try, buy, 
book and hire everything you can 
imagine for your big day. 

And the Chronicle series is offering 
readers the chance to go free with 35 
pairs of tickets for the Birmingham 
show at the city’s NEC from March 


4-6 up for grabs. Kickstart the day at 
the renowned Catwalk Show to see 
the latest trends for all the bridal party. 
Then head to the Wedding Theatre to 
discover all you need to know about 
big day beauty, hair and style. 

You’ve nailed the look, now it’s time 
to turn your attention to the venue. 
Transform your wedding destination 
into a spectacular backdrop by seek¬ 
ing inspiration from host of wedding 
planners and stylists. 

Round off the day by registering for 
your gift list and perhaps even book¬ 
ing the honeymoon of your dreams. 

After an action-packed day make 
a beeline for the Champagne Bar to 
raise a toast to your big day ahead. 

For more information and ticket 
details visit www.nationalwedding- 
show.co.uk 



Chance to find the dress of your dreams 

Picture: Ian Stuart at Adele Louise Bridal 


NATIONAL 

WEDDING! 

HOW TO ENTER 

For a chance to win a pair of 
tickets simply answer the following 
question. 

Where can you relax with a drink? 

Send your entries on a postcard 
to Wedding Competition, Chronicles 
editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton ,WV6 7AQ. Usual rules 
apply. Closing date: February 18. 


ihief who 
targeted 
shoppers 
locked up 

A PROLIFIC thief who preyed on female 
shoppers is back behind bars - and banned 
from Birmingham city centre for three years. 

Callous pick-pocket Iona Stephenson stole hand¬ 
bags from a mum with a pushchair and woman out 
with a terminally ill relative. She was jailed for a 
year and three months at Birmingham Crown Court 
last Monday. 

The career criminal has 
70 convictions, including 
seven for theft, shoplifting 
and fraud since 2013 alone. 

Police also managed to se¬ 
cure a Criminal Behaviour 
Order (CBO) to prevent the 
52-year-old entering streets 
in the city centre. It stops 
her from going into areas 
inside the Queensway Ring 
Road including Bullring 
New Street station and Cor¬ 
poration Street for three 
years. She was also given a 
supervision order to include 
drug rehabilitation. 

Stephenson, of White¬ 
hall Road, Handsworth, 
stole a handbag which con¬ 
tained £170 from on top of 
a pushchair in Argos, Union 
Street, on 30 October last 
year. The court was told it 
had caused financial hard¬ 
ship for the family which 
includes an autistic child. 


By Simon Stone 

She also swiped a hand¬ 
bag with cash and personal 
belongings from a 64-year- 
old woman who was meet¬ 
ing a terminally-ill family 
member in the Square 
Peg, Corporation Street, 
on November 13 - leaving 
her with no car keys to get 
home. She admitted the two 
charges of theft. 

Pc Michael Ebanks, from 
Birmingham West and Cen¬ 
tral, said: “ Stephenson has 
been a persistent criminal 
over not just years, but dec¬ 
ades, to fund her drug habit. 

“This was not the first 
time she has targeted a 
mum - who may have been 
distracted by her young 
child - and shows how far 
she will stoop. She has no 
regard for the victims she 
targeted or the trauma she 
caused them.” 


Savvy crews ensure 
friends reu-neigh-ted 



A member of the fire crew from Tipton who found 
the horse wandering on Wednesbury Oak Road 


A LOOSE horse was reunited with his owners, thanks to 
the power of social media. 

Firefighters from Tipton Fire Station found the horse 
around 10am last Tuesday and shared a social media post 
including the above picture. 

An hour and a half later they returned to check up on the 
animal and found his owners were there - after hearing of 
his plight online. 

Crew commander Mark Avery said: “We were driving 
past Asda in Wednesbury Oak Road in Tipton and the 
horse was just wandering around. 

“So we got out, walked him up to some open land by Asda 
and tied him up with a line off the truck. 

“We gave him a bucket of water and then rang the 
RSPCA, but they wouldn’t come out as he looked in a de¬ 
cent condition. 

“We gave it an hour and a half and went back to make 
sure he was ok then his owners turned up. It really shows 
the power of social media and how good it can be for us.” 


SUPER 

SAVERS 


Lower tyre prices 


at 


We don’t just do tyres 

' BRAKES ' ALIGNMENT 
s EXHAUSTS s BATTERIES 

FREE TEA, COFFEE & WiFi WHILE YOU WAIT 



www.tyrecity.co.uk 


10121 5595093 

45 Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS 



LOW PRICES FAST FITTING 



WE ARE OPEN 

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm 
Sat 8am-5pm 



‘Terms and Conditions apply 



























Pair chippie m to raise 
funds for little girl's op 


A LITTLE girl with cerebral pal¬ 
sy is a step closer to a potentially 
life-changing operation thanks to 
help from fundraisers in the Black 
Country 

Born 11 weeks premature and 
weighing just 31b 2oz, Georgie Gibbs 
was diagnosed with spastic diplegic 
cerebral palsy when a year old. 

Now aged three, Georgie has to 
walk with splints attached to her 
legs or with a walking frame. She 
has daily exercises to relax her mus¬ 
cles. 

Now her family in Worcester 
is fundraising for an operation in 
America, which will cost around 
£65,000 and is aimed at helping 
Georgie walk unaided. 

Coseley father and son Archie 
and Steve Payton, aged 76 and 54, 
decided to help after they met Geor- 
gie’s family at a car boot sale. 


The Paytons, along with their 
local chippy Chipton Fryer & Cafe, 
on Bloomfield Road, Tipton, have 
raised more than £1,000. 

The family is waiting to hear from 
officials at NHS England’s Commis¬ 
sioning through Evaluation Pro¬ 
gramme, to find out if Georgie can 
have the operation in the UK. 

Georgie’s mother Clare, 41, said: 
“We’ll find out in March if we can 
go ahead with having the opera¬ 
tion in this country, but if not we 
have an April 18 confirmed date for 
America. Georgie is a determined lit¬ 
tle soul and we will fight tooth and 
nail either way for her to have the 
operation.” Archie and Steve said 
Georgie had ‘stolen their hearts’. Ar¬ 
chie added: “We’ll move heaven and 
earth to help that little girl.” 

To help visit www.gofundme.com/ 
help-georgie 



Georgia with mother Clare Gibbs with fundraisers Steve (left) and Archie Payton and Bunty Singh-Binning 


Go behind scenes 
at Holden’s Brewery 

ALE fans can go behind the scenes at a landmark Black 
Country brewery when Holden’s in Woodsetton offers 
hour-long tours on the first Saturday of each month in 
April, May and June. 

The tours begin from the Holden’s bottle shop off 
Sedgley Road and finish with a session in Holden’s new 
tasting room. There are up to a dozen places on each 
tour and they cost £12.50 per person. 

Tours were started after the completion of the mod¬ 
ernisation of the brewery during its centenary year of 
2015. Tours can be booked by calling 01902 880051. 

The brewery’s famous beers include Black Country 
Bitter, Black Country Special Bitter, Black Country 
Mild, and Golden Glow. 

The family’s career in brewing began when Edwin 
Holden and his wife Lucy Blanche took over the Bri¬ 
tannia Inn in Netherton, before moving to the Park Inn 
where brewing equipment left by previous owners in¬ 
spired Edwin to make his own beer, which became popu¬ 
lar throughout the Black Country. The brewery also has 
a popular line of its own bottled beer. 


£7.6m fund 

for flagship 
project to 
boost skills 


THE Black Country Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship (LEP) has approved £7.6m funding for 
the flagship Elite Centre for Manufacturing 
Skills, which will open for business in 2017. 

The funding has been allocated through the LEP’s 
Growth Deal which is transforming the Black Coun¬ 
try. 

The Elite Centre will function as an employer-led train¬ 


ing facility for the Black 
Country, designed to im¬ 
prove productivity and 
growth in the high value 
manufacturing (HVM) sec¬ 
tor. 

The Black Country LEP 
has been instrumental in 
ensuring the project will de¬ 
liver provision that doesn’t 
currently exist in the Black 
Country. 

The LEP has brought 
together partners from the 
HVM sector and education 
including the University 
of Wolverhampton, Dudley 
College, Confederation of 
British Metalforming, Cast 
Metals Federation and the 
Institute of Cast Metals En¬ 
gineers. 

Specialist 

The partners are invest¬ 
ing an additional £4.15m 
into the centre bringing 
the total project value to 
£11.75m.The Elite Centre 
will provide specialist train¬ 
ing in toolmaking; foundry; 
patternmaking; metalform¬ 
ing/forging; advanced CNC; 
manufacturing manage¬ 
ment, leadership and project 
management. The training 
will be delivered through 
both apprenticeships and 
short courses. 

The Elite Centre will be 
established as a non-profit 
making organisation with 
an industry-led board of di¬ 
rectors. The project will be 
led by the University of Wol¬ 
verhampton. The Elite Cen¬ 
tre will follow a ‘hub and 
spoke’ model with equip¬ 
ment and facilities being 
installed across four sites 
in the Black Country, which 
will re-generate two brown- 



LEP chairman Stewart Towe 


field sites. The Elite Centre 
is anticipated to become the 
new Institute of Technology 
in the Black Country. The 
hub will be the 800 sq m 
regeneration of the univer¬ 
sity’s Springfield Brewery 
site in Wolverhampton. 

The ‘foundry and pat¬ 
ternmaking spoke’ will be 
located on a site adjacent to 
an existing foundry in Dud¬ 
ley Port. 

Metal joining and ad¬ 
vanced machining training 
will be covered by the instal¬ 
lation of new equipment and 
the use of existing equip¬ 
ment at the recently opened 
Dudley Advance at Dudley 
College. 

Stewart Towe, chairman 
of the Black Country LEP, 
said: “This approval of fund¬ 
ing is fantastic news for the 
high value manufacturing 
sector in the Black Country. 

“Through the Elite Cen¬ 
tre the LEP will be able to 
remove barriers to busi¬ 
ness growth by supporting 
employers in key industry 
sub-sectors to invest in 
skills.” 


Choral singers call 

ST Paul’s Church in Blackheath is looking for singers to 
join its choir for a performance of John Rutter’s Requiem 
on Good Friday. 

Singers are asked to attend Friday rehearsals at the Long 
Lane church, starting on February 12 at 7pm. Musical di¬ 
rector Su Dymond is organising the performance which will 
take place at the church on March 25 at 7.30pm. 


Merry Hill’s BIGGEST Furniture Sale! 

At William & Sons this weekend everything is reduced throughout our 35,000 sq. ft. 
superstore! We’ve got huge sale reductions off all upholstered sofas, corner groups, 
chairs & stools including leading brand names! 

For this final weekend you can also choose to spread the cost with monthly payments 
over 3 years totally interest free, without even needing to leave a deposit!* 


WILLIAM & SONS WINTER 

sae 

SOFAS • CORNER GROUPS • CHAIRS 

OFFER ENDS THIS SUNDAY 5pm! 




©7 


ILLIAM&SONS 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 

OPENING TIMES: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 


WWW.williamandSOnS.CO.uk Sign up at williamandsons.co.uk to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 


QO/n APR ’ No deposit interest free cretiit offer available on orders over £399.12 months term minimum spend £399,18 months term minimum spend £1,500,24 months term minimum spend £2,000,36 months term minimum spend £3,000. Representative Example: Cash Price £3,000. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £3,000. Duration of the Agreement 36 months. 36 x Monthly 
representative Repayments of £83.33 starting 1 month after delivery or collection. Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £3,000. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability. E&0E. 
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Plush seating and facilities in the reception area at the YMCA 



CEO Steve Clay, inside the amenity which has taken seven years to build 


Special guests at the official opening, try out the facilities in the cafe area 


£9m YMCA opens up 


A new £9.5million YMCA centre has been 
unveiled in the Black Country - seven 
years after building work started. 

The facility in Carter’s Green is home to 96 
housing units for vulnerable adults, a £200,000 
gym, youth zone, fitness and wellbeing centre 
and enterprise, business and education facili¬ 
ties. 

Work on the site started in 2008. Parts of the old 
building have been refurbished and new parts have 
also been built. It also features a new not-for-profit 
coffee shop called Cielo, who has been co-founded by 
Linda and Nick Castle. 

The first phase of the YMCA Western Gateway 


scheme was completed in September 2011 which saw 
the Children and Family Centre Nursery opened. 

Steve Clay, chief executive officer at YMCA Black 
Country, said: “It feels fantastic that the work has 
finally been completed after what has been a long 
journey which has involved many twists and turns. 

“We have attempted to offer a wide variation of top 
of the range services in a friendly environment. 

“We had three aims with this transformation - to 
completely revamp the community services we offer, 
for the quality of that service to be high in every as¬ 
pect of what we do and for the building to be iconic, 
catch peoples attention and utilise its location as a 
gateway into the town centre. I’m very happy to say 
we’ve more than achieved all three goals.” 


The YMCA has operated in West Bromwich for 
more than 127 years. 

Its first premises were built in St Michael Street in 
1888 before relocating to Carter’s Green in the 1960s. 

Clive Jessup, whose company Jessup Brothers 
helped comple of building work, said: “Jessup be¬ 
came involved in the eleventh hour of the scheme but 
as soon as I saw this opportunity I knew it had the 
team to deliver. We would like to thank all the local 
suppliers as this absolutely amazes me. It really is a 
collaboration and a thank you to all the hard work 
everybody has done. YMCA have been a very help¬ 
ful and understanding client. If this transformation 
doesn’t inspire the people of West Bromwich, then I 
don’t know what will.” 


Say hello to the Honda range 


Say hello to Nil Advance Payment 


We're always trying to find new ways to build safer, smarter cars. 
And now you can drive one home from Nil Advance 
Payment with Honda Motability. 


The new Jazz 1.3 se 


Small on the outside. 
Big on the inside, 
With Magic Seats 
you can rearrange 
180 ways. 


FROM 

NIL 

Advance 

Payment 



HONDA 


FROM 

NIL 

Advance 

Payment 


The Power of Dreams 


r 


FROM 

NIL 

Advance 

Payment 


The Civic sdri.as 


Sleeker. Sportier. 

Smarter all round. 

With Magic Seats and 
City Brake Active System. 


The Civic Tourer 1.8 s 


FROM 

NIL 

Advance 


Dynamic. Practical. 
Designed for life. 

With doors that open 
up wide to 90 degrees. 


Payment 

■ 



The CR-V 2.0 S 2WD 


Better. Stronger. 

Now goes even further. 
With high driving position 
and impressive boot space. 


BRINDLEY HONDA 


BRINDLEY CANNOCK 
Walsall Road 
Cannock WS11 0JP 

01543 406609 


BRINDLEY WEST BROMWICH 
Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0990 


BRINDLEY WOLVERHAMPTON 
West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690601 


www.brindleyhonda.co.uk 


Motability 


Fuel consumption figures for the Honda range in mpg (1/100km): Urban Cycle 23.2 - 70.6 (12.2 - 4.0), Extra Urban 40.4 - 85.6 (7.0 - 3.3), Combined 32.5 - 78.5 (8.7 - 3.6). C0 2 emissions 201 - 94g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated 
laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. Models Shown: Jazz 1 .3 i-VTEC SE Manual in White Orchid Pearl, Civic 1 .8 i-VTEC S Manual in Twilight Blue Metallic, Civic Tourer 1 .8 i-VTEC S Manual in Twilight Blue Metallic and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD in 
Twilight Blue Metallic. Terms and Conditions: Nil Advanced Payment offer on Jazz 1.3 i-VTEC SE Manual, Civic 1.8 i-VTEC S Manual, Civic Tourer 1.8 i-VTEC S Manua and CR-V 2.0 i-VTEC S Manual 2WD. All offers are correct at the time of going to print however Honda (UK) reserves the right to change this offer at any time. Models subject 
to availability. Written details available on request. The facilities offered are for the hire of goods. The scheme is available to recipients of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance or War Pensioners Mobility Supplement. To qualify for this offer you must be in receipt of a minimum of 12 months allowance. 
Valid for applications between 04 January to 31 March 2016 to Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. Promoter is Honda Motor Europe Limited trading as Honda (UK) at Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire RG12 1HL. 




































we must learn from 
Holocaust - survivor 


DUDLEY’S annual Holocaust me¬ 
morial event listened to an address 
by 85-year-old survivor Susan Pol¬ 
lack. 

Hungarian Jew Mrs Pollack said 
her time in Auschwitz-Birkenau 
and marching to Bergen-Belsen had 
totally dehumanised her. “I was a 
robot, I had no emotions,” she said. 

Mrs Pollack and her family were 
ordered to leave their home in April 
1944. She, her brother and their 
mother were sent to a ghetto, then 
an internment camp. In May 1944, 
they were taken by rail cattle truck 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Her mother 
was sent directly to the gas cham¬ 
bers, while the 13-year-old survived 
by lying about her age - stating she 
was 15. 

She remained in the camp for 
around 10 weeks before being sent 
to Germany to work as a slave la¬ 
bourer in an armaments factory. 
With the Allies advancing, the pris¬ 
oners were forced on a death march 
to Bergen-Belsen. 

On April 15, 1945, Mrs Pollack 
was liberated by the British Army. 
She said the ‘gentle’ nature of the 
British soldier who picked her off 
the floor in Belsen reminded her of 
the good side of humanity. 

Mrs Pollack said it was important 


people continue to remember what 
happened during the Holocaust to 
ensure it cannot happen again. 

She said: “We can’t change the 
past but we can learn lessons from 
the persecution and killing that 
took place in Europe. People need to 
make a strong commitment that we 
won’t allow it to take place again.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin said 
Mrs Pollack’s presence was ‘hum¬ 
bling and inspirational’. 

Another survivor Mindu Hornick, 
aged 86, last week told students at 
Joseph Leckie Academy in Walsall 
that as a 12-year-old on arriving 
at Auschwitz, as she looked at the 
corpses, starving prisoners and could 
smell burning bodies, she thought 
she had entered hell itself. 

Leaving her happy childhood in 
Czechoslovakia, Mindu, along with 
her mother, sister and two brothers, 
was sent to the concentration camp 
by the Nazis. 

While she and her 14-year-old sis¬ 
ter Eva would survive, Mindu, who 
now lives in Edgbaston, would never 
see her mother and brothers again. 

She revealed that she had re¬ 
turned to the camp two years ago for 
a memorial service which provided 
‘some kind of closure’. 



Holocaust survivor Susan Pollack told a Dudley audience about her experiences in the Nazi death camps 


Paramedics not on 
board for thousands 
of emergency calls 

PARAMEDICS were not on board emergency vehicles 
sent to thousands of 999 calls across the Black Country 
during the past four years, figures reveal. 

Instead, ambulance technicians or emergency care as¬ 
sistants - both less qualified - attended. 

Figures show that, in total, paramedics didn’t attend 
23,912 call-outs during the period. This includes 86 ‘red 
1’ emergencies, for patients who have suffered cardiac 
arrest or who have stopped breathing. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service bosses have re¬ 
cently launched a recruitment drive to find 150 student 
paramedics. 

During the past 12 months, there were some 3,674 
emergency call outs in the Black County not attend by 
paramedics. 

Defended 

The ambulance service has defended the figures, say¬ 
ing these 23,912 call outs over four years make up just 
1.8 per cent of the total call outs. 

Spokesman Claire Brown said: “West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service is the best performing ambulance ser¬ 
vice in the country, with all staff doing a fantastic job 
responding to an average of 3,000 emergency calls a day 
around the region. 

“As a trust we have the highest ratio of paramedics on 
the frontline of any UK ambulance service and we are 
fully committed to achieving our ambition of having a 
paramedic on every emergency vehicle. All our staff are 
developed and trained to a high standard, which means 
we continue to provide the very best care to patients.” 


Police boss 
wants fairer 
deal from 
Whitehall 

POLICE and Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson urged the Government to give 
West Midlands Police a ‘fairer deal’ on fund¬ 
ing. 

The force is closing 13 stations as part of wider 
cuts in the face of a £2.5 million drop in funding this 
year - including Halesowen police station in Janu¬ 
ary next year.. 

A new police funding 
scheme, which will deter¬ 
mine how much the force 
gets from Whitehall next 
year, is being reviewed. Mr 
Jamieson said he hoped the 
revised deal would ease the 
financial pressure on the 
force. 

Changed 

West Midlands Police re¬ 
ceived £452.6m in govern¬ 
ment funding last year but 
officials claim the force will 
receive £450.lm this year. 

A spokesman for Mr 
Jamieson said: “The fund¬ 
ing formula for police forces 
has not changed. 

“The Government aban¬ 
doned changes to the way 
in which police forces are 
funded, after a botched pro¬ 
cess in which the Home Of¬ 
fice made serious errors. 

“The funding formula 
is set to be reviewed again 
this year. In the meantime, 

West Midlands Police are 
still waiting for a fairer deal 
from the Government. 

“The funding that West 
Midlands Police receives 
from government will be 
£2.5m lower this year than 
it was last year.” 

Mr Jamieson added: “One 
thing is clear, funding has 
not been protected, the 
Government wants me to 
raise the council tax to fill 
the gap. 

“Theresa May has written 
to Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner’s and admitted 
that there is a 1.3 per cent 
cut in funding to local police 
forces. 

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Julian 
Knight MP and Mike Wood 
MP for their contributions 



Commissioner Jamieson 


to the Westminster Hall de¬ 
bate on ‘Funding for West 
Midlands Police’ and their 
calls for there to be greater 
flexibility on council tax in¬ 
creases. 

“The Chancellor has 
clearly listened to them and 
duly given the powers to 
PCCs to raise council tax 
by higher amounts than be¬ 
fore.” 

The announcement po¬ 
lice stations across the force 
area, including 13 in the 
Black Country, would close 
sparked concerns among 
community leaders. 

Among the opponents 
was Dudley South MP Mike 
Wood who urged the force 
to rethink plans to shut sta¬ 
tions in his constituency. 

In Wolverhampton, Heath 
Town and Graiseley have 
shut with more to follow in 
the city, alongside others 
in Great Barr and Neth- 
erton. Dudley station will 
go on August 31 and King- 
swinford police station is 
expected to close within the 
next 18 months. 

A total of 16 polices bases 
in Birmingham are to close. 


PUBLIC 

NOTICE 



SALE NOW ON 

SAVE UP 
TO 75% 


Solid Oak Dining Table 
& Chairs to clear 

from £595 

(available in light and dark oak) 


3 seate 
2 Reclii 

r So 
ler L 

fa with 
\ctions 

1 £ 


5 


4 SOFAS AND CHAIRS 
MADE TO ORDER - ANY SIZE 

• FREE HOME DELIVERY 

FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OlO DEO 

4 LARGE SELECTION OF FASRIC 
AND LEATHER SUITES 


2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

[Various Colours and Designs] 




SUITES* BEDS • MATTRESSESSOFAS 

Unreduced to a fraction of ittt&ynormai price 

UP TO £1,000*PART EXCHANGE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 


Odd Bases & 
Mattresses 
To Clear 

from £69 
■ ^ 


1 


4 DRAWER DIVAN 

[1 ONLY] 

NOW £295 


Dreamworld 

furniture 

8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 


_ LARGE FREE CAR PARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


ur chair, 


• ♦* 

BRmiH MAXJl 

FOR QUALITY 


Made to 
Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 


Sling seQ^seeIMId 


11000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 
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Give emotional 
music a Brakes 



Seven studio albums in ten years and Turin Brakes are maturing 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


THE seventh studio album in 
ten years from Turin Brakes, 
Lost Property, finds the quar¬ 
tet producing sophisticated, 
emotional music with a hint 
of West Coast rock and a 
whole heap of honesty. 

The distinctive voice of Oily 
Knights holds the attention. High¬ 
lights include Brighter Than The 
Dark, Jump Start and the gently 
stirring anthems Hope We Make It 
and Save You. 

Catch Turin Brakes at Birmingham’s 
Glee Club on March 8. 

Curve Of The Earth is the most 
commercial album yet from London 
band Mystery Jets. It’s already their 
most successful and deservedly so be¬ 
cause after ten years and six albums 
they have crafted a lithe, sleek sound 
that melds hints of psychedelic rock 
with a radio-friendly pop sensibility. 

Singer Blaine Harrison is at his best, 
even exercising a soulful falsetto on the 
hazy Midnight’s Mirror. 

A cosmic theme runs through many 
of the songs including the blissed-out 
Kinks-ish Saturnine and one of the 
other highlights, 1985, which starts as 
a delicate piano ballad and explodes 
with a fuzzy guitar riff that reaches for 
the stars. 

Mystery Jets have a gig at the 02 
Institute in Digbeth, Birmingham, on 
Thursday, February 18, with support 
from 17-year-old Declan McKenna. 

Australian singer and songwriter Sia 
Furler, a former Jamiroquai backing 
singer and frontwoman for 90s outfit 
Zero 7, originally found success writing 
songs for such as Beyonce, Rihanna 
and Christina Aguilera. 


Then in 2014 she had a massive hit 
in her own right with Chandelier and, 
while apparently shunning celebrity by 
hiding her face, got a lot more atten¬ 
tion. Her sixth solo album 1000 Forms 
of Fear was the breakthrough because 
she had cannily held back some of her 
best songs for herself. 

But on her latest, This Is Acting, the 
40-year-old’s songs are all co-written 
with others and, frankly, no amount of 
power or vocal gymnastics can hide the 
fact that they sound like rejects. The 
opening salvo, Bird Set Free and Alive, 
may have been intended for Adele but 
I can see why she would knock back 
such fodder. We also get Sia sounding 
like a lightweight Lady Gaga on Move 
Your Body, Rihanna-like on Cheap 
Thrills or Beyonce-lite on Sweet De¬ 
sign. It’s production line pop/R&B, kind 
of faceless. 

Singer Ian Astbury and riff master 
Billy Duffy sometimes conjure their 


old swagger on The Cult’s tenth stu¬ 
dio album, Hidden City, particularly 
on Hinterland, Dance The Night, Goat 
and Heathens. The goth rockers are at 
Birmingham’s 02 Institute on March 1. 

Seattle rockers Night Beats bring 
classic garage rock roaring into the 
21st century with guitars that fuzz, 
twang and wail, and plenty of outlaw 
attitude, on Who Sold My Generation. 

Highlights include the recent single 
No Cops, plus Power Child, Sunday 
Mourning and Burn to Breathe from a 
band that draw on The Stooges, The 
Cramps, 60s Dylan and The Yardbirds. 

If the nine tracks on 41/2 are Porcu¬ 
pine Tree mainman Steven Wilson’s 
leftovers between his fourth and fifth 
albums, then they are pretty much 
haute cuisine. The prog rock singer/ 
songwriter’s 38-minute album, includ¬ 
ing a couple of instrumentals, is richly 
textured and, for the uninitiated, some¬ 
times recalls early Genesis. 


A man for all seasons 



Violin and Villa home shirt, it could only be Nigel Kennedy, who made a triumphant return to Symphony Hall and 


Nigel Kennedy, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 
NOT many classical concerts 
start with a cry of ‘Up the 
Villa’ from the audience. Not 
even in Birmingham. 

But if the violinist happens to be the 
world’s most famous Aston Villa fan 
(sorry, Your Highness), then different 
rules apply. 

Even Villa’s 4-0 drubbing at home by 
Manchester City in the FA Cup the day 
before couldn’t dampen Nigel Kenne¬ 
dy’s enthusiasm. I think I spied the Villa 
away shirt under his over-sized blazer 
when he kicked off the first half of his 
three-hour concert, and he certainly 
had the claret and blue shirt on for the 
second, emblazoned with the player’s 
name Abonglahor. Certainly most of 
the banter with the audience was about 
his Villa obsession, including his desire 
to see new owners at the helm. 

Football chat in a prestigious concert 
hall, nothing would please the former 
wunderkind of classical music more. 

He was the spiky-haired young man 
who shocked the classic world with his 
irreverent attitude, virtuoso ability and 
by selling three million copies of his 


REVIEW 


by Leon Burakowski 


1989 recording of Vivaldi’s The Four 
Seasons. That gave him rock star sta¬ 
tus. 

He still has spiky hair, a dubious taste 
in clothes (day-glo yellow trainers, bag¬ 
gy jeans and what appeared to be a 
jacket inspired by a bin bag), clowns 
around and fist-bumps his fellow musi¬ 
cians. But at 59 his ability is better than 
ever. He is even prepared to revisit The 
Four Seasons, albeit with a twist. 

The first half saw Kennedy play his 
own compositions, a series called Ded¬ 
ications inspired and in tribute to Ken¬ 
nedy’s musical heroes. These include 
Polish jazz guitarist Jarek Smietana 
(whose daughter Alicja Smietana is a 
violinist in Kennedy’s band), violinists 
Stephane Grappelli and Isaac Stern, 
and the still living US fiddle player Mark 
O’Connor. 

These pieces were blends of jazz, 
folk and rock placed within a classi¬ 
cal context, and they worked superb¬ 
ly. This was partly because Kennedy’s 


restless energy and infectious enthusi¬ 
asm spread to his entire ensemble of 
top-notch musicians from the jazz and 
classical scenes across Europe. 

Whether classic or contemporary, 
Kennedy stamps his foot and tends to 
yell ‘yeah’ like he is at a hoe-down and 
he cajoles, teases and challenges the 
other musicians to keep up with him, 
which made for some dazzling duels. 

The Four Seasons also got jazz tex¬ 
tures in the star violinist’s reworking, 
entitled The New Four Seasons. I don’t 
know if they really added anything to 
Vivaldi’s great work but they didn’t 
detract from it. He remained true to 
the spirit of the original work, with all 
Vivaldi’s verve intact. Kennedy played 
with such intensity that you could af¬ 
terwards see the hairs hanging from his 
worn bow. He showed the same vig¬ 
our which made his name more than a 
quarter of a century ago. 

He ended the night with a elegiac 
piece dedicated to Sir Terry Wogan 
(who put him on TV) and Polish jazz 
saxophonist Janusz Muniak, both of 
whom had died earlier in the day. It 
was a sombre end to a night of joyous 
and superlative musicianship from the 
violin man for all seasons. 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

UPHOLSTERY LTD 


We offer a beautiful range of Sofas & Chairs, 
all handmade in Tipton, The Heart of The Black Country 
We can also offer: 

Re-upholstery service * New Foam Seating * Orthopaedic 
Range * Footstools & Cushions * Seat Pads * Dining room 
Chair Pads re-covered * Caravan Seating re-covered 

Tel: 0121 520 4500 

www.westmidsupholstery.co.uk 

Unit 17 Eclipse Trading Estate, 

Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 
(between Pie Factory & Neptune Health Centre) 


BLINDS 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


WE SUPPLY AND FIT 
ML TYPES OF FENCING 
& SLABBING 

www.sandwellsloneandfencing.com 
40-45 Park Lane, .... A __ AAA _ 

Oldbury B69 4LP 0800 955 3865 




Id bury, 


Your Number One 
Convenience Store 
in the area 

• Newspapers / Magazines 
• Wines • Beers 
• Spirits • Avon • Lottery 


Apex Wines 

Gorsty Hill Road, Halesowen 
Rowley Regis B65 OEY 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

^ r, L ;n , All General Plumbing Undertaken 

/ •Bathrooms Suites 
I 1 v • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
* j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rsplumbmg-halesowen.co.uk 

Call Richard: 07901557 496' 





























JOHN! HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 
Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


Gold 


Now 




BY DAVE STEVENS 

• Bleach cleanable carpets from 

£4.99 sq. yd. 

• Underlay from £1.50 sq. yd. 

• Saxony carpets from £6.99 sq. yd. 

• Free no obligation quotations 

■Carpets&VinylbJ| 

121 520 4200 07756 578028 

Unit Q, Toll End Road 

Great Bridge Industrial Estate, Tipton DY4 OHR 


Microsoft Cloud & IT 
Infrastructure Consultancy 
& Support Services 


Windows Azure 
Office 365 
Windows Server A 
Active Directory^ 
& Security 
Microsoft Exchange 
Hardware 
Migrations 


Contact us 

Email: enquiries@b62it.com 


B62IT 


www.b62it.com 
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WE BUY-SELL-RENT-EXCHANGE 

Retro Games & Consoles 

Arcade Machines supplied to businesses 




All profits split on a 50/50 share basis 

T 

87 Windmill Hill, Halesowen B63 2BY 

Nick 07707 261 421 

www.vintagegamer.co.uk 


■GPS 

0K3M IttftCtSirai 


Tel: 0121 588 2740 
Mob: 07956 888 611 

• Experts in disabled adaptions; I 
I • No obligation quotations 
f • Com petitiveaates^o^ 
over 50's - Quo fe tn&ad# 

■^■Birming ham City Council 

^ APPROVED 


New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Building 


nfo@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 


Valentines 

Sunday Carvery 

12pm -3pm 

£5.99 

Monday - Saturday 

L 12pm-2.30pm 
5pm - 7pm 


paying 

per gram! 

(9e|) on air 
resellabiefgoioH 

price paid on the 03/02/16 

Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowjangles Jewellery 
www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 


Selection of 

Real Ales including: 

Bathams, 
Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 
Wye Valley and 
many more! 


JOIN OUR NEW 
LOYALTY CARD 
SCHEME 

lOp back for every 
£1.00 spent 
Ask inside for 
more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 
Card for illustration purposes only. 










Next to Britannia Park 

18 Rowley Village, 
Rowley Regis B65 9AT 

0121 559 3415 
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to spend r^P nze ^ 


NEW GOLF STORE 
OPEN IN HALESOWEN 

GOLF SALE 

up to 50% off 

• Internet price match policy 
• Unbiased professional advice 
• Leading brands • Gift vouchers available 

Unit 21, Forge Trading Estate, 
Mucklow Hill, Halesowen B62 8TP 
Tel: 0121-585 5017 @thegolfroomhq 

www.thegolfroom.co.uk [] thegolfroomHQ 


ORIA 


FREE MEASUREMENT 
FREE DELIVERY | FREE FITTING 


ON SELECTED CARPETS 


GARREiTtS 


VINYL FLOORING 


ALL SEASON 


ARiT.IFICIAL GRASS 


LAM I NATE*EI!0®RI NG 


MASSIVE 


MON - SAT : 9:00AM - 6:00PM 
SUN : 10:00AM-4:00PM 

We will beat any I www ¥ra f co mL 
written Quotation I WWW.VCaT.CO. UK 


9 90-91 High Street, Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 5HE 


L 01384 671 315 


iNeHleHljam 

Pipework- 


Now Only 


Checka 


■ 


All boilers + Budget 

available from Ranaes 




OV 

I PE 


www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON] 

LOYALTY CARD 




VJk m/X-tV/fi 
c m- - 

Stockist of 
chairs to make 
sitting and 
rising easier 


Recliner 

Chairs 


Ortho 

Chairs 


•Divan Beds *Bed Frames ^Mattresses 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley Regis B65 OHS 
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Tackling those ropes whichever way you can 



Keep your head down well away from the barbed wire above 



Wet, cold and muddy - just one of the many challenges 


Holding on tight as competitors tackle the net crossing 


Yes, it was Tough going 
all the way but I DID IT! 


CRAWLING under barbed wire, ice cold plung¬ 
es and leaping through fire - extreme obstacles 
designed to test the human body to the abso¬ 
lute limit, ALEX ROSS writes. 

And just some of the 200 plus challenges more than 
1,000 competitors face each year when taking on the 
Tough Guy in Perton. 

Beginning with a cross-country trail and ending at the Kill¬ 
ing Fields, participants risk dehydration, hypothermia, elec¬ 
tric shocks, sprains and broken bones. So what better way to 
prove my toughness to my colleagues than by signing up. My 
announcement was met with laughs. Although I regularly go to 
the gym and run, I’m the first to admit that I’m no ‘tough guy’. 

Last minute gym sessions and six mile cross-country runs 
followed in the days before the challenge to the point I dared 
to claim I was prepared. And it all started so easily. Two miles 
in - a brisk jog with obstacles to leap over and crawl under - it 
was going so well, only a few beads of sweat come down my 
forehead and a splattering of mud over my legs. 

But oh no. This country trail was the calm before the storm. 
It began with the Colditz Wars. A wooden structure webbed 
with rope with only one way to get past it - pull, drag and haul 
yourself to the top before tumbling down the other side. Then a 
leap through burning bales of hay followed by crawling through 
a seemingly endless line of tyres. This was just the beginning 
to my first Tough Guy - I’d only just entered the Killing Fields. 
Claustrophobic? The Underground Interrogation Pits and Vi- 
etcong Tunnels would be your worst nightmare. I entered the 


dark, murky underground of the pits, lying on my front and 
moved forward slowly, carefully avoiding hanging wires each 
producing an electric shock when touched. 

Then, still in the pitch black, it was on to the tunnels. Long 
concrete cylinders I somehow managed to haul myself through, 
partly thanks to people around me pushing and shoving me. 
On I plodded, by now my body smeared in mud and sweat, to 
the Paradise Climb, anything but paradise. A 50ft high climb 
before a scary walk on cargo net while trying not to peer down 
at the ground far below. 

Scrambling 

Worse was round the corner - an ice cold man-made lake. 
I swam ahead to a shallower part of the lake where huge logs 
were placed across the water surface. This was the Death 
Plunge. I was to now duck my whole body under the water 
again and again. 

Scrambling out of the lake The Brandenberg Wall stood high 
in front of me - a 40ft near vertical climb.But two more lakes - 
the North Face Lake and Dragons Pool - followed. 

It was the worst obstacle which had been saved till last. I 
glided along the Green Rolling Hills before faced with Viagra 
Falls. Leaping into a deep lake, I then clambered up a steep hill 
beneath hanging electric eels - but by this point I didn’t care. 

One electric shock after another as I got to the peak before 
almost falling down the other side past the finish line and onto 
a bale of hale. I collapsed in the make-shift changing area. My 
body was aching all over. But I found the energy to take a selfie 
with my medal. Done, dusted. I’d conquered Tough Guy! 



Proud and relieved - reporter 
Alex Ross with his medal 
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Don’t leave it until the last minute... 

Did you know there are lots of fun activities and events available for you and your family to enjoy 
during the school holidays in Sandwell, including activities and events for children with disabilities? 

At work? You can also find out what playschemes and childcare is available in your area. 

To plan your school holiday fun or for further information visit 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/holidays 

or call 0121 569 4914 


? ! SandweJ MS '" 5 
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Qjoin jua foh a Oalsmtim 'a t Osshmd 

Sat 13th Feb : Lunch for £8.99 
Sat 13th Feb : Dinner for £14.99 
Sun 14th Feb: All Day for £12.99 

Our chefs are preparing something special for you! 

Fresh Roses and Prosecco available 


Treat Your Special Someone!! 


Flavourz 

World Buffet 


Call now on 
0121 552 0041 or log on to 
www.flavourz.co.uk 

188 Causeway Green Road, 
Oldbury B68 8LJ 


Oh What \ 


a Night! 

Jersey Boys comes to v 
Wolverhampton - Page & 


f 


NATIVE |J 
MONSTER Wf 


For full listings see 




Ballet-Page 23 




x. 

every Friday 


February 4, 201 
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Listings February 5-11 


fill (55) GENTING ARENA ^ ^ayrarcl 


THE 
1 975 

22 Mar 2016 



) 26 Feb 2016 



• 3 Apr 2016 # 16 Apr 2016 



# 1 May 2016 


IL DIVO 

LATIN LOVE SONGS & 

ALL YOUR FAVOURITE HITS 



MANIC STREET 
PREACHERS 


mtrr >m*imT80 



#7 May 2016 # 14 May 2016 



#3Jun2016 #18Jun2016 



• 7 Jul 2016 • 26 Oct 2016 



• 23-28 Feb 2016 # 19-22 Mar 2016 

WHAT WILL YOU SEE NEXT? * barclaycardarena . co.uk theticketfactory.corrr 



PICK-UP POINTS NATIONWIDE 



www.fsrriscoachholidays.co.uk 


Alexander 

Armstrong 



Tomorrow, 7.30pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
The much-loved presenter of Pointless, 
Alexander Armstrong, is returning 
to his roots as a classically trained 
musician and is set to delight in his first 
concert tour. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Of Mice 
And Men 



Tonight - February 13 
The Rep, B’ham 

The acclaimed production of John 
Steinbeck’s drama set during Amer¬ 
ica’s Great Depression, directed by 
Roxana Silbert, returns by popular 
demand, this time with a new cast. 
Visit www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Ken 

Dodd 



Sunday, 7pm 

Prince Of Wales, Cannock 

A true British institution, Ken Dodd 
has been making people laugh for 
decades. His stand-up shows are the 
stuff of legend, often going on well past 
midnight. 

Visit www.wlct.org/cannock 


Private 

Lives 



Monday - Feb 13 
New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 
A revival of Noel Coward’s sophisticat¬ 
ed comedy stars Tom Chambers in the 
1930s story about divorcees who meet 
on honeymoon with new spouses. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/venues/ 
new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham 


POP & ROCK 

Special Kinda Madness: 
Specials & Madness Tribute 
Band 

Sat at 8.55pm, £8 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

Nik Turner’s New Space Ritual 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

SayWeCanFly 

Sat at 6pm - 10pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Loyle earner 

Tue at 7.30pm -11pm, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Montparnasse 

Sat at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Telegram 

Thu at 7pm - 11pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Bowling For Soup 

Sat at 7pm, £20 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Style Councillors 

Sat at 7pm, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
B30 3DZ. Call 0121 246 2273 

The Crookes 

Fri at 7pm, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. Call 0121 753 1818 

Soulfly 

Sun at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1RQ. 0870 320 7000 

The Game: Documentary 2 Tour 

Mon at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 1 
B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

The Temple Brothers: Everly 
Brothers Tribute 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Grouper 

Fri at 9.30pm, Sat at 
9.30pm, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Spring King 

Thu at 7.30pm - 10.30pm, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Joe Jackson 

Thu at 7pm -11pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Augustana 

Sat at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

Jack Jones: A Celebration Of 
100 Years Of Frank Sinatra 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Danny Bryant 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

U2 2:112 Tribute 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 

The Winery Dogs 

Fri at 7pm -11pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Alexandra Jayne 

Tue at 8.30pm, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

The Villagers 

Sun at 7pm -11.30pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

BLUES & JAZZ 

The Subs 

Thu at 9.30pm, 

The Jam House, Birmingham, 
B31QU. Call 0121 200 3030 

Jarrod Dickenson 

Thu at 7.45pm - 11pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 
B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

CBSO 2015-16: Beethoven 
Piano Concertos 

Wed at 2.15pm, £12.50 - £43 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Ex Cathedra: I Was Glad 

Sun at 4pm - 6pm, 

£9.50 - £35 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

Lunchtime Guitar Concert 

Fri at 1,10pm, 

Birmingham Museum and Art 
Gallery, 

B3 3DH. 

Call 0121 303 1966 


Lunchtime Organ Concert: 
Thomas Trotter 

Mon at 1pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Alexander Armstrong: A Year Of 
Songs 

Fri at 7.30pm - 9.30pm, 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

CBSO 2015-16 - Family Film 
Favourites 

Sun at 2.30pm, £10 
Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

BICS 2015/16 Maria Joao Pires 
In Recital 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

THEATRE 

Horrible Histories: Groovy 
Greeks 

Sat at 10.30am, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Out Of Chaos: Macbeth 

Thu at 8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, 

Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf? 

Tue - Thu at 7.30pm 
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

The Gruffalo’s Child 

Fri at 10.30am, 1.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Of Mice And Men 

Thu, Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2pm, 
7.30pm, Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 
2pm, 7pm, Wed at 7.30pm, Thu 
at 2pm, 7.30pm, £8.50 - £35 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Freezin 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Gary Clarke Company: Coal 

Thu at 8pm - 10pm, £8 - £12 
DanceXchange, Birmingham, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 441902566159 

Jack And The Beanstalk 

Fri at 11am, 3pm, Sat at 

1pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 


Private Lives 

Mon - Thu at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Simply The Best Divas 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Solid Life Of Sugar Water 

Fri at 8pm, Sat at 2.30pm , 8pm, 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping 
Beauty 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£18.50-£42.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000 

Birmingham Royal Ballet And 
Royal Ballet Sinfonia 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham, B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Motionhouse: Broken 

Tue at 8pm, Wed at 8pm, 
mac, Cannon Hill Road, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

An Inspector Calls 

Fri at 7.30pm, Sat at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, £11.75-£27.75 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Stags And Hens 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 

Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

The Crows Plucked Your Sinews 

Tue - Thu at 8pm 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2EP Call 0121 236 4455 

Jersey Boys 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 2.30pm, 
7.30pm, Thu at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, 
£27.50 - £49.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Tantalise #Take2 - The 
Ultimate Ladies Night 

Fri - Sat at 8pm - 3am, 

Quantum Centre, Birmingham, 
B40 1 NT. Call 0121 780 4141 


COMEDY 

Juice Comedy 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Ken Dodd 

Sun at 7pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 


Tony Law: Frillemorphesis 

Thu at 7pm, 

Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Gary Delaney 

Sun at 8pm - 11pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

CLUBBING 

Nicolas Lutz & Francesco Del 
Garda 

Sat - Sun at 10pm - 6am, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

Marcia Carr & E Double D 

Sat - Sun at 9pm - 2am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Vertigo 

Sat at 9pm, 

The Victoria, Birmingham, 

B1 1 BN. Call 0121 633 9439 

Keeping It Soulful 

Fri - Sat at 9pm - 2am, £ 

The Victoria, Birmingham, 

B1 1 BN. Call 0121 633 9439 

Propaganda 

Fri - Sat at 10.30pm - 3.30am, 
02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1 DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Highgrade 

Fri - Sat at 10.30pm - 5am, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Leftfoot Presents Mala At Hare 
And Hounds 

Fri - Sat at 9pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Sweat 

Sat - Sun at 9pm - 3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Hospitality 

Sat - Sun at 10pm - 6am, 

The Rainbow, Birmingham, 

B12 OLD. 

Call 0121 753 1818 

OTHER EVENTS 

Jewellery & Watch Birmingham 

Sun - Thu at 9am - 4pm, Free 
The NEC, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Spring Fair 

Sun at 9am - 4pm, Free 
The NEC, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 










































































thefastticket 


entertainment 


The Jersey Boys 
are back in town 



Sam Ferriday, Stephen Webb, Matt Comer and Lewis Griffiths in Jersey Boys 


ONE of the West End’s big¬ 
gest hits of recent years, 
Jersey Boys, is at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre 
from Tuesday to Saturday, 
February 20. 

Whilst still packing them into the 
Piccadilly Theatre in London, the 
touring production about the career 
of American pop group The Four Sea¬ 
sons, starring Matt Corner as Frankie 
Valli, is a surefire crowd-pleaser. 

Full of Four Seasons hits from 
the golden era of pop in the 1960s 
and 70s, it also pulls no punches in 
its story about how a bunch of New 
Jersey boys who seemed destined to 
become crooks and gangsters took the 
music world by storm, but at some 
considerable personal cost. 

Worldwide 

Sam Ferriday will play Bob Gau- 
dio, Lewis Griffiths is Nick Massi and 
Stephen Webb is Tommy DeVito, all 
continuing in their roles from pre¬ 
vious tour dates. Michael Pickering 
will join the cast to play the role of 
Frankie Valli at certain performances. 

Also joining the touring cast will be 
Mark Heenehan as Gyp DeCarlo, Joel 
Elferink as Bob Crewe, Joe Maxwell 
as Norm Waxman and Samantha Hull 
as Francine. 

Jersey Boys has been seen by more 
22 million people worldwide and is 
firmly established as one of Lon¬ 
don’s most popular shows. It was also 
turned into a movie by actor/director 
Clint Eastwood. 

The Four Seasons sold 100 million 
records worldwide, all before they 
turned 30. The show includes all the 


major hits, including Sherry, Walk 
Like A Man, December, 1963 (Oh 
What a Night), Big Girls Don’t Cry, 
My Eyes Adored You, Beggin’, Let’s 
Hang On (To What We’ve Got), Bye 
Bye Baby, Can’t Take My Eyes Off 
You, Working My Way Back To You, 
Rag Doll and Who Loves You. 


Written by Marshall Brickman and 
Rick Elice, Jersey Boys has won Ol¬ 
ivier and Tony awards for Best New 
Musical, among 57 major awards 
worldwide. 

See www.grandtheatre.co.uk for 
further details or call the box office 
on 01902 429 212. 



Ballet gets a 
revamp-ire 

A GOTHIC romance from the choreographer 
who created the male dancers’ Swan Lake and 
passionate ballet The Car Man is set to thrill 
audiences at Birmingham Hippodrome from 
Tuesday to Saturday. 

Danced to the music of Tchaikovsky, Matthew Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty takes the familiar fairy story and twists it 
into a dazzling whirl of punk fairies and vampires. It goes 
from the opulent Edwardian era to modern day, delivered 
with irreverent humour and lots of style and vigour. 

Created for his New Adventures company’s 25th birthday 
in 2012, Sleeping Beauty was a hit at the Hippodrome a year 
later and this revival comes to Birmingham after a successful 
run at London Sadler’s Wells. 

Returning to the central role of Aurora is rising star Ashley 
Shaw, a role shared with Cordelia Braithwaite in her first 
principal role with New Adventures. Her hero Leo will once 
again be played by Bromsgrove-born dancer Chris Trenfield 
and Dominic North, who has appeared in more New Adven¬ 
tures productions than any other dancer. North was nomi¬ 
nated as Outstanding Male Dancer at The National Dance 
Awards for his performance as Edward Scissorhands. 

The twin roles of Dark Fairy Carabosse and her sinister 
son Caradoc will be shared by two of New Adventures’ most 
charismatic performers, Adam Maskell and Tom Clark, the 
latter making his debut in a principal role. 

For more information see www.birminghamhippodrome. 
com or for tickets call 0844 338 5000. 


Dance highlights 
at Symphony Hall 

THE Royal Ballet Sinfonia takes 
centre stage at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall on Saturday in 
an evening celebrating classic 
balletic highlights. 

Compered by Birmingham 
Royal Ballet’s director David 
Bintley, the evening will include 
music and dance excerpts from 
some of the company’s most fa¬ 
mous productions, such as David 
Bintley’s The Seasons, Frederick 
Ashton’s The Dream, and Ken¬ 
neth Macmillan’s Romeo and 
Juliet. The latter is being per¬ 
formed at Birmingham Hippo¬ 
drome later this month. 

The evening will also include 
a performance by students from 
Birmingham’s Elmhurst School 
for Dance. See www.thsh.co.uk 


All-star jazz band 
in Art Blakey tribute 

MARKING the passing of jazz 
great Art Blakey 25 years ago, 
saxophonist Jean Toussaint 
brings his Roots and Herbs 
combo to celebrate and explore 
the music of the Blue Note leg¬ 
end and his Jazz Messengers. 

The gig at Wolverhampton 
University’s Arena venue to¬ 
morrow night (Fri) will feature 
an all-star line-up of trombonist 
Dennis Rollins, pianist Julian 
Joseph, trumpeter Byron Wal¬ 
len, Daniel Casimir on bass and 
drummer Shane Forbes. See the 
arena@wlv.ac.uk website. 

That’s the same night veteran 
crooner Jack Jones performs his 
Jack Sings Frank tribute to Si¬ 
natra at the Symphony Hall. 


US rock invasion 
at city gig venues 

GIG higlights include Nashville 
rockers The Cadillac Three at 
Digbeth’s 02 Institute tonight 
(Thu), with metal super-group 
The Winery Dogs at the same 
venue tomorrow night. 

Texan rockers Bowling For 
Soup play Brum’s 02 Academy 
on Saturday, Arizona metal out¬ 
fit Soufly are at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Slade Rooms on Sunday. 
Mid-80s drummer with punk 
legends The Ramones, Richie 
Ramone, has a gig at the Robin 
2 in Bilston on Monday. 

London rapper Loyle Carner 
plays the Hare And Hounds in 
Kings Heath on Tuesday, the 
same night fuzz rockers Ulrika 
Spacek are in the other room. 



FINANCE 
... DEALS 
AVAILABLE’ 
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HUGE HOLIDAY 
HOME SALE 


UTH BAY 


^ HOLIDAY HOMES FROM JUST £16,995 

- Including 2016 pitch fees 

★ STUNNING SEA VIEW LOCATIONS 
AVAILABLE - These are limited so hurry! 

^ 3 BED LODGES FROM JUST £49,995 

^ BUY A HOLIDAY HOME ON THIS 

UNSPOILT, EXCLUSIVE PARK & START 
ENJOYING HOLIDAYS STRAIGHT AWAY 


^ PART EXCHANGES WELCOME 

- Great prices given 

★ OPEN IOV 2 MONTHS OF THE YEAR 

^ EARN UP TO £19,396** THROUGH 
OUR MANAGED LETTING SCHEME 

- If you choose to let 

^ PITCH FEES FROM JUST 
£2948 PER YEAR 


‘Finance subject to status written details available on request Away Resorts Ltd is a licenced credit broker authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
For more information please ask ‘‘Figure based on letting a Luxury 8 berth Lodge from March - October, please ask for more details. 


c Tfi& 

IN THE^NORTH 
WALES CROWN 

- WHERE THE MOUNTAINS MEET THE SEA - 


Why not come and take a closer look? 

Call 01341 247350 


Barmouth Bay Holiday Park, Tal-y-bont 
Gwynedd, Wales, LL43 2BJ 

www.awayresorts.co.uk 
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We also serve 


SUNDAY 

CARVERY 


GREAT 


STEAK & 


GRILMEALS 


Mi 


MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 




ft gt fif High Street, Blackheath 

XJ ^Tels 0121 501 5599 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 
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“thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 6 


CHOICE 



John Inverdale 


Live Six Nations Rugby 
Union 

(BBC1,4.30pm) 

Scotland v England (Kick-off 
4.50pm). John Inverdale is at 
Murrayfield to introduce 
coverage of the Calcutta Cup 
tie, as the rivals play their first 
match of this year's 
tournament. Scotland's record 
in this fixture in recent years is 
quite dismal, but this year they 
can enter the encounter with 
confidence following a much- 
improved showing at the 2015 
World Cup and the undoubted 
progress made under coach 
Vern Cotter. England, in 
contrast, are starting over again 
following their early exit from 
that tournament, which resulted 
in Eddie Jones taking over as 
coach from Stuart Lancaster, 
and Jones has named an 
exciting, new-look squad 
captained by Dylan Hartley. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Foolproof 
Cooking. (R) 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Bargain Flunt. (R) 1.30 
Live Six Nations Rugby Union. France v 
Italy (Kick-off 2.25pm). 4.30 Live Six 
Nations Rugby Union. Scotland v 
England (Kick-off 4.50pm). 

6.55 BBC News. 

7.05 Regional Programme. 

7.15 The Voice UK. Paloma Faith, Boy 
George, William and Ricky 
Wilson appraise the talents of 
more would-be stars as the 
spinning-chair singing contest 
continues. As the fifth set of “blind 
auditions” gets under way, 

Vangelis from London performs a 
rendition of the Culture Club hit Do 
You Really Want to Hurt Me. The 
coaches also assess the talents of 
Mari Marli, who sings William's 
own Bang Bang, and 19-year-old 
Durham busker Chloe Castro. 

Plus, four-time Britain’s Strongest 
Woman winner Gemma 
Magnusson takes to the stage. 

8.30 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. New series. Shane 
Richie returns with the dream 
prize game show, giving more 
couples a chance to pick a 
selection of perfect rewards to 
make up their personal wish lists, 
all of which have a connection to 
their shared history together. The 
contest begins as Phil and Sian 
from Liverpool attempt to win their 
chosen items. Plus, Ronan Keating 
performs in the studio, and joins 
Gaby Roslin to push the button in 
the all-important Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

9.20 Casualty. Ethan has managed to 
put aside his dissatisfaction with 
NHS restrictions, and is back in 
full swing in the ED. The 
development comes as welcome 
news for Lily, and the pair join 
forces to help a girl with autism 
get the family support she 
desperately needs. However, just 
as Ethan begins to settle back 
down to work, it appears his world 
is about to be shaken to its core. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents; National Lottery Update. 

11.55 Race to Super Bowl 50. 

12.25 Film: Man of the Year. (2006) 2.15 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.20 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Film: Tension at Table Rock. (1956) 

7.45 Film: The Red Beret. (1953) 9.10 
Animal Park. (R) 10.10 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 11.10 Natural World. (R) 
12.00 James Martin: Home Comforts. (R) 

12.45 Rick Stein’s India. (R) 1.45 Holiday 
of My Lifetime with Len Goodman. (R) 
2.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.30 Flog 
It! (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.25 Earth’s 
Greatest Spectacles. (R) 

6.25 Back in Time for the Weekend. 
The Ashby-Hawkins family give up 
their 21 st century technology and 
travel back in time to discover the 
radical transformation of our 
leisure time since 1950. Guided by 
presenter Giles Coren and social 
historian Polly Russell, the family’s 
experience is underpinned by The 
Family Expenditure Survey, a 
government study which ran from 
the 1950s through to 1999. In the 
first episode, dad Rob finds out 
that he’s expected to be handy with 
a tool kit, while mum Steph comes 
to terms with all the washing, 
cooking and cleaning expected of 

a 1950s housewife. Meanwhile, 
16-year-old Daisy learns ballroom 
dancing courtesy of Angela 
Rippon, and 12-year-old Seth 
discovers the great outdoors. (R) 

7.25 King George and Queen Mary: 

The Royals Who Rescued the 
Monarchy. Part two of two. Queen 
Mary’s rise to the throne from a 
comparatively low position within 
the royal hierarchy, after being 
selected for the role by Queen 
Victoria. (R) 

8.25 Dad’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
has too much to drink during a 
weekend course with Captain 
Square, but still manages to save 
Jonesy’s life. (R) 

9.00 The Real Marigold Hotel. The 

group settle into life in their base 
in Jaipur, India, as Wayne Sleep 
and Bobby George have a cut¬ 
throat shave and a trip to the Taj 
Mahal brings Miriam Margolyes to 
tears. (R) 

10.00 Live at the Apollo. Romesh 
Ranganathan comperes an 
evening of stand-up at London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, performing 
himself and introducing routines 
by guests Jason Byrne and 
Stewart Francis. (R) 

10.45 Insert Name Here. (R) 

11.15Film:Tim. (1979) 

1.00 Film: My Afternoons with 
Margueritte. (2010) 2.15 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Jessie. 9.05 
Scrambled!: The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. 
(R) 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

11.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 12.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. 1.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 2.25 
Tipping Point. (R) 3.30 Doc Martin. (R) 

4.30 The Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 
5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! More 
comical mishaps, including a 
building crushing a luxury sports 
car and a tree that manages to 
topple a motorcyclist. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the second semi-final, 
challenging more returning 
contestants to face the infamous 
obstacle course once again. 

8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
provides four more potential 
suitors for his 30 single ladies. 

This time, the men braving the 
“love lift” are James, a 
commodities trader from Leeds, 
Leamington Spa student Ben, 
Manchester-based circus 
performer Josh and Ian, a 
digital developer from 
Portsmouth. As ever, the 
would-be Romeos must present 
themselves to female panel in the 
hope that they’ll keep their lights 
on as a sign of approval. Plus, 
Paddy provides an update from 
last week’s couples on the Isle of 
Fernandos. 

9.20 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host subjects another batch of 
celebrity guests to no-holds- 
barred questioning. Plus, musical 
performances by A-list bands and 
solo artists. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.40 Film: Jurassic Park III. (2001) 
Action adventure sequel, starring 
Sam Neill, William H Macy and Tea 
Leoni. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

8.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.00 The Morning Line. 10.00 Frasier. 

(R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.30 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 

1.30 Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage 
from Sandown Park, Ffos Las and 
Wetherby. 4.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 5.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 

6.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales go to 
Ireland and travel along the 
Shannon Erne Waterway, a canal 
linking the North to the South. 
Along the way, they try some 
traditional dancing and folk 
singing, visit historic sites 
including Crom Castle and Bloody 
Pass, and meet a genealogist with 
a fascinating story to tell. Last in 
the series. (R) 

8.00 Walking Through Time. 

Palaeontologist Dr Tori Herridge 
investigates the natural disaster 
that destroyed the massive chalk 
land-bridge that once connected 
Britain to continental Europe 
450,000 years ago. Beginning her 
inquiries in Norfolk, she discovers 
what life was like before the 
ancient mega-flood, where she 
meets an amateur palaeontologist 
who uncovered the biggest 
mammoth skeleton ever found, 
and examines the 850,000-year- 
old footprints of an early human 
family perfectly preserved in 
prehistoric mud. She then travels 
to Kent and the white cliffs of 
Dover to detail how the mega¬ 
flood happened, joining an 
“oceanographic” expedition 
seeking to document evidence of 
this cataclysm found on the bed of 
the English Channel. 

9.00 Film: Prisoners. (2013) Premiere. 
Police question a man in relation 
to the disappearance of two 
children, but can find no evidence 
of wrongdoing. However, the 
distraught father of one of the 
missing youngsters is not 
convinced of his innocence, and 
kidnaps the suspect to force him 
into a confession. Thriller, starring 
Hugh Jackman. 

12.00 Film: Friday the 13th. (2009) 1.45 
Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 Undercover Boss 
Canada. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.35 Funniest Fails, Falls & 

Flops. (R) 12.00 Police Interceptors. (R) 

I. 00 Police Interceptors. (R) 2.00 Now 
That’s Funny! (R) 3.00 Benefits, Babies 
& Jail. (R) 4.00 Benefits: Can’t Work, 
Won’t Work. (R) 5.00 Benefits: 19 Kids 
and Counting the Cost. (R) 

6.00 Celebs on Benefits: Fame to 
Claim. Documentary following 
former Corrie star Bruce Jones 
(Les Battersby) and one-time Big 
Brother contestant Lisa Appleton, 
who have gone from signing 
autographs to signing on the dole. 
(R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 World War II in Colour. Examining 
Mussolini’s decision to push Italy’s 
forces into North Africa, and 
looking at the air and sea battles 
for control of the strategically vital 
Mediterranean island of Malta. (R) 
8.00 America’s Hidden Pyramid City: 
Ancient Mysteries. Ateam of 
experts uses cutting-edge 
technology to examine the history 
of an ancient Native American 
civilisation that built a metropolis 
in what is now Illinois. (R) 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the weekend’s top 
matches from the Championship, 
which included Burnley v Hull City 
and Middlesbrough v Blackburn 
Rovers. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. Kelly Cates and George 
Riley present a round-up of all the 
goals and talking points from 
League One and League Two, as 
well as a look at the latest league 
tables. 

10.30 Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit. The detectives are forced to 
rely on an officer from another 
district when a rape victim refuses 
to talk to anyone but him, while 
introductions to the new ADA go 
badly. (R) 

II. 25 Law & Order: Special Victims 

Unit. An ex-financier is questioned 
about the murder of his girlfriend - 
but the focus of the investigation 
gradually shifts to the CEO of a 
dating website. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity 
Botched Up Bodies. (R) 4.00 Celebrity 
Big Brother: The Good, the Bad and the 
Outrageous. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes III: Not in 3D 
7.05 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.05 Top Gear 
Vietnam Special 9.20 Film: Meet the 
Parents (2000) 11.05 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 11.30 Family Guy 1.00 
Russell Howard’s Good News 1.30 
Siblings 2.00 The Revolution Will Be 
Televised 3.00 Far Right and Proud: 
Reggie Yates’ Extreme Russia 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 How Earth Made Us 8.00 
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken History 
9.00 The Young Montalbano 10.45 
Annabel’s Nightclub: A String of Naked 
Lightbulbs 11.45 Je t’aime: The Story of 
French Song with Petula Clark 12.45 
Shirley Bassey at the BBC 1.45 Top of the 
Pops: 1981 3.10 Sounds of the Eighties 

3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.10 Ninja Warrior UK 12.10 Scorpion 
1.05 You’ve Been Framed! Gold Full 
Throttle 2.10 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 4.00 Film: Beethoven (1992) 

5.50 Celebrity Catchphrase 6.50 Film: 
The Mummy Returns (2001) 9.20 Take 
Me Out -The Gossip 10.20 The Keith 
Lemon Sketch Show 10.50 Film: 
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street (2008) 1.10 Beowulf: Return 
to the Shieldlands 2.10 Reality Bites 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.50 The Return of Sherlock Holmes 
4.00 Film: Columbo: It’s All in the Game 
(1993) 6.05 Midsomer Murders 10.00 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 12.05 Blue 
Murder 1.40 Man About the House 2.05 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.35 Film: No Name on the Bullet (1959) 

3.10 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 6.00 Live FIA 
Formula E Championship. The Buenos 
Aires ePrix. 8.30 Storage Wars 9.00 
Film: Escape from New York (1981) 
11.05 Film: The Return (2006) 12.50 
Film: Red Heat (1988) 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

3.05 The Goldbergs 4.00 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 5.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Bridesmaids (2011) 11.30 
Gogglebox 1.35 Virtually Famous 2.20 
The Inbetweeners 3.15 The IT Crowd 
4.05 2 Broke Girls 4.30 Rules of 
Engagement 5.15 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 California Man (1992) 1.00 Horton 
Hears a Who! (2008) 2.40 Chocolat 
(2000) 5.00 City of Ember (2008) 6.45 
Shallow Hal (2001) 9.00 Salt (2010) 
10.55 ATM (2012) 
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SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 7 25 


CHOICE 



Patrick Kielty 


Patrick Kielty's Mulholland 
Drive 

(BBC2,10pm) 

Patrick Kielty's journey to find 
the truth about William 
Mulholland, who was 
responsible for building 
Los Angeles' water 
infrastructure and providing a 
water supply that allowed the 
city to grow into one of the 
largest in the world. Patrick's 
family all worked for the 
water company in Northern 
Ireland and upon discovering 
that the man who gave LA its 
water was from Belfast, decided 
to find out why he isn't globally 
recognised. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 3.15 The Great Sport 
Relief Bake Off. (R) 4.15 Songs of 
Praise. 4.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

5.35 Nature’s Miracle Orphans. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Matt Baker explore Tyne and Wear, 
visiting a lighthouse currently 
being restored and a country park 
on the site of an old coal mine that 
is now home to a variety of wildlife 
and a cattle farm, as well as 
looking for glass smoothed by the 
tide in Seaham. Olympic boxer 
Nicola Adams reveals her favourite 
countryside destination, Adam 
Henson meets some of Suffolk’s 
country breeds, and Tom Heap 
investigates Britain’s flood 
defences. Including Weather For 
The Week Ahead. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Sister Julienne 
has an eye-opening experience on 
a maternity ward, and a young 
man from Poplar is accepted into 
university - but an unexpected 
development threatens his 
dreams. 

9.00 War and Peace. Chaos descends 
on Moscow as the French army 
attacks the city. The Rostovs 
realise they are in danger and flee 
for their lives. Natasha finds 
herself with an unexpected 
travelling companion, and sees a 
last chance to make amends. 
Sonya is asked by the countess to 
make a sacrifice for her family. 
Traumatised by his experiences on 
the battlefield, Pierre resolves to 
stay behind and fight the invaders, 
and as he struggles through a hard 
winter, the scenes of horror and 
kindness he witnesses change his 
outlook on life. Last in the series. 
10.20 BBC News. 

10.40Regional Programme. 

10.50 Match of the Day 2. Jason 
Mohammad reviews the day’s 
Premier League action. 

II. 55 Film: In the Valley of Elah. (2007) 

Drama, starring Tommy Lee 
Jones, Charlize Theron and Susan 
Sarandon. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.50 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.35 The Secret History of the British 
Garden. 8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Best 
Bakes Ever. (R) 11.45 Race to Super 
Bowl 50. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 
Film: We Dive at Dawn. (1943) Second 
World War adventure, starring John 
Mills. 2.35 Film: None But the Brave. 

(1965) Second World War adventure, 
starring Frank Sinatra. 4.15 Cats v Dogs: 
Which Is Best? (R) 5.15 Flog It! (R) 

6.15 Ski Sunday. Including action from 
the men’s World Cup downhill 
competition in Jeongseon, South 
Korea, which is set to be one of the 
host venues at the 2018 Winter 
Olympics. 

7.00 Six Nations Rugby Union. John 
Inverdale presents action from the 
opening round of the 2016 
championship, featuring Scotland 
v England at Murrayfield, Ireland v 
Wales at the Aviva Stadium and 
France v Italy at the Stade de 
France. All of the nations were 
playing their first matches since 
last year’s World Cup, with France 
and England aiming to impress 
under new coaches after 
disappointing in that tournament. 
With analysis by Keith Wood, 
Martyn Williams and Jeremy 
Guscott. 

8.00 Greece with Simon Reeve. Part 
one of two. The presenter takes a 
tour of Greece, travelling from the 
islands of the Aegean to Athens 
and learning how the Greek people 
are coping with their country’s 
crises. 

9.00 James May’s Cars of the People. 

James looks into some of the 
planned new directions in 
motoring that never caught on, 
driving an amphibious car and an 
electric scooter, and taking a ride 
in a driverless car. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Patrick Kielty’s Mulholland Drive. 

A journey to find the truth about 
William Mulholland, who was 
responsible for building Los 
Angeles’ water infrastructure and 
providing a water supply that 
allowed the city to grow. (R) 

10.50 American Football: Super Bowl 
50. Denver Broncos v Carolina 
Panthers (Kick-off 11.30pm). Live 
coverage of the 50th staging of the 
showpiece event. 

3.30 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 4.30 
Holby City. (R) 5.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: The 
Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 FIA Formula 
E Championship. 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 11.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 

12.30 Off Their Rockers. (R) 1.00 Ninja 
Warrior UK. (R) 2.00 Live Six Nations 
Rugby Union. Ireland v Wales (Kick-off 
3.00pm). 5.15 Catchphrase. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Planet’s Got Talent. Featuring a 
human cannonball, a high-wire 
motorbike display, a whip-cracking 
cowboy, a death-defying acrobat 
and a performer who slices flying 
fruit. Narrated by Warwick Davis. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. Slean’s intended 
bride arrives in Herot, but his mind 
is elsewhere as he is torn between 
his loyalty to his mother and his 
own lust for power. 

8.00 Vera. The detective investigates 
the discovery of a young man’s 
body in an area notorious for illicit 
teenage gatherings, the corpse 
wrapped in plastic sheeting and 
having received a blow to the 
head. Vera follows the trail to a 
funfair where the victim used to 
work and a church where he 
sought refuge, having recently 
been made homeless. She delves 
into his family history to discover 
why he was on the streets when 
his parents lived nearby, while 
forensic evidence implicates the 
son of the vicar, who has a 
criminal past. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Rookies. Documentary filmed 
over the course of a year following 
trainee police officers from the 
Lincolnshire force, charting their 
progress as they venture out onto 
the streets. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present action from the 11th 
round of fixtures. 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.40 The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.30 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 2.35 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
The Squeakquel. (2009) Comedy, 
starring Zachary Levi. 4.15 The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.45 The Simpsons. (R) 
5.15 Channel 4 News. 5.35 Film: X-Men. 
(2000) Sci-fi comic-book adventure, 
starring Hugh Jackman. 

7.30 The Jump. Davina McCall 
presents the second round of the 
celebrity winter sports challenge. 
The 11 remaining contestants 
compete in a Snow Cross event, 
with the losers of each race having 
to face a super-sized ski jump to 
determine which of them will be 
eliminated from the contest. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. Moritz 

recuperates after the transplant, 
and decides to remain at home. 
However, both Annett and 
Schweppenstette are adamant that 
he must return to his assignment 
in the West. Alex Edel takes 
General Jackson hostage and 
forces him to denounce military 
plans in Western Europe. In 
German. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Sean Lock and Isy Suttie compete 
against Jon Richardson and 
Richard Osman in the words-and- 
numbers quiz, while Alex Horne 
and the Horne Section help out in 
Dictionary Corner. (R) 

11.05Film: Alien 3. (1992) Officer 
Ripley is marooned on an all-male 
prison planet, where she again 
faces her extraterrestrial arch¬ 
enemy. Sci-fi thriller sequel, with 
Sigourney Weaver. 

1.05 Embarrassing Bodies: Back to the 
Clinic. The doctors invite back some of 
their most memorable patients, including 
a woman who visited because of excess 
hair on her face and body. (R) 2.00 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.15 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. The property expert helps 
homeowners in Leeds, including a man 
struggling to sell his three-bedroom 
semi, and a woman whose dated 
bungalow is not attracting buyers. (R) 
5.10 Deal or No Deal. Players try to beat 
the banker and guess the contents of 
mystery boxes, and could double their 
winnings with box 23 - if they are brave 
enough to buy it with what they have 
won. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 TicketyToc. (R) 6.55 Zackand 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.05 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.30 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.05 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 The 
Championship: Football League Tonight. 
(R) 11.30 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.55 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.55 
Film: My Favorite Martian. (1999) Sci-fi 
comedy, starring Christopher Lloyd. 3.40 
Film: Three Men and a Little Lady. 

(1990) Comedy sequel, starring Tom 
Selleck. 5.35 5 News Weekend. 5.40 
Film: Little Nicky. (2000) Comedy 
fantasy, starring Adam Sandler. 

7.25 Film: Zoolander. (2001) Dim male 
model Derek Zoolander is stunned 
to find his career going downhill 
thanks to the arrival of an equally 
vacuous rival - but fails to realise 
he is merely a pawn in a 
dangerous game of international 
espionage and world domination. 
Comedy, starring Ben Stiller, Owen 
Wilson, Will Ferrell, Milla Jovovich, 
Christine Taylor and David 
Duchovny. Edited for sexual 
content and language. 

9.00 Film: The Internship. (2013) 
Premiere. Two old-fashioned 
salesmen find their careers 
derailed by changes in technology. 
They nevertheless manage to get 
internships at an internet 
company, but face a battle to come 
to terms with modern business 
methods, while competing against 
younger rivals. Comedy, starring 
Vince Vaughn, Owen Wilson and 
Rose Byrne. 

11.15 Film: The Green Hornet. (2011) A 
playboy media-mogul becomes a 
masked crime-fighter, with the 
help of his kungfu expert 
chauffeur. Comic-book adventure, 
starring Seth Rogen, Jay Chou and 
Cameron Diaz. 

1.25 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 America’s Hidden Pyramid 
City: Ancient Mysteries. The rise and fall 
of a Native American civilisation. (R) 

4.00 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes V: Revenge of 
the Fifth 7.10 Great TV Mistakes 7.40 The 
Voice UK 9.00 Film: Meet the Fockers 
(2004) 10.50 Family Guy 11.30 American 
Dad! 12.15 Family Guy 12.35 Cuckoo 

3.25 Cuckoo Christmas Special 4.00 
Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Montalbano and Me: Andrea 
Camilleri 7.50 Britain’s Wild Places 8.00 
Russia’s Lost Princesses 9.00 Film: Palio 
(2015) 10.30 History of the Eagles 12.30 
Tutankhamun: The Truth Uncovered 1.30 
Rock ’n’ Roll America 2.30 Sounds of the 
Eighties 2.55 Totally British: 70s Rock ’n’ 
Roll 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.35 Take Me Out 12.55 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 2.00 Grease: Live 4.55 
Minion Madness 5.10 Film: Despicable 
Me (2010) 7.00 Film: Legally Blonde 
(2001) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 10.00 Film: 
American Pie: The Wedding (2003) 11.55 
Film: Forgetting Sarah Marshall (2008) 
2.00 Planet’s Funniest Animals 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Film: Columbo: It’s All in the Game 
(1993) 1.30 The Return of Sherlock 
Holmes 2.45 The Casebook of Sherlock 
Holmes 3.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
5.55 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Barging 
Round Britain with John Sergeant 9.00 
Caroline Quentin’s National Parks 10.00 
Mrs Biggs 11.30 Film: Hamlet (1990) 
2.05 Film: Till Death Us Do Part (1969) 
3.45 Heartbeat 5.25 Judge Judy 

ITV4 

1.35 Counting Cars 2.25 The Classic Car 
Show 3.30 Film: No Name on the Bullet 
(1959) 5.10 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: 
Nighthawks (1981) 11.05 Film: 
Apocalypse Now (1979) 2.05 Ax Men 
2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.30 Film: School of Rock (2003) 4.45 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 5.00 The 
Goldbergs 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 Rude Tube 12.05 The 
Inbetweeners 1.15 The IT Crowd 2.15 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.00 Don’t 
Trust the b**** in Apartment 23 
Film4 

11.00 Destination Gobi (1953) 1.00 Step 
Up (2006) 3.15 Bugsy Malone (1976) 
5.05 First Daughter (2004) 7.15 
Airplane! (1980) 9.00 Patriot Games 
(1992) 11.15 Under Siege 2: Dark 
Territory (1995) 
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^ Bison 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• NEW: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


IS 



Repairs , Spares , Sales 

All major brands repaired, also built in 
appliances, electric cookers, dishwashers, 
washing machines etc. 

Brand new, reconditioned appliances available 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, Blackheath, B65 OEH 
0121 561 3785 



Gardening Services & Shed 
Re-felts Also Undertaken. 


Free Quotes. All Written Quotes Beaten!! 

01384 834197 
07927 014217 


PLUMBMASTER 


Zfrfs 

A, 


• Complete central 
heating and parts 
available 

• Taps • Towel rails 

• Showers 

• Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering 

• Bathroom Suites 


©as soots] 

6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 



PARRYS 

INTERNATIONAL 


\ 




Finalist 

Coach Tour Operator 


Britain’s finest Coach Tour Fleet 


British Coach Holidays 
Quality European Tours 

London Theatre Weekends 

From only £99.50 

Ireland 


NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 
CALL ©01922 414576 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Hannibal, Channel 5,10.55pm 

Fugitive serial killer Dr Hannibal Lecter has gone into 
hiding as an academic in Italy, but a disfigured victim 
is determined to find him and inflict a gruesome 
revenge. Ridley Scott’s thriller sequel, starring Anthony 
Hopkins, Julianne Moore and Ray Liotta. (2001) 

TUESDAY 

A Surrogate’s Terror, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A college student agrees to be a surrogate mother for 
a wealthy couple in return for her tuition fees being 
paid, only for the prospective parents to die in a car 
crash. Drama, starring Cassie Steele. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

Michael Clayton, BBC1,11.45pm 

A troubled attorney takes over a high-profile case 
when a colleague suffers a nervous breakdown and 
threatens to blow the whistle on corporate corruption. 
However, as he tries to limit the damage, he uncovers 
damning proof that will expose a secret group of 
conspirators - who are prepared to commit murder to 
keep the evidence buried. Legal thriller, starring 
George Clooney and Tom Wilkinson. (2007) 



THURSDAY 

Guilty at 17, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A teenager believes her friend when she lies about 
being sexually harassed by a teacher, and falsely 
claims to have witnessed an incident. When the 
accused teacher commits suicide, she is consumed 
with guilt and begins to suspect she has been 
deceived. Crime drama, starring Erin Sanders and 
Alex Paxton-Beesley. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Evil Under the Sun, ITV, 11.15pm 

Hercule Poirot braves the heat and sand to investigate 
the murder of a glamorous stage star on an idyllic 
Adriatic holiday island. It becomes clear many people 
had reason to want the temperamental actress dead 
and the Belgian sleuth is soon hard at work figuring 
out which of her enemies eventually managed to kill 
her. Mystery, with Peter Ustinov, Diana Rigg, James 
Mason, Maggie Smith and Jane Birkin. (1982) 


Mulder and Scully are 
reopening their files 


I t could be a case for Mulder and 
Scully - whatever happened to the 
top-rated sci-fi series and its 
characters when it went off air for 14 
years? Thankfully, we’re about to find 
out because The X-Files is back. 

Even the most die-hard of fans (and 
let’s face it, there were plenty of those 
around during the show’s original run, 
from 1993 to 2002) never thought 
they’d get to see their heroes in action 
again, and have been almost beside 
themselves with glee at the prospect 
since the reboot was announced. 

Not that bringing back much-loved 
cult series is a rarity these days. 
Doctor Who made a triumphant 
return, nine years after he last 
featured in the lacklustre 1996 film, 
while Twin Peaks is set to appear on 
our screens in 2017 following a 
26-year hiatus. 

Both David Duchovny and Gillian 
Anderson have agreed to reprise their 
roles as FBI agents Fox Mulder and 
Dana Scully - it just wouldn’t have 
been the same without them. 

Both stars have enjoyed success in 
various projects following the end of 


the original series, with Anderson 
particularly familiar to UK viewers 
thanks to her appearance on TV in 
the likes of The Fall, Great 
Expectations, The Crimson Petal and 
the White, and the recent adaptation 
of War and Peace. 

They will be joined by various other 
original run alumni, including Mitch 
Pileggi as the FBI’s assistance 
director Walter Skinner, and William B 
Davis, who plays the enigmatic 
Smoking Man. 

What surprised many is that 
Channel 5 outbid other broadcasters 
to grab the right to show the six-part 
run. “Securing the UK premiere of the 
hugely anticipated return of The 
X-Files is a major coup for the 
channel and will create one of the 
television events of 2016,” said Ben 
Frow, director of programmes at 
Channel 5. ‘This acquisition 
underlines our ambition to deliver a 
diverse slate of brilliant, must-see 
programming on Channel 5.” 

So far, feedback has been very 
good. Okay, so some critics have 
been unkind, but fans - and they are 
the ones who are important here - 


have given it an overwhelming 
thumbs-up. 

What’s more, the first episode 
features a recap that will be invaluable 
to casual viewers, or those who didn’t 
watch the original run or either of its 
spin-off movies. After that, it’s the 
monster-of-the-week approach that 
takes centre stage as Mulder and 
Scully get to grips with more intrigue 
and conspiracy. 

When we meet them again, the duo 
have been living separate lives for 
years - she at a medical practice, him 
ploughing his own furrow. They are 
brought back together by a cable TV 
host who wants them to help him 
expose a sinister organisation he 
believes has the power to control the 
American public. 

Channel 5 is also broadcasting The 
X-Files: Reopened immediately before 
the first edition, enabling fans to see 
behind-the-scenes footage of 
Duchovny and Anderson in action with 
the show’s creator, Chris Carter. 

Will the programme’s return whet 
our appetite for more? Probably - the 
question is, will it ever be sated? 


1 



Gillian Anderson and David Duchovny star in The X-Files, 

Monday, Channel 5, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Mary Berry’s Foolproof Cooking 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

The Great British Bake Off judge prepares a 
selection of dishes perfect for outdoor entertaining 
and lazy summer days, beginning with a whole 
seabass with lime and dill butter. Mary then meets 
experts Jules and Nick to have a go at catching 
crayfish in the waters of Oxfordshire, before using 
the crustaceans in an oriental vegetable salad. 
She then demonstrates simple recipes for lamb 
burgers with mint mayo, and smoked Texan 
chicken wings, and finishes with refreshing lemon 
and elderflower jellies. 

Royal Navy Sailor School 
Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Documentary following two classes of 
new Royal Navy recruits as they start their training 
at HMS Raleigh in Torpoint, Cornwall. In the first 
episode, a fresh intake arrives at HMS Raleigh to 
begin 10 weeks of training, the first two of which 
can make or break their career. Exhaustion and 
homesickness leave teenager Harland questioning 
if this life is really for him, while the eldest member 
Craig Rowan (32) sees this as his last chance to 
make something of himself and his instructors think 
he might be leadership material. 


TUESDAY 

Back in Time for the Weekend 
BBC2, 8pm 

The Ashby-Hawkins family sample life in the 1960s 
and with more money to go around, there’s more 
fun to be had, including a trip to the seaside, a 
Dansette record player for 16-year-old Daisy and 
even their own Mini to enjoy. Dad Rob and son 
Seth take on football legend Trevor Brooking for a 
game of Subbuteo, and Daisy and mum Steph 
meet Sandie Shaw to discover how the decade’s 
daring fashions reflected the growing freedoms. 

Happy Valley 
BBC1, 9pm 

The last time we saw Sgt Catherine 
Cawood, she was feeling pretty good about 
catching her nemesis, Tommy Lee Royce, 
the man she holds responsible for her 
daughter’s suicide. You would think, then, 
that she would be cheerier when we 
catch up with her again, almost two years 
later. However, Catherine is the sort of 
woman who carries the world on her 
shoulders - besides which, she’s about to 
make a very grisly discovery, one that 
makes her colleagues wonder if 
a serial killer is on the loose. 


WEDNESDAY 

The Great Sport Relief Bake Off 
BBC1,8pm 

Ed Byrne takes on the role of host as ex-Spice Girl 
Geri Horner, BBC World Affairs editor John 
Simpson, footballer and pundit Jermaine Jenas and 
90s pop star Louise Redknapp face 
three baking-related tasks set by 
judges Paul Hollywood and Mary 
Berry. For the signature challenge, 
they must make savoury tarts, before 
taking on Mary’s chocolate and beetroot 
tray bake in the technical. Finally, 
the celebrities must use their 
imagination as they attempt to 
create 3D models of their 
favourite sporting moments 
using biscuits. 

THURSDAY 
Jericho 
ITV, 9pm 

Charles arranges for 
stone to be quarried 
from a nearby site, and 
panic sets in for Annie 
and Johnny 
when they 


discover it is where the bodies of Happy Jack and 
Red are buried. The townsfolk are outraged at the 
thought of their old foreman’s body being moved 
and rally round his widow Hatty, but she is won 
over by the promise of a decent headstone for his 
new grave, so Johnny takes charge of the 
exhumation, hoping he can prevent Red’s body 
being discovered. Meanwhile, Isabella tells 
Charles she wants to be his wife in every sense, 
but when housemaid Epiphany lets something slip 
about her past, no one is prepared for the 
consequences. 

FRIDAY 
Mr Selfridge 
ITV, 9pm 

Reeling from the bad publicity after the assault on 
the store, Harry finds himself forced to admit the 
true state of his financial affairs when DAncona 
piles on more pressure, and later finds himself 
embroiled in a costly spat with media magnate Lord 
Wynnstay. Mr Grove and Miss Mardle plan their 
very special forthcoming event, and Meryl enlists 
Tilly’s help for a very important task - fuelling Miss 
Ellis’ ire in the process. Mae and Victor grow closer, 
leaving Jimmy to become increasingly jealous. 
Drama, starring Jeremy Piven, Katherine Kelly, 
Amanda Abbington and Tom Goodman-Hill. 





Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove a runaway 
success here, often go on to triumph on Broadway and around the globe. The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage design 
and commanding performance has enabled London theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 

Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, four- 
star accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way breaks are also available to book. 


London 

Theatre 

Breaks 

Price includes: 

^ Return coach or rail travel 
./ One/two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
Evening meal (with selected packages) 

•k Theatre ticket 
./ Free time in London 
•k Services of a tour driver 
✓ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please 
read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms 
and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick 
up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show 
— see brochure for details. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday. 

The ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option, see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes 
a ticket for the evening performance (meal not 
included). 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket 
and the option to upgrade plus an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel. 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.363 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

o 

2 

C 

3 

z 

T 

5 

V 

N 

7 

P 

8 

u 

D 

10 

Y 

11 

E 

12 

G 

13 

M 

14 

X 

15 

Q 

16 

1 

17 

L 

18 

A 

19 

F 

20 

K 

21 

w 

22 

J 

23 

B 

24 

R 

25 

s 

26 

H 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. They show you 
what you can get 
with money (4-7) 

9. She’s always cut 
short (3) 

10. The local 
newspaper made 
him redundant (4-5) 

11. Silas is out to be of 
use to a ropemaker 
(5) 

13. One object in rent 
is investment (7) 

14. Their function is 
to secure quiet in 
class (6) 

16. Government upsets 
the emigre (6) 

18. Number return with 
piece of writing for 
broadcasting? (7) 

19. Horse stepped very 
softly out (5) 

20. Scramble at the 
pig’s food (9) 

21. A tie in an archery 
contest? (3) 

22. Get straight an 
argument with 
privileges (3,2,6) 


Down 

2. Weed-killer (3) 

3. Floral plate design 

(5) 

4. In part of a hospital 
- mental, perhaps 

( 6 ) 

5. Refuse to go 
through all the 
cases? (7) 

6. One result of juicy 
pickings (5,4) 

7. A deep malady (3-8) 

8. Put on to paper, 
Chinese style? (7,4) 

12. Hardly the speed at 
which a tramp will 
walk! (5,4) 

15. He foresees a hold¬ 
up over the reform 
(7) 

17. He might make a 
streak on the ice (6) 
19. A weapon attached 
to a rifle, perhaps 
(5) 

21. Part - of the bridle? 

(3) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Golden mean (5,6) 
9. Wand (3) 

10. Gazette (9) 

11. Horrify (5) 

13. Shyness (7) 

14. Regular (6) 

16. Fasten (6) 

18. Personal (7) 

19. Broaden (5) 

20. Get rid of (9) 

21. Unity (3) 

22. Enterprise (11) 


Down 

2. Help (3) 

3. Punitive (5) 

4. Grass-cutters (6) 

5. Put (7) 

6. Advantage (5,4) 

7. Sister’s grandson (5-6) 

8. Sceptic (11) 

12. Utter ruin (9) 

15. Greed (7) 

17. Leave (6) 

19. Destroy (5) 

s(3) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Back; 3 Theatres; 9 
Adorned; 10 Quote; 11 Discountable; 13 Strive; 
15 Unison; 17 Counteragent; 20 Olive; 21 Ac¬ 
cused; 22 Eighteen; 23 Play. Down: 1 Brandish; 
2 Cross; 4 Hiding; 5 Acquaintance; 6 Rootles; 7 
Slew; 8 Inconvenient; 12 Unitedly; 14 Roofing; 16 
Menace; 18 Easel; 19 Bore. QUICK - Across: 1 
Pick; 3 Sorcerer; 9 Ordinal; 10 Nasal; 11 In the 
interim; 13 Impale; 15 Speech; 17 Congratu¬ 
late; 20 Ashen; 21 Founded; 22 Fatherly; 23 
Reed. Down: 1 Prolific; 2 Cadet; 4 Oblong; 5 
Contemptuous; 6 Respite; 7 Rule; 8 Intelligence; 
12 Shielded; 14 Prophet; 16 Lawful; 18 Addle; 

19 Waif. 


Niner 


1. In which country is the state of Uttar 
Pradesh? 

2. Who directed the film Jules et Jim? 

3. What sort of animal is a tarpon? 

4. What nationality is the avant-garde 
composer Karlheinz Stockhausen? 

5. Which physicist discovered alpha, beta 
and gamma rays? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Thermos; 2 The Marshall Plan; 3 
4 Actress; 5 The helmet; 


What is the capital of Haiti? 

Which king constructed the Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon? 

In which century did the poet John 
Milton live? 

What is the symbol used for the element 6 Mace; 7 Telescope; 8 Miles Davis; 
magnesium? 

In which year did the actor Steve 

McQueen die? Niner: INCURABLE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


1225 gives an animal, 
324 gives a vegetable, 
9548762 gives a mineral. 


9 Kurt Waldheim; 10 1856. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


JSNWABWKK botchers 


Come and see our new refitted 
Man Warwick shop in Halesowen 


29 Hagley Street, Halesowen B63 3AA 0121 5501422 
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eating out 




Beef it up - linguine al brasato 


Restaurant in a canalside setting 


Light and space - The interior of Fiume is bright and breezy 



Tempting tower - polio saltimbocca 


Forget new flavour of Pringles this is 
something to really get excited about 


I GET excited very easily. I get ex¬ 
cited when a new flavour of Prin¬ 
gles is unveiled 

But when I found out that there is an 
Italian restaurant within walking distance 
of my flat - a long walk, admittedly - I got 
very excited. Taxi, take me to Fiume! 

Fiume is in a lovely little spot. A canal- 
side restaurant in Compton spread over two 
floors. It’s clean, bright, in a location that 
cries out for summer lunches in the sun, 
and staffed by an attentive team who make 
a fuss of you as soon as you arrive. 

Your meal is soundtracked by a mixture 
of opera and mambo, set at a volume that 
does not intrude but instead actually rather 
soothes. So all we need now is some decent 
nosh and it is, as the saying goes, all gravy. 
Not literally all gravy, that would be a bit 
boring. 

I must confess that I had decided that I 


Pete Cashmore tucks in 

liked Fiume even before I arrived. I abso¬ 
lutely adore Italian grub at any time, I’d 
live on it if I could, and when you have two 
of my favourite things - seafood and calzone 
pizzas - combined and thrown into the mix, 
then really, you’re onto a winner. 

Portions 

Even better, they do something that I 
love in my Italians - they offer starter-sized 
portions of pasta to get the ball rolling, 
meaning you can, in theory, do pasta and 
pizza together and still come away not feel¬ 
ing like the Goodyear airship. 

So that is what I resolved to do, go for the 
diddy-sized (although there was nothing es¬ 
pecially diddy about it) spaghetti carbonara, 
and then that calzone. Elsewhere in the 
table, my fellow diners, codenames ‘Mum’ 


and ‘Dad’, went for crespella di funghi, Ital¬ 
ian crepe stuffed with mushrooms, followed 
by polio saltimbocca, chicken wrapped in 
parma ham with mash, and calamari fol¬ 
lowed by linguine with a duck ragu, respec¬ 
tively. 

I’m not one for competitive eating, but I 
like to think that I ‘won’ this meal. It really 
was a rip-snorter. Spaghetti carbonara is a 
dish that can often go wrong - it can be too 
creamy, it can be too eggy, it can contain 
ropey ham, all factors which can ruin what 
should be an indulgent dish. 

No such worries at Fiume. Chunky pan- 
cetta, tart parmesan, just the right amount 
of creaminess and egginess. 

The calzone did exactly what I expected 
of it. I believe I spotted prawn, squid and oc¬ 
topus in there. It was terrific fun to wrestle 
with. Elsewhere on the table my father pro¬ 
nounced himself thrilled with the calamari, 


which came in a monster portion of great 
big rubbery rings and looked great, but 
seemed merely satisfied with his pasta - I 
didn’t grill him on it excessively because he 
took about half an hour to polish it off and 
to ask him to talk would have exacerbated 
this process. 

Delightful 

Mother, meanwhile, seemed more than 
happy with both starter and main. A couple 
of coffees for the parents while I polished off 
another bottle of beer, and an entirely de¬ 
lightful eat-up was in the bag for £74, which 
is not too shabby. 

Fiume really have got everything right 
- the attractive location, the attention lev¬ 
els of the staff, which is warm and just the 
right amount of fussy, and a menu that of¬ 
fers a wide choice. 

I’d go back there in a heartbeat. 


GRAFTON MANOR HOTEL 

SINCE 1567 



f UNDERGONE A STUNNING REFURBISHMENT 

NOW TAKING 
"V BOOKINGS FOR 
VALENTINES DAY « 


3 COURSE 
SET MENU 

INCLUDING A BOTTLE OF 
HOUSE WINE 

£ 49.95 








































_PROPERTY 

Extended family house 
includes a terrace deck 



THIS enlarged four-bed- 
roomed detached property 
in Hydes Road, West Brom¬ 
wich, needs to be seen to be 
appreciated. 

Including an attic bedroom with an 
en-suite, it is for sale through Skitts 
at £275,000. 

There are three further bed¬ 
rooms, refurbished house bathroom, 
a through lounge/dining room and 
an extension containing the fitted 
kitchen and family room with contem¬ 
porary white units. Doors open out 
to an attractive raised decked terrace 
area which leads on to the appealing 
rear garden. Contact Skitts on 0121 
5051818 or visit www.skitts.net 


Traditional 
home with 




detached 


a hot tub 



A TRADITIONAL detached 
family home in a prime res¬ 
idential location in Hagley 
Road, Halesowen, comes 
with a very large driveway 
and a double garage. 

It is for sale through Hicks Had¬ 
ley at £300,000. 

With double glazing and gas central 
heating it has an entrance hall with 
a stained glass porthole window and 
original Minton tiled flooring and un¬ 
der-stairs storage, a WC, a large dining 
room with a period-style fireplace, a 
breakfast room/study, a kitchen with 
units, an oven with a six-ring gas hob 
and extractor, integrated fridge, a su¬ 
perb lounge with feature fireplace. 
There are three bedrooms and a re-fit- 
ted bathroom. The rear garden has 
spacious patio area, timber garden shed 
and a covered hot tub is included in the 
sale. Contact 0121 5856667 or visit 
www.hickshadley.com 



Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Richmond Street£650 pcm+Fees 

A spacious and well presented 3 bedroom semi detached property in the 
heart of Halesowen. This lovely family home benefits from gas central 
heating and double glazing and briefly offers: Entrance hall, dining room, 
fitted kitchen, spacious lounge, landing, 3 good size bedrooms, re-fitted 
family bathroom and an additional w.c. To the front of the property is off 
road parking for 2 cars and to the rear a tiered garden. EPC:' 


HALESOWEN, Sanderson Place£650 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. This superb luxury ground 
floor apartment offers spacious accommodation including 
open plan lounge/kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, master with 
en-suite, a further well appointed bathroom with shower, gas 
centraljieatin^oubl^lazin^n^llocate^artdn^PCJ 


HALESOWEN, Long Lane £625 pcm+Fees 

A Victorian style semi detached house in this very convenient 
& popular location. This lovely property has recently been 
refurbished and comprises of: entrance hall with Minton 
flooring, front dining room, lounge, fitted kitchen, utility 
room, 3 good size bedrooms, bathroom with shower and rear 
garden. 



HALESOWEN, Hunnington Crescent£625 pcm+Fees 
Recently redecorated and carpeted. This huge 3 bedroom town 
house has had a full redecoration, carpets and boiler. This house 
will not stay around for long as its so close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Featuring 3 bedrooms, a large lounge with stunning 
views, bathroom with shower, driveway and garage parking, 
downs tau^vc^malMOTMTiaintenanc^gai^ar^ei^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Chiltern Close£595 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom mid terraced house in this sought 
after area. The property is offered unfurnished and comprises 
of, lounge, fitted dining kitchen, 2 bedrooms and bathroom 
with shower, low maintenance rear garden driveway, gas 
centra Hieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Dudley Road£575 pcm+Fees 

Centrally located in Halesowen Town Centre with good 
access links to the motorway and Birmingham. This 1st floor 
apartment features, good size lounge, open plan kitchen/ 
diner, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower. Also 
benefiting from allocated parking, gas central heating and 
double glazing. EPC: ‘ 



KIDDERMINSTER, Longfellow Green£550 pcm+Fees 
Situated in a cul de sac location and not far from 
Kidderminster Town Centre and the local train station. 
Featuring 3 bedrooms, kitchen diner, lounge, family bathroom 
with shower over bath. Front and rear garden, gas central 
heate^uN^oubl^laze^PC^ 


MERRY HILL, Columbus Avenue£550 pcm+Fees 

Ideal for shopping. Centrally located on the Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre and transport links. This fabulous apartment features 
modern decoration and can not be missed, and features 2 
double bedrooms, dual aspect lounge/diner, fitted kitchen, 
house bathroom with shower, en-suite to master bedroom, 

ailocatec^aarWnc^linimun^ontra^ 



HALESOWEN, Greenhill Road£550 pcm+Fees 

Beautifully presented and not to be missed! This fantastic 2 
double bedroom end terrace house close to Blackheath Town 
Centre, M5 J2 and bus links. Featuring 2 reception rooms, 
modern kitchen with appliances, utility room and WC, upstairs 
bath roonmvitl^howemmoa^arldn^PC^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Southwick Road£530 pcm+Fees 
Located minutes from Blackheath Town Centre and a short 
drive away from the M5 J2. This refurbished 2 bed mid- 
terraced house features a brand new fitted kitchen, 2 lovely 
reception rooms, private rear garden, white bathroom suite 
with shower. 2 double bedrooms, on road parking. EPC: D 


BRIERLEY HILL, Pheasant Street£525 pcm+Fees 
Immaculately presented mid terrace house in close proximity 
to Merry Hill Centre comprising of: Good size reception room, 
refitted kitchen/dining space, refitted bathroom, 2 double 
bedrooms, gas central heating, rear garden, parking area to 
front. EPC: D 
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CRADLEY HEATH, Unitt Drive£495 pcm+Fees 

Located in a quiet and popular residential area, ideal for 
walking into Cradley Heath and local train station. This 
apartment on the ground floor features 1 double bedroom and 

1 single bedroom, large lounge with feature fireplace, house 
bathroom with shower, modern kitchen, gas central heating, 
allocated paddnc^PC^^^ 



DUDLEY, Attingham Drive £495 pcm+Fees 

A part furnished 2nd floor apartment close to Dudley Town 
Centre. Featuring an open plan lounge/dining kitchen, 2 
bedrooms, bathroom with a shower, electric storage heating, 
double ajazinc^larm^llocatec^3aiTdnc^P(^^^^^ M 


DUDLEY, Gammage Street £475 pcm+Fees 

Ideal for Russells Hall Hospital, Dudley Town Centre and transport 
links. This end terrace 2 bedroom property has been refurbished 
with new carpets upstairs, new Worcester combi boiler and 
integrated oven. This home features an entrance hall, dining 
room, lounge, kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, upstairs bathroom 
with showeijgai^adejn|vitl^ati^rea^ima^ai1<in^PC^ 


QUINTON, College Road £475 pcm+Fees 

Large flat available above a shop close to direct bus links to 
Birmingham comprising of lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, 2 large double bedrooms plus extra study/storage 
i, white bathroom with shower, electric plug in heating. 
Available Now. EPC: G 




LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 


LYE, High Street £330 pcm+Fees 

Located in the centre of Lye at Lye Cross. This 2nd floor 
flat above shops features a large lounge, kitchen, 1 
double bedroom, bathroom with shower, and is available 
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"humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



NEW 


EXTENDED family home with NO UPWARD CHAIN in sought after cul-de-sac. Having 2 reception 
rooms & REFITTED 11ft kitchen. Rear lobby leading to d/s WC & a GARAGE. 3 bedrooms & 
REFITTED shower room on 1st floor. DRIVEWAY to front & extensive private garden to rear. EPC 
rating: E 



WELL PRESENTED home with DRIVEWAY to front & CONSERVATORY to rear. 12ft lounge with 
feature fireplace. 12ft kitchen & D/S WC. 3 GOOD SIZE bedrooms & family bathroom. LARGE 
rear garden with WESTERLY aspect. GCH & majority UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: TBC 



SUPERBLY PRESENTED, traditional style terrace, POPULAR LOCATION, with Lounge & Open Plan 
Kitchen/dining room. TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS & LUXURY BATHROOM. Landscaped low mainte¬ 
nance rear garden with sunny aspect. GCH & alarm. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating D. 


QUINTON 


BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 



WELL PRESENTED family home with OFF ROAD PARKING in a popular area handy for WARLEY 
WOODS. Lounge, 16ft Kitchen diner, rear verandah, 3 bedrooms, bathroom, pleasant garden. 
GCH & UPVC DG fitted. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC RATING: TBC 



SPACIOUS mid terrace with TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS & GARAGE. 20ft Lounge/Diner & kitchen. 
Bathroom and bedrooms on 1st floor. Low maintenance gardens to front & rear. UPVC DBG gas 
central heating. EPC rating: D 



BEARWOOD 



UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW - MUCH IMPROVED - REDECORATED with NEW KITCHEN and 
NEW CARPET in lounge. Semi-det home, Lounge/Diner, kitchen, utility area. 3 bedrooms & 
bathroom. Low maintenance gardens front & rear. Majority UPVC DBG, GCH. NO DSS, NO PETS, 
NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: E - Subject to non refundable admin fee of £100 per tenant 

QUINTON 


MUST BE VIEWED 



COPLOW TERRACE. EDGBASTON 


FURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW -Spacious terraced home. 14ft lounge & 15ft kitchen diner. D/S 
bathroom. 3 bedrooms on 1st floor. Courtyard to rear.. Majority DG & electric heating. NO 
DSS, NO PETS, NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: G - Subject to non refundable admin fee of £100 per 
tenant. 


humberstones 



BEARWOOD 


For sales or lettings call the experts today 
and get your FREE, no obligation market appraisal! 

humberstones F 


For Sale. 


Strictly NO SALE - NO FEE 

All inclusive, competitive fees. 

No hidden costs. 

A friendly hands-on approach dedicated 
to selling your home. 

FREE advertising on major websites. Buyers 
can download details 24 hours a day. 

FREE unlimited, regular full-colour 
newspaper advertising. 

Full colour sales particulars with quality 
digital photos and floor plans. 

A comprehensive database of active 
buyers looking in your neighbourhood. 

A realistic price for your home. 

Efficient and 

pro-active 

customer 

service, from SOLD 

professionally ** 


To Let...: 


We understand that your property is 
an investment and you need to get the 
most from it with as little pain and stress 
as possible. Our comprehensive tailor 
made service covers all aspects of 
residential lettings and embraces long term 
relationships with each of our clients. From 
our initial appraisal to the point when your 
property is let and beyond you'll feel your 
investment is in safe hands with us. 

In short our aim is that we not only meet 
your expectations but also exceed them. 

• Quick and efficient lettings 

• A range services to suit your needs 

• Comprehensive advertising online and 
in newspapers 

• Quality photography and floor plans 

• Competitive fees 

• Thorough tenant background checks 

• Deposit Protection 

• Full photographic inventory/schedule of 
condition included in all packages 


Quinton Branch: 0121 422 1188 

Stewart House, 787/789 Hagley Road West, Quinton, Birmingham, B32 1AJ 

Bearwood Branch: 0121 434 4345 

129 Poplar Road, Bearwood, B66 4AP 



UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW- Spacious & IMMACULATE self contained flat. 14ft lounge & 

26ft REFITTED breakfast kitchen. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms & REFITTED bathroom with shower. Close 
to Bearwood High Street, Hagley Rd West & local parks. GCH fitted. NO DSS, NO PETS, NO 
SMOKERS. EPC Rating: D - Subject to admin fee of & £100 per tenant. 

BEARWOOD “ —“ 



UNFURNISHED - AVAILABLE NOW- Spacious & IMMACULATE self contained flat/coach-house. 

13ft lounge & REFITTED kitchen. DOUBLE bedroom & REFITTED shower room. Courtyard to front. 
Close to Bearwood High Street, Hagley Rd West & local parks.Electric heating. NO DSS, NO PETS, 
NO SMOKERS. EPC Rating: D - Subject to admin fee of £100 per tenant. 













































































Appliance Repairs 


and all White Goods 

"Don't go and 
buu a new one, 
get it repaired ...” 



Electricians 


Gardening 


EtecasuD®© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



_ 25 Years 
* ^ ♦ experience 

} AII aspects 
^ of carpentry 

inc: 

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and 
Fascias, Loft Conversions 

For a FREE quote telephone 

07812 125353 
01384 412933 




D H Household 
Maintenance 


Odd jobs to full refits 
Guaranteed lowest prices 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Blind$4Le$$ 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
“New range of chainless 
verticals and night and 
day rollers.” 

Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 



Do you need 
to promote your 
building services? 

Please call Vi 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
' Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 

O.A.P Discounts /S =4L 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Clea^Bllij 

Assured 

Call:\V . I 
07730 V 
477564 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cres sage-group .co.uk 


jo you prepare 

Building 
Plans?? 


you want to advertise 

"Sail 95^ 


MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


0 


Double Glazing 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC i 3] 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 5521 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT ~ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Math (Ernmtnj (Hazing 


Contact OS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of m&i) 
^ windows, doors & 
conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/f /” &*iesia4y, eljficiesit uwtd&oud* A A 
tUcU UtO+vt CGdst tll& eGSltlt 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com Wt 

Vi tfd 1.r,s [FENSAj £ 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 


. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

r Free quotations available Over 20 years ’ experience / 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk * 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Winter- 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 

Kingswinford Limited 

Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 


+— 01384 278471 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


F C T R I C 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: I — - 


Fencing 


LBTlFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUO" 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtffencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■Call Slava on| 

•1314 242891 or 97970 300586 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


(Mo 




s 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
> Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
t Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 



Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 




Please call 
' to promote 
your services 

Please call 

01902 319590 
01902 319577 

w tv L 


v vi 



MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 


0121 559 6001 MOT 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 


Call us on... 

01902319590 


£ 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


£ 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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Local Specialists 


Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LEH 

HAIRDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Pets Corner 



4 PETS 
WHO KNOW 
A GOOD 
THING! * 


5* was such a relaxing 
environment for my dogs, 
Dolly and Oscar! - Thanks 

Kerry-Ann Wolohan 




Get 10% off all Grooms 

with this voucher for the 
whole of February 2016 


2 1 7 HIGH STREET, LYE, DY9 8JX 

CALL GARY: Ol 384 891008/07557 648100 

f WWW.POSHKUTZ.WEEBLY.COM If 




Plumbing 


HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ast n 
S upply and fit or fit only 



TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
Vi—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting . .... 

• Cooker Repairs 


• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Landlord 
Inspections 

• Family Run 
Business 


flU 


FREE QUOTES 

"aster&m ^Maestro^ 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 



Plumbing & Heating 


Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


ALL 


772 WlS ri = I =1 


ROOFING 




Specialists 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 


Gastek 

Solutions 


01384 560856 
Worcester Bosch 
Gas Engineer 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


ALL PLUMBING 
AND HEATING WORK 
CARRIED OUT 


/^Stl 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Plastering 


Plasterer? / 

Need to promoteyour / 

business, Please call i| 

o 1S os319S90 o-i— 


k 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ELIiTE«RLASt1cS 


(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

( 01384 ) 869605 

07950 659668 / 07754 676336 


www.fine-linepaving. co. uk 




C. L Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 



Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 

TrTTI 


CIPLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


KS 
f SERVICES 

f All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

40121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


mpimms 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


ROOFING SERVICES 


9 Gutters Cleaned From £1 5 
9 Small Repairs From £15 
• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 
on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


mmMsmms. 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 

www.ragardenservices.net 


Skip Hire 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 






Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 
Walls • Floors • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 
All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


0121 422 4116 / 07961 604632 


nqi 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm^ 


W & (MM HES 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILO QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 




Local Specialists 



Our Specialist Section offers 
local businesses and tradi 
needs and rei 



To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 

ID 

Call us on... 

01902 319590 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

1 ^ Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
^ 0 Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB M 



































































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



FreeAds 


IT'S 

free: 

IT'S 

EASY 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bookanad.expressandsfar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


▼ Place a paid for advert 


© 

By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Flolidays 



L__ 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


£ In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 


24 hour service 


Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


1 

Family 



VALENTINE’S MESSAGE 

Book your free linage message 
online at 
bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 
using discount code VI00 
or simply fill in the coupon in the 
Express & Star. 

You can still place a boxed 
illustrated message for 
£10.00 by completing the 
coupon or by calling 
01902 317878. 



MENS LEATHER biker jacket, large, 
skull on back, £60. o.n.o. 07466 
425607. 



INVACARE TAURUS Mobility 
Scooter,metallic blue, 31 km range, 
only been used twice. All acces¬ 
sories. £400. ono. 01384 824408 

LYNTON STANDARD lift and 
recliner chair with 5 years guaran¬ 
tee, 5 months old, was £850, accept 
£450 ono. 01902 494772. 

MOBILITY SCOOTER excellent 
condition, fits in car boot, new 
battery, £300. 07929 798501. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

STAIR LIFT for straight stair case, 
£200. Can be seen working. 

01543 871402. Evenings. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



ADRIA 2-4 berth caravan, good con¬ 
dition, ready to go, £1,000 o.n.o 
07486 211435. 

ELDDIS TOURER, 1999, 12ft, full 
oven, fly screens / blinds, cassette 
toilet / shower room, full awning, 
extras, £1,650. 07497 805154. 



STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE 


Overlooking the Malvern hills, 
just 1 hour from Birmingham. 
Peaceful, 5 star park and dog 
freindly. Fishing ponds, walks 
and 12 months open season. 
£13,900. 

07908 732586. 


WANTED MOTORHOME OR 
CARAVAN 

Any make, model, year and 
condition. 

With or without MoT. 
Anything considered. 
Private Buyer. 

Please call 07478 353707. 


MUST BE SEEN 


WILLERBY STATIC 
CARAVAN 

Immaculate condition both 
inside and out, 38ft x 12 ft, 

2 beds, main en suite with 
shower, DG. PVC decking with 
lights, satellite TV, sea and 
mountain views, 
Situated at Brynowen, Borth. 
All 2016 site fees paid. 

£16,995. 


07831 414009 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 


CALL THOMAS 
07776373150 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



HILL BILLY Golf Trolley, two batter¬ 
ies, one as new, two battery charg¬ 
ers, one as new, £120 ono. 01902 
710588. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



"\ 


antique fairs 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT (NEXT TO 
WILKOS). 

FRIDAY 12TH FEB 
8.00AM - 4PM 

07712 597468 

* www. blackcountryfairs. co. uk * 


ANTIQUES AND COLLECTORS 

Fair Sunday 7th Feb. Oak Park 
Leisure Center, Walsall Wood WS9 




Home & 
L Services 



MATCHBOX CONVOY (Iceroad 
Truckers) series collection £100. 
Burago 3 Iconic 1930 racers, £10 
each. 01384 370239. 



Electric Cookers 93® 
Gas Cookers Si© 
Washing Machines ®/® 
Fridge Freezers 9D® 

01902 420030 or 
07966 673960 


FRIDGE MASTER FRIDGE 
FREEZER. Frost free. 8 weeks old, 
still under warranty. Half list price. 
£125. 07790 463783. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 


All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 


Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 

BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 

CASH OFFERED for bric-a-brac, 
DVDs, games, household items, 
etc. Quick collection! 

07436 018819. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Wanted. Cash paid for pre 1970. 
Large collections. (300+). After 
1970 considered. 0208 5607816. 


RECORDS WANTED 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s, Rock, Punk, 
Rock/ Roll, Jazz / 90’s Indie. 

Collections bought. 

Music Memorabilia, Promo 
Posters, autographs, etc, etc. 

Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 

WANTED DAVID BOWIE 

Blackstar Vinyl Album. 

07938 840776. 


\ 

massage 



Therapy & Massage Spa 


19, Hereward Rise,Halesowen,B62 8AN 

A unique fusion of 
Swedish, Thai & Japanese massage 
with Aromatherapy & Tai Chi relaxation. 

Call 07525 126700 


See us on www.youtimetherapy.co.uk or 
FacebookYouTime Spa 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



01902 317878 ClassifiedAds 


BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN NOW ON 

_ OPEN EVERY DAY 10 till 6pm, SUNDAY 10 till 4pm 

FLORENCE CLICK 
CLACK SOFA BED 



■TORONTO 2'SEATER SOFAl 

WAS £499 SAVE 60% 

MELTDOWN PRICE £199 


Beds direct from our factory save £££’s. 

Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. Mattresses from £29. 
Ortho & memory mats from £69. Fashion beds from £49 and bunk bed frames 
from £99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest selection of beds you will find 
anywhere at lowest factory direct price. Recliner & mobility lift and rise choose 
from our unrivalled selection, many for immediate delivery. 
ROBERTA LEATHER LIFT AND TILT 
Was £699 HALF PRICE £349 
Big selection of dual motor 
models in leather and fabric, 
many half price. Hundreds 
of suites - recliners corner 
units, wing chairs at bargain 
prices 100’s of clearance suites from £299. Odd 
sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

ri 0121 557 6885 

“ BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 



BROWN LEATHER three piece 
suite, 8 months old, genuine reason 
for sale, £550. 01902 472594. 



CHESTERFIELD 
3 + 2 SEATER SOFA 

Top Quality. Leather not Faux 
or Bonded .Cost £3,250. 

As New. Still in wrapping. 

Price £1,500. 

07724 302950. 


DARK MAHOGANY extending 
dining table with six chairs, very 
gooa condition, £80 ono. Buyer 
must collect. 01384 638189. 


DINING TABLE 

68ins long with 6 upholstered 
chairs. £300. Double bed £35. 
Technics organ and stool £175. 
Three pieceleather cream suite 

£ 100 . 

01562 820307. 


THREE AND TWO SEATER 

Settees. Chocolate brown. As new. 
£250. o.n.o. 07583 283190. 

TWO X 2 modern, red leather 
settees, very good condition. 

£250 ono. 01902 840480. 



" Y 

service 

\___ 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 





Y 

alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 



DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


" \ 

fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250portwayfencing.com 



READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARAGES / SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456/ 
07711661135 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters 

decorators 


rj 


C.C. PAINTING & DECORATING 

best quotes around. OAPs 20% off. 
07874 814922 / 01902 632851. 
MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 
Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


Stourbridge 

Removals 


20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 

C Call John - 07802 876 876 
office - 01562 640 640 


roofing 



All Roofing Work Carried out 
Tile,Rubber and Felt, 
replace or repair! Hand made Canopies. 

For a free quote call 0800 0246151 
www.firstdirectionroofing.co.uk 

Member of trustatrader.com 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roo 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


=jur 

£?;</P£t 


a 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


[tiMMUlifl 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 
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"ClassffledAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


ALASKAN MALAMUTE female 3 
year old neutered, chipped, house 
trained. £100. 07817 779667. 

BLACK COCKER SPANIEL Dog, 
20 months, vaccinated, chipped, 
KC Reg. 07854 471388. 


GOLDEN OLDIES 

BOB lOyr golden gentle 
labrador 

RIGBY 9yr Beagle good with 
Cats, Children ana Dogs 
TITCH 10yr Jack Russell Girl 
ZIGGI 12yr Patterdale boy 
TARKA 10yr lakeland X girl 
COCO 7yr Kelpie X Collie boy, 
Also others available 
01588 676106 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 

SOS*SOS*SOS 

A few days ago I received call to 
urgently rescue 4 Telford dogs, 
we were the 4th rescue that had 
been called. I was due to go on 
holiday, our kennels were also 
full but favours were called in 
and foster homes at the ready. 
We collected a 9yr old border 
collie who lived outside, never 
walked with muscle wastage, 
he could not even get in the car. 
Mature Bichon with a long 
standing eye infection caused 
him to go blind, in pain and 
needing expensive eye treat¬ 
ment. Another old little boy who 
was in a kennel with bad eyes, 
his feet covered in mud an 
faeces and ingrowing nails so 
he could not walk and will need 
extensive vet treatment. A little 
staffie cross with a painful 
hernia. 

The condition and smell from 
these dogs was unbearable, 
they have now been to 
vets/groomers and are safe in 
foster homes who will take them 
to various vets/doggy hospital 
etc. This has cost us consider¬ 
able funds we hadn’t planned 
for if anyone can spare just a 
small amount we and the dogs 
would be grateful for any help. 
Cheques payable to ‘Animal 
Samaritans’, The Round 
House, Horderely, Craven 
Arms, SY7 8HT. 

01588 676106 


WILD ACRE RESCUE 
Reg Charity. 

Bella is a beautiful Staffie 
who likes to be around people, 
she has limited sight but 
understands basic commands 
and loves to play and take long 
walks. 

Bella needs a home on her own 
where she will get undivided 
attention, she is spayed, 
chipped and vaccinated. 

If you are interested in 
adopting Bella please 
contact Angela 07714 442263 
or Ian 07792 928656. 

All homes are subject to a 
home check. 
wildacrerescue.co.uk 
and facebook. 
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Property 






LUXURY MOBILE HOME 

On small site for the over 50s 
in Worcestershire, 2 bed, 2 
bath, on end plot with large 
garden and decking area, 
immaculate throughout, many 
extras. 

£35,000. 

Telephone 07450 861457 
or 07931 602140. 







1 tfi M 



FOR YOUR PROPERTY 



Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages / Loans Cleared 


FREEPHONE 


08001216007 MNN0DP 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


HOMEBUYERS 


www.oakwood-homebuyers.com 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Windsor High School 

and Sixth Form 

Headteacher: Mr Stephen Lanckham, B.Ed. 
(Hons), NPQH 

We are seeking to appoint dynamic and well 
qualified teachers for Easter 2016 for one year 
contract in the subjects below. 

• History 

• Music 
•RE 

• Psychology 




A ONE BEDROOM flat in Shifnal for 
over 40’s, Wednesfield Housing 
Association. 01952 463603. 

A TWO BED FLAT off Tettenhall Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

CLEAN FURNISHED Bedsit, own 
bath/kitchen. £65-£90 p/w. Mature 
DSS considered. 07550 002549. 



Windsor High School and Sixth Form is a large and successful 
mixed 11-18 comprehensive academy of 1704 students, more than 
300 of whom are in our thriving Sixth Form. 

We are the flagship school in a growing Multi Academy Trust which 
affords our staff many cross phase opportunities. We are highly 
ambitious for our students, staff and community and aspire to be 
exceptional in everything we do. Results are very high, we are 
oversubscribed and enjoy an excellent reputation. Professional 
development opportunities are outstanding. 

For an application pack, please visit our website, www.windsor. 
windsoracademytrust.org.uk or contact us on 0121 550 1452. 
Closing date: Friday 5th February 2016 at 12.30 pm 
Windsor High School and Sixth Form is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to an 
enhanced criminal records check. 


DUDLEY AREA 

nice one bed flat to let, CH, 
fitted kitchen £110pw. 
Including Gas, Electric, 
Council tax and Water. 
No pets / DSS. 
07803 890908. 


UP MARKET single flat let, Gornal, 
recently refurbished, suit single 
reserved gent, to include most out 
goings. £f05pw. 01384 821363. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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Business & 
k Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


HGV 7.5T DRIVER required, Hale- 
owen, permanent, £360pw based 
on 40hrs. Call Pat 07812 332697. 


HGV CLASS 1 BULK TIPPER 
DRIVER - No nights out. Excellent 
rate of pay. Halesowen area. 
Rayven Transport 0121 559 3342 



SEMI RETIRED 
SKILLED SHEET METAL 
WORKER 

Looking for full time 
employment. 

Fit and in good health. 

01902 676476. 
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Motoring 




CITROEN XSARA Picasso, 2005 
reg., 1600cc, MoT, nice condition. 
£995. ono. 0121 557 9144. 


FORD MONDEO 2.0 LX 2002 

Green, A/C, CD, alloys. 
Very good condition. 

MoT June 16. Just serviced, 

2 owners. 

Only 49,000 genuine miles. 

£1,200. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07887 593617. 


GRAND VOYAGER, 2002 2.5 
Diesel, Manual, good condition for 
year. 154,000 mifes, MoT till June. 
£1,050 o.n.o. 07976 600110. 

HONDA JAZZ 1350, 02 plate, FSH, 
full new exhaust system, light 
metallic green, good condition, 
£1000. 07865 290473. 


VERY EXPERIENCED DRIVER. 

7V2 ton licence, plus CPC. Seeks 
any work, even casual. 

Telephone 01922 512935. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


HARLOW TIMBER 

Kidderminster 

Have vacancies for wood machinists to set and operate 
six head moulders and band re-saws 
Experience preferred although training will be given to right candidates 

Logistics Coordinator 

Required for busy timber yard 
Responsible for overseeing all yard operations- 
goods inwards and outwards 
Experience required 

Trainee Sales Administrator 

Enthusiastic person required to learn all aspects of internal sales admin 
Must be computer literate with a confidant telephone manner 
Please send your CV to Tim Darby, General Manager 
t.darby@harlowbros.co.uk 


HONDA JAZZ 1.4DSi Sport, 2002, 
73,000 miles, SH, 12 months MoT, 
silver, great Family car, good condi¬ 
tion, £T,295ono. 07792 356203. 

MAZDA 3231 1997, 7 months MoT, 
clean car, £375. 

01902 674562. 

PEUGEOT 207S 3Dr, silver, 06 
Rea., 56,000 miles, 10 months 
MoT, lady owner, lovely condition, 
£1,500. 07816 094728. 

PEUGEOT 406 GTX 2.2 HDi, 
saloon, fully loaded, 02, 8 months 
MoT, 125,898k, blue, good condi- 
ton, £695 ovno. 07885 255221. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 52 plate, 
109,000 on clock, MoT Nov 2016, 
part service history £700 ono. 

07956 670563. 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 52 plate, 
109,000 on clock, MoT Nov 2016, 
part service history £750 ono. 
07956 670563. 

ROVER 620Si R reg, MoT end 
March, Honda engine, good runner, 
£275 ono. 07719 923101. 

TOYOTA YARIS lOOOcc, 5-dr, 
95,000 miles, silver, FSH, excellent 
condition, one owner, £795 ono. 
07957 738635. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7DTi- 

diesel, X reg, white, full MoT, 
owned last 8years, excellent 
condition, multifuction steering 
wheel, 136k radio/CD, fitted 
never used electric tow bar, 
cloth interior, clean, very reli¬ 
able, £800 ono. 07866 750420. 


VAUXHALL CORSA red, 52 plate, 
1.0, 3Dr, MoT’d, starts first time, 
good runner, £495. 

077911 46409. 

VAUXHALL CORSA SXi, 1.2 2001, 
full MoT, service history, CD, PAS, 
beautiful condition, £575 ono. 
01384 440258. 07935 337167. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA SRi, 1,8 
petrol, black Mot Till Aug, many 
new parts, FSH, £1,500 ono. 01902 
743352. 

VW BEETLE 2002 reg, MoT, very 
good condition, low miles, alloys, 
alarm, AC, EW, stereo £925 ono. 
07754 557861. 

Hi 

AUDI A3 1.9TDi 2003, MoT June, 
93,000 miles, FSH, 2 owners, very 
good condition. £1,750 ono. 

07722 385693. 


CITROEN PICASSO 

7 seater, 2007, 87,600 miles, 
metallic silver, abs, electric 
pack, air con, alarm, MoT, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
cruise control. 

£3,500 ono. 

07790 433746. 


FORD FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 56, 74,000 
miles, silver, abs, electric windows, 
air bag, electric mirrors, Iona MoT, 
5dr , very good condition, £1,699. 
07879 403302. 



HONDA CIVIC ES 


2008, 64k, bronze, abs, e/w, air 
bag, e/m, air con, Honda s/h, 
alarm, MoT, metallic paint, c/I, 
CC, pas, alloys, stereo, CD, 
glass roof, suede type seats. 

£4,769 ono. 

0751 8212721. 


KIA SPORT AGE 

2012, 12,600 miles, white, KX3 
SatNav, immaculate. Phone for 
full spec. 

£13,450 ono. 

07854 663989. 


MAZDA 5 56 Reg., silver, 10 months 
MoT, 7-seater, 76,000 miles, 
immaculate conditon, £3,000. 
01902 653907 or 07827 320179. 

MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Ele¬ 
gance, Auto, Estate,dark blue, MoT 
Oct 2, 2016, service history, 
£1,900. 01384 273177. 

NISSAN PIXO 2009,73k, MoT, PAS, 
A/C, 4 door, metallic grey/blue, 
Bargain £2,700 ono. 

07989 893203. 

RENAULT MEGAN Scenic, 
Dynamique, 2.0, Auto, 53k miles, 
11 months MoT, 07, very good con¬ 
dition. £1,800 ono. 01922 647302. 


SUZUKI ALTO SZ 


2014, 64 plate, 7,500 miles, 
white, electric windows, FSH, 
long MoT, 1 owner, PAS, 
Stereo, CD 

£4,700. o.n.o. 
Telephone 07973 856992. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA SXi 1400CC 

2006, silver, 56,000 miles, good 
condition, MoT’d, £1,850 ono. 
07956 438279. 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA ELITE 


2014, 30k, auto, Est. 2.0CDTI 
195bhp bi-turbo, dealer fsh, 
warranty. HTD electric mem 
seats, privacy, Sat Nav, DAB, 
electric tailgate. 19ins alloys. 
BiXenon, LED run lights, 
sensors, immaculate. 

£13,750. 

07971 365912. 



AUSTIN MINI 1989, flame red and 
white, lOOOcc, 73,700 miles, good 
runner, MoT’d, £3,300 or very near 
offer. 01902 681476. 


JAGUAR XJS 4.0 

1991. Only 66,000 miles. Light 
metallic blue. Sports auto box. 
Heated leather seats. 

SH, 10 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,500 ono. 

07904 662468 (Bridgnorth). 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 


207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 

3ROWN MOTORS guarantee bes 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 




AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 


* 

GENUINE MALE, 58. 

From Wolves, slim, non 
smoker, own house and car, 
looking for a lady, any age for 
Friendship maybe more. 

Box Number P20216 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

* 


NEW YEAR, NEW START 

Attractive 36 year old male, 
whose genuine, honest, caring 
and is fun to be around. 

I am looking for a like minded 
genuine lady aged 27 to 44 
years for quality nights in and 
out, holidays, weekends away 
and who like going to football 
matches, for friendship 
hopefully leading to 
relationship. 

Genuine replies only. 
Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number C20211 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 





£ 

Local 

lformation 



ALBERT HOLT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of Trinity 
House Care Centre Mace Street Cradley 
Heath West Midlands B64 6HP, who 
died on 31/12/2015, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
08/04/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

GEORGE GREEN LLP 

195 High Street Cradley Heath 
West Midlands B64 5HW T462612 


WIDOWER 

Who loves music and dancing. 

Likes holidays abroad and in 
this country. 

Has a lot of love to give to the 
right lady. 

Box Number P20217, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



MISSING Commercial ship¬ 
ping documents Ref B/L 
NTGFXT001974 This original 
bill of lading has been lost, if 
found, please return to : Kilo 
LTD, Ham Lane, Kingswinford, 
West Mids, DY6 7JU orOI 384 
293222 or info@kiloltd.co.uk 


FORM OF STATUTORY NOTICE FOR 
INSERTION IN THE LONDON GAZETTE 
NOTICE 

A building certified for worship named Zion Christian Centre - 
The Venue, Little Combow, Halesowen in the registration district 
of Dudley in the Metropolitan Borough of Dudley, was on 20th 
January 2016 registered for solemnizing marriages therein, 
pursuant to “Section 41 of the Marriage Act 1949 (as amended 
by Section 1(1) of the Marriage Acts Amendment Act 1958)” 

Superintendent Registrar 

27th January 2016 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



01902 317878 Classified Ads 
























































































Express & Star 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


Simply text followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 


(leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to eg: 123456 

hi get in touch... then send to Success¬ 

fully received messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for yr safety and security. 



Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.oom 


Single Women 


CHRIS, 40, attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax with 
and get to know. Discretion assured. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 420491 0 
SALLY, 46, slim attractive feisty redhead, 
intelligent, easygoing, WLTM similar male for 
1 friendship and more, looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420475 | FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
LOUISE, 47, youthful looking female looking reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
• for spontaneous male to put some love and for lastin 9 relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
■ lust back into life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 no: 5077545 
3955 Box No: 420445 0 


Make L<r>ve Happen in 2<£>16 

Take the plunge and respond to an advert today! 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 414773 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 0 


PROFESSIONAL black female age 52, 
ALEXA 49 - siim, attractive, long-haired 'IS £ 

music loving female, with many interests [ T ’ QQt Clrr ’ 1 =,r ma “ ° vt nn " tn 

including dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5345662 


YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 0 

CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420359 0 
JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420357 0 

ANN,38, very attractive female, N/S, positive 
attitude to life, WLTM similar kind male with 
a lot of get up and go for romance and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420355 0 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 35, 
passionate nature, solvent, OHAC, WLTM 
date again, looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420207 0 


CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 0 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 0 
FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 0 

PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925 0 


KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 

ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
FEMALE, 37, new to area, would like to meet 
nice trustworthy man, for friendship hopefully 
more. Text only to mailbox: 5392585 
DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 

Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 3007 Box 
418167 

MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life with 
similar romantic, caring guy. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420791 0 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, curves in 
all the right places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420757 0 

LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, tall slim 
blonde airline worker, seeks discreet gent, 
any status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 

420237 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, GSOH, 

N/S, loves the simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy together with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420729 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, likes 
music, travel, animals, cosy nights in front of 
a log fire, looking for affectionate male for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420715 0 

SALLY, 24yrs tall brunette with feminine 
curves seeks mature older chap, 35+ for 
discreet fun only, must be experienced. ACA. 

Tel: 0906 515 3031 Box: 420247 
SUE, 46, confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive interesting 
guy for intimate evenings in with great food 
and conversations. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420701 0 

ROSIE, 43yrs, bored and lonely, I don't get 
out much but would like to meet a nice chap, 
married or single, fun only pis. Text only Box 
4078225 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, slim attractive blonde, 
varied interests and solvent, WLTM honest 
male of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420685 0 

JENNI, hairdresser, brunette, caring and fun. LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 

WLTM chap any age, must be discreet with young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar dnnk and a lau 9 h ’ t0 en j°V erotlc experiences 
car, I have a nice home to meet in. Text only male for companionship. Age/looks/Status with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 
Box: 4139156 unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: Text on| y to Mailbox no: 5079311 

CHRIS, 67, brunette, cuddly, WLTM caring, 418795 0 MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 

kind gentleman, for days out, meals out, JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, Kidderminster, loN f es , the ,* hea ! re ’ °P era ’ 
walks etc and for just being together. Tel No: brown eyes, generous curves, would love to ba e1, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420667 spend cosy nights in with that special male. 9 enume 9 U Y> 30s . t0 settle down w ' th - Tel No: 

KAREN, curvy brunette, 42y,s loves men of unimportant Te, No: 0906 500 0906 500 3955 Box No: 4,9005 1 

all ages and sizes but must make me laugh 3955 Box No: 417985 @ L0U > 45 ’ lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 

.lam married with open marriage. Text only SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
Box: 4020257 warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for carm 9 and funn y t0 mend m y broken heart, 

LILY, genui ne lady looking for a genuine a loving, relationship with Iota o, cuddles and “1.!'!° 


JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 0 
LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 
CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597 0 
JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 0 



MOBILE LOVE MATCH 
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SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579 0 
MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 
CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 
mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking j 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 
FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 415429 

39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 
WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 0 
VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with 
country loving gent who like me is looking for 
some extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418843 0 
JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
0 


ATTRACTIVE male 56 seeks dom female 40 
to 70 for close adult fun, any status or size. 
Text only to mailbox: 4347071 
MATURE male, 6ft, slim, fit, clean and smart, 
residing in central Birmingham, seeks slimish 
female for fun times. Text only to mailbox: 
5383053 

MAN 55yrs, 6ft med build, single, looking for 
a special lady to share no strings fun and 
good times Age/status unimportant. Text 
only to mailbox: 5381487 
KALU 26 years old single dark/black good 
looking man looking for a good-looking 
women for sexy fun. Text only to mailbox: 
5383533ATTRACTIVE British Indian male, 
38, seeks slim, attractive, caring female for 
friendship, hopefully LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 227154 
ASIAN male, 38, good looking, fit, loving, 
caring, GSOH, WLTM Asian female, 40-55 for 
friendship, possible relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 235383 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


Follow us 
on 

#*. I. •■j-.ii 

HAPPY man 59 looking for a lady to share 
the good times. I enjoy cinema, eating out, 
pubs and holidays in hot places. Text only to 
mailbox no: 4618385 

LONELY and broken male seeks female to 
show me what love is. Text only to mailbox 
no:5345658 

COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 
HANDSOMEguy, 49, seeks attractive, 
younger female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 53, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun and exciting 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


SEXY Indian male, 40, dark hair/eyes, fit, 
seeks fit, sporty, sexy, romantic female, 30- 
45 for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 301791 
HANDSOME Indian male, 41, tactile, 
romantic, likes meals out, days out, walks, 
nights in, seeks sensitive, intelligent Indian 
female, 36-46 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 322561 
FIT, handsome, Indian male, 40, GSOH, 
seeks Asian lady, 33-43 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 365160 
ATTRACTIVE professional, Asian male, 43, 
I kind, caring, likes travel, romance, dining, 
attractive lady, 35-50 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 370823 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, MARK 40 ’ 5ft 9ins ’ brown hair/e y es ’ 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 likes walks ’ da y tr ips, cinema, seeks similar 

3955 Box No: 418809 0 female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


Single Men 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419829 
STEVEN, 39, caring and clean, looking for 
female for fun, laughter and companionship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420861 0 
MALE, 46, slim, WLTM a lady to settle me 
down, if that’s you please get in touch. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420853 0 
62yr old professional male seeks female 55- 
70, curvy and feminine, for fun, laughter and 
relationship. Text only to mailbox: 4435871 


BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416989 0 


TREVOR 45, likes cinema, going out, some 
quiet nights in and looking for someone with 
similar interests. Text only to mailbox: 
5392042 


FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 


CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 
romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385 0 
KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383 0 
VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 0 
MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 


man. I like cosy nights in and am a smoker. ki Q s c s f D Looks Tel No: 0906 

3 M 3955 Box No: 417341 0 


Text only mailbox no: 5372466 

TRISH, 44, .,11 slim ,oung/good looking KELLY young amackve Yivacious 4S„ old "TsTi T.Tyo^ 

professional/^solvent. OHA C 9 


500 cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
No: 419855 0 nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 

looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219 0 


GSOH, professional, solvent, -, ... ± , . 

affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who hollda y s e1c ’ T W , L ™ 3955 Box No “419851 0 

also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- “ m P™ sh a!P Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box , 

50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: No: 420195 0 LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 

420601 0 CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real man who wiN appreciate a feminine, 

- nsccinn frrr life cooUnn maio fnr hannv timoc fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 

SAMANTHA pretty brunette, very busty 36, ‘ ° ° 9 *® ° pE, Tei with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 


COLIN 48, loving, kind, seeks loving kind 
caring cuddly lady 48 to 54 for LTR, love and 
romance. Text only to mailbox: 5308886 


MARK, 44, very interesting person, own 
business, sporty, honest and genuine, likes 
nights out, meals out, cinema, country walks, 
WLTM a lady for friendship and good 
company leading to a permanent 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4208410 

MALE 55, stocky, seeks lady for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:407741 

MALE 57, seeking female, any age/looks for 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 416779 0 

TOBY, looking for a responsible lady, 30-50, 
sensible with money, loving, passionate, 
romantic, single mum of one welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420813 0 



dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel ' 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420175 0 


3955 Box No: 419839 0 


intelligent, independent with a real lust for life, 
seeks big-hearted stocky male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420599 0 TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 

MADD^EexTremelypassion ate female 37, a " 1ba . a P 1a heaven WLTM very 

seeks reliable male to enjoy the finer things eXact^ age/Lks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No^ 

in life and tactile relationship. Tel No: 0906 ^ontact me anytime. Tel No. 0906 500 3955 a * 

500 3955 Box No: 4205631 Box No: 414701 ® I' 9 ® 21 U . „ 

PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 0 
JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143 0 

DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 
ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 

trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709 0 

MALE, 59, 5ft2, average build, seeks 
genuine, caring, lady, 55-65. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420721 
JOSEPH attractive Asian male, seeking 
attractive, genuine female, 38-50 for 
friendship and companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410267 


SLIM attractive man WLTM caring lady, 40- 
58, for friendship, reply and claim free hug. 
Text only mailbox no: 4172082 
BLACK male early 40's, slim, looking for 
casual adult weekend fun with broadminded, 
easy going discreet female. Text only 
mailbox no: 4656899 

CHRIS, male, 47, single, 5ft 8ins, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks female between 25 and 45 
for fun and maybe more. Please get in touch. 
Text only mailbox no: 5352046 
45 year old male WLTM lady friend 35 to 55 
who likes to enjoy life. Text only mailbox no: 
4215562 

MALE, five foot ten, stocky build, hazel eyes, 
just had heart broken, WLTM 40+ female for 
rendezvous and romantic nights in. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420543 
MALE, 44, blonde hair, blue eyes, attractive, 
enjoys outdoors, mountain biking, walking, 
countryside, cinema, days out, seeks 
genuine, loving female, 29-37, for romance. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420645 0 
MALE, tall, slim, health professional, honest, 
easy going, seeks soulmate 45-60 for happy 
times and maybe romance. Derby area. Text 
only to mailbox no: 5356854 
JOHN, 68, six foot three, salt and pepper 
hair, n/s, divorced, own business, WLTM a 
long-term partner to travel and enjoy the good 
things in life with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
0 


ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks attractive 
female for daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407915 
COLIN 48, kind, caring, loving, seeks kind, 
caring, loving, cuddly large lady, 40 to 55 for 
LTR Text only mailbox no: 5308886 
TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 48, seeks 
attractive female for no strings fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 299904 
ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, seeks 
attractive female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311713 
TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, seeks 
attractive, tactile female for fun, excitement 
and lots of attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 314219 

SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, dark, attractive, 
fun loving, seeks attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
341387 

TALL attractive Shrewsbury male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411823 


hopefully likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 5308886 
52YRS old guy genuine down to earth 
looking for Mrs right for nights in and out, 
walking, cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 

Gay Singles 


Bl curious male, slim, fit, looking for 
weekdays fun, looking for someone to show 
me the ropes, 45 to 65. Text only mailbox 
no:5378837 

DIVORCED male, young 50, own 
home/business, seeking Asian or East 
European male 18-25, I'm a generous guy. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420537 0 
MIKE bi male, divorced, own home/business, 
young 51, seeks male, 19-50, any nationality 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:375957 

Bl male, young 50, divorced, own 
home/business, seeks male, 18-45 for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
384775 

SINGLE gay man early 60s WLTM 
gay/big/CD male late 20s to early 40s for 
good times and friendship. Gloucestershire. 
Text only to mailbox no: 4667184 
MATURE gent, GSOH, sincere, many 
interests, WLTM a younger male, 20-40, for 
friendship, can accommodate. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420457 

Just Friends 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 pe 
minute plus your phone company’s ac 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes 
sage received. 


HANDSOME, attractive, fit, Indian, 
professional trucker, 38, WLTM attractive, 
honest, caring lady/mum, 31-45 for LTR. 
Colour unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 219790 


VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 

foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135 0 


MELANIE 47 seeks straight female 
friends for nights out, pubs, clubs, concerts, 
etc. Text only mailbox no: 5345662 
LONELY mother seeks female friends for 
enlivening/enlightening coffee chats, likes 
countryside animals etc. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4860241 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 01/02/16 
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asDRIVETlME 


Struggling with parking? 


New research shows that one 
in five qualified drivers (18 per 
cent), said they doubted their 
current driving skills would get 
them past an examiner - a figure 
which increased with age to peak 
at 24 per cent of over 65s. 

Research conducted by Young Driv¬ 
er, which provides driving lessons for 
10 to 17 year olds, questioned more 
than 1,000 UK drivers on skills relating 
to some of the best-known driving ma¬ 
noeuvres. 

Twenty eight per cent of drivers said they 
struggled to parallel park, with a further one 
in four (25 per cent), admitting that revers¬ 
ing into a parking bay was a challenge they 
preferred to avoid. For female drivers these 
figures increased to 36 and 30 per cent re¬ 
spectively. 

Worryingly, a quarter of all drivers (26 
per cent) said they regularly parked some 


distance from where they needed to be in 
order to get an ‘easier’ car parking space 
which didn’t require as much skill. One in six 
drivers (16 per cent) admitted they often felt 
nervous when it came to parking - rising to 
one in four (26 per cent) 18 to 25 year olds. 

And it seems it’s not just parking which 
causes issues - one in six (16 per cent) ad¬ 
mitted they struggle to complete a turn in the 
road without needing to undertake signifi¬ 
cantly more manoeuvres than the traditional 
three-point turn. 

Young Driver, the UK’s largest provider of 
pre-17 driving lessons, has produced a se¬ 
ries of ‘How To’ videos to help drivers master 
everything from parallel parking to revers¬ 
ing round a corner. And although they were 
produced for 10 to 17 year olds, the group’s 
research shows they are just as useful for 
parents needing a refresher too. 

Kim Stanton, head of Young Driver, said: 
“When you learn to drive you are taught 
specific techniques to help you get your 
parking and reversing spot on, every time. 




A quarter of all drivers 
said they regularly parked 
some distance from 
where they needed to 
be in order to get an 
‘easier’ car parking space 


But once you pass your test, unless you 
continue to use these techniques, the skills 
can quickly fade. Our new research shows 
that before long, many drivers are active¬ 
ly avoiding having to try, even if it means 
parking a long way from their destination 
and walking the rest of the way to avoid 
certain parking spaces! 

“We produced a selection of ‘How 
To’ videos to help our pupils, who range 
in ages from 10 to 17, by giving them a 
chance to study the key techniques online 
before and after their lessons. But it seems 
our new video training might be handy for 
mums and dads too, with many current 


drivers needing to brush up their skills! 
Tricky parking spots can often be avoid¬ 
ed, but what about when it comes to life- 
and-death situations such as emergency 
stops? Many of us say we can’t remember 
the last time we had to perform one in real 
life - which is obviously a good thing - but 
are we confident we could do it correctly if 
the need arose?” 

Young Driver’s series of ‘how to’ videos 
are available free at www.youngdriver.eu/ 
howto and include how to reverse park in 
a bay, parallel parking, reversing round a 
corner, emergency stops and a turn in the 
road. 



Halesowen Autos 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 





06/56 Jaguar XJ Sovereign 2.7TDVI Diesel Automatic 
60k, Silver,Alloys, Premium Cream Leather, Sat-Nav,Top Spec ■ Every Extra 

£9995 / £51 Per Week 



09/09 Audi A42.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 
5dr Multitronic Auto Estate, 88k, Black, Alloys, Digital Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£9495 / £49 Per Week 



09/59Toyota Auris 1.6 V-Matic TR Automatic 
*0NLY 3002 MILES 1 Grey,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 


09/58 Volkswagen Beetle 1.6 Sola Convertible 
*T0P SPEC* 69K, Silver, Red Electric Hood, Red Leather, 
Heated Seats,Air Con, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 



08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2D S Diesel 
4dr Automatic, 59k, Blue,Alloys, Half Cream Leather, Air Con, CD, E/windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 



09/59 Mini Cooper 1.6 D Diesel 

52k, Black with Chequered Roof, Alloys, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 



12/12 Skoda Fabia I.6TDI CRSE 

5dr Diesel Estate *£20 ROADTAX**Average 67 MPGI* 42k, Red, 

Alloys,Air-Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6495 / £34 Per Week 


09/09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

3dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Red Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, CD, Heated ft screen 

£6295 / £32 Per Week 



^ 03/53 Mercedes CL500 Automatic Coupe 
95k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather, Sat-Nav,Air Con, CD, BOSE 
Sound System, E/Windows 

£5995 / £65 Per Week 


I 


Finance example: 05/05 Nissan X-trail 2.2 dCi, Cash Price £3495, Deposit 300, Amount of credit £3195, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 60 Payments 
of £69.90 (£16.13 per week) Total amount payable £4793.44 (Includes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 



Express & Star 


a 

10/IOVauxhall Corsa l.4i 16V (100) Exclusiv 

5dr Automatic (AC) *0NLY 27480 miles 1 Silver,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 

[v 

05/55 Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi Club Diesel [120] 

5dr 7 Seater, 50k miles,White,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£4495 / £23 Per Week 

Cz 

07/56VauxhallVectra 3.0V6 CDTi Elite Automatic 

82k, Grey, Sat-Nav,Tan Leather,Alloys,Air Con, Heated Seats, CD, E/Windows 

£3995 / 23 Per Week 


1 04/54 Mercedes CI80KAvantgardeSE 

1 4dr Automatic, 76k, Silver,Alloys, Half Leather,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

I £3995/£23 Per Week 

□ 

1 04/04 Mercedes C220CDI Diesel SE 

1 3dr Automatic Coupe, 77k, Silver, Panoramic Roof,Alloys, 

1 Grey Leather, CD,Air-Con, E/Windows 

1 £3995/£23 Per Week 

□a 

04/54Toyota Rav 4 2.0 XT4 

5dr,*0NE OWNER plus supplying dealer*, 93k, Silver,Alloys, 

Black Leather,Air Con, CD, E/Windows, FSH 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 


08/08 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDCi Diesel Edge 

5dr (140) Automatic, 118k, Blue, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 

& 

08/58 Ford Focus 1.6 ZetecTD Diesel 

5 dr, 99k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3695 / £20 Per Week 

m 

07/07 Hyundai Getz l.l CDX 

ONLY 18k miles, Red,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£2995 / £16 Per Week 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE 
LATEST MANUFACTURER 
& DEALER OFFERS 
RY VISITING 
OUR SHOW 




REVIEW YOUR NEW 

BEFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 


DRIVING EXPERIENCE 

- COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

E VIDEO REVIEWSPlEALERSHIP INFORMATION 
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expressandstar.com/drivetime 
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Smooth cat 
is stylish, 
sleek and 
fuel-efficient 




By John Griffiths 


It’s a challenge to design a ‘clean sheet’ new 
car that is better than its predecessor but still 
screams out the heritage and core values of 
its makers. 

But that is the new Jaguar XF - sleek and sporty 
style that couldn’t really be anything else but a ‘Big 
Cat’ with more than a hint of its flagship big brother, 
the XJ. 

Yet it isn’t all about show or brand identity, as under the 
skin it is entirely new, packed with the latest technology to 
make it a daunting prospect for its premium brand German 
rivals. The new XF has grace and pace: coupe looks but 
with a bigger, more luxurious interior with the latest in high 
tech toys to keep you entertained and in touch. 

It is based around the latest Wolverhampton-built Inge- 
nium turbo diesel engine which produces plenty of power 
while significantly cutting fuel consumption and C02 emis¬ 
sions, potentially saving its owners thousands of pounds in 
VED and benefit-in-kind tax. 

With new, slippier aerodynamics and aluminium architec¬ 
ture replacing the old steel construction - the XF has shed 
some 190kgs - the figures are impressive. With the lowest 
powered (163PS) engine and manual gearbox they are 
more than 70mpg and a mere 104g’km - much more super¬ 
mini territory than executive express. Even the 180PS option 
with eight speed auto transmission the figures are an aver¬ 
age 65.7mpg and a lowly 114g’/km. Those compare with 
129g/km for the old car, so the tax advantages are obvious. 

With competitive insurance ratings and new measures to 
cut the cost of repairs, the XF now goes to the top of its 
class when it comes to benefit in kind tax, residual values 
and whole life costs. 

I love design when form and function come together in 
perfect harmony. While the new XF has much more sporting 
lines, that’s true of its behaviour, too. 

Weight 

The basis of its improved dynamics start with its lighter 
weight of its aluminium structure, which is also 25 per cent 
stiffer so that steering and suspension work to the optimum. 

Plus it’s slightly shorter - not by much, admittedly - but 
that’s combined with a longer wheelbase and significantly 
shorter front overhang. While that helps to improve han¬ 
dling, and enhancing the XF’s coupe-like good looks, it also 
allowed the engineers to build a car with more generous 
levels of head, knee and legroom for rear seat passengers. 

At the same time, they have endowed the braking system 
with more pedal feel for the driver, and upgraded the sus¬ 
pension system. 

The range starts at £32,300 for the 163PS manual, while 
the extra power of the 180PS engine starts costs £500 extra, 
model for model. 

For those who want even more go there are two V6 range 
toppers - a 300PS turbo diesel and a 380PS petrol, both 
of which only come with the ZF eight-speed auto gearbox. 

The test car was the 180PS automatic in top specification 
Portfolio trim, which comes in at £39,050. 

From the moment you sit down in the big soft leather 
seats it feels every inch a Jaguar. You’re surrounded by soft, 
stitched leather and wood venees, chrome switch gear and 
a simplified cockpit layout thanks to central colour touch¬ 
screen and digital instrument display. 

It pulls away smoothly and in virtual silence, but once 
you reach the open road you get some measure of the XF’s 
pace. It’s 180 horses isn’t massively powerful by executive 
car standards, but you have to factor in its light weight to get 
some measure of how the car performs. 

The Portfolio spec car is packed with the latest safety 
equipment including stability and traction control, hill start 
assist, autonomous emergency braking, trailer stability con¬ 
trol, rear parking sensors, brake pad wear warning and mul¬ 
tiple airbags. Climate control, electric windows and a sur¬ 
round sound stereo system add to the standard package. 

It also has Jaguar’s latest ‘InControl’ touch screen naviga¬ 
tion system with Wifi. Imagine, for example, you’re heading 
for an appointment in a strange city - the system will given 
you a choice of potential parking spots in the vicinity and, 
once parked, switches seamlessly to your smartphone to 
guide you to your final destination. 

The Jaguar’s digital instruments are extremely clear and 
easy to read in all lights, but I confess I find myself increas¬ 
ingly seduced by the ‘head up display’ in cars. Jaguar 
charges an extra £1,220 for its laser-operated ‘HUD’ but for 
me it’s money well spent. Having your actual speed, the cur¬ 
rent speed limit and block diagrams of the next junction dis¬ 
played in clear symbols in front of you is a really boost for 
safety and convenience when navigating unfamiliar territory. 

The new XF is arguably one of the most sleek and stylish 
or the executive saloons. With the major changes under the 
skin, it’s also now one of the most cost-efficient of the breed, 
too. 


Oa 



Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


Our Low Mileage Selection 


62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto SE Auto Blue Only 5000 Miles 
14 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 6000 Miles 
62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles 
14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles 
62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto Black Only 12000 Miles 
64 Zafira Tourer 1.8 Techline Silver Only 14000 Miles 
62 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 15000 Miles 
62 Astra 1.6 SRI 180 Red Only 16000 Miles 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Blue Only 17000 Miles 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Caffe Latte Only 17000 Miles 

62 Kia Picanto 1.0 1 5dr White Only 18000 Miles 

63 Fiesta 1.0 Eco Titanium Silver Only 18000 Miles 
Polo 1.2 60 S Silver Only 18000 Miles 


11 

Citroen 

62 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Plus White 19k 
10 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Grey 31k 
60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21k 
59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 
62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS Blue 28k 
09 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI SX EGS Gold 38k 
12 C4 G Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Brown 36k 
07 C4 G Picasso 2.0 VTR+ EGS Silver 74k 

59 Picasso 1.6 HDI Desire Silver 73k 
Ford 

57 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Cl 3dr 

60 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3dr Blue 25k 
04 C-Max 1.8 Ghia Silver 86k 

63 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 26k 
10 Mondeo 2.0 Titan X Est Auto Black 80k 
Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue 22k 
62 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Silver 26k 
08 Note 1.6 Acenta 5dr Silver 43k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Silver 26k 
12 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 25k 
62 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 44k 
62 Qashqai 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto White 34k 



Vauxhall 



62 

Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Tourer Auto Silver 33k 

£6,995 


62 

Astra 2.0 CDTI Elite 165 PS Black 20k 

£8,995 

£7,995 

12 

Meriva 1.4 SE Blue 20k 

£7,495 

£6,995 

62 

Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k 

£7,495 

£9,495 

12 

Antara 2.2 CDTI Exc Auto Black 24k 

£10,995 

£27,995 

62 

Zafira 1.7 CDTI Design Bronze 27k 

£8,995 

£10,995 

Other 


£12,495 

62 

Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LS Grey 27k 

£7,795 

£7,995 

58 

Fiat Gr Punto 1.4 Eleganza Auto Blue 45k 

£3,795 

£8,795 

58 

Fiat 500 1.2 Lounge 3dr Red 58k 

£4,795 

£6,995 

58 

Mazda MX5 2.0 Convertible Red 41k 

£6,995 

£7,495 

56 

Mini Cooper 1.6 Silver 56k 

£4,495 

£5,295 

63 

Mitsubishi ASX 1.6 2 White 27k 

£10,795 

£9,495 j 

62 

Peugeot 208 1.4 HDI Allure Grey 43k 

£6,995 

£6,495 

62 

Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI Access Silver 32k 

£7,995 


62 

Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDI Active II EGC Sky Blue 21k 

£10,495 

£8,495 

60 

Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Beige 23k 

£7,495 

£5,795 

60 

Renault Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Dynam Black 53k 

£7,495 

£6,295 

57 

Renault Twingo 1.2 Dynamique Silver 

£2,495 

£5,795 

63 

Skoda Yeti 1.2 TSI SE DSG Black 57k 

£10,495 

£6,495 

62 

Toyota Yaris 1.3 WT-I TR Grey 20k 

£7,295 

£7,495 

55 

VW Passat 1.9 TDI S 105 4dr Blue 97k 

£2,995 


£4,995 

£9,995 

£3,795 

£3,995 

£2,495 

£5,995 

£2,495 

£12,995 

£5,995 

£6,695 

£6,995 

£3,995 

£6,995 

£8,495 

£9,995 

£11,995 


Only 500 Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


DRIVE AWAY TODAY 

£99 mom 


* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles o e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service history 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park,Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Lake Como, 

St Moritz 

and the Bernina Express 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 



Follow the Fall Colours 
Washington, New York 
and Boston 

Price includes 

/ Return flights 

/ Seven nights room-only hotel accommodation 
/ Visits and free time in Washington, New York and Boston 
optional city tours are also offered) 

/ Drive through the Blue Ridge mountains 
and Shenandoah National Park to Charlottesville 
/ Visit to Newport, Rhode Island 
/ Other optional excursions also offered 
/ Services of a tour manager 
/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTAV7812, ATOL 2325) 


DAYS: 9 DEPARTS VARIOUS DATES 


Explore a trio of great cities plus some stunning 
countryside against the striking background of the 
Fall’s russet red and golden colours. 

A full day visit is made to the US capital Washington 
with time to explore at leisure or the chance to join an 
optional guided city tour. 

In New York, shop till you drop in some of the world’s 
most iconic stores, take in some of the many famous 
sights, or perhaps take a stroll in Central Park. 

Boston is America’s most European city. Maybe take 
a walk around the harbour and visit colourful Quincy 
market with its bars, restaurants and speciality stalls. Or 
on the optional city tour, discover the rich and colourful 
history and take in the sights. 

One of the highlights will be the included tour and visit 
to Charlottesville where the spirit of earliest America 
is preseved in magnolia lined streets and some of the 
countries oldest dwellings. 

Continue on into Virginia’s fabled Blue Ridge mountains 
where breathtaking natural wonders can be explored in 
Shenandoah National Park. 

A scenic journey leads to the maritime resort town 
of Newport, Rhode Island with its beautiful seafront 
mansions and famous harbour. 


Theatre by coach 



Price includes 
/ Return coach travel 

/ Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a four-star 
outer London hotel 

/ Ticket for either a Saturday matinee or Saturday evening 
performance of a choice of West End shows 
/ Return coach transfers from the West End to the hotel 
/ Services of a coach driver/tour representative 
/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

The from price and price bands vary for each show - see 
brochure/web page for details. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTAV4782) 


2 VARIOUS DATES 


London is the natural home of theatre and the 
musical is king in the world-famous West End. 

The winning combination of engaging writing, 
captivating stage design and commanding performance 
has enabled London theatres to achieve box office 
smashes time and time again. 

Choose from a wide selection of West End musicals 
including classics such as Les Miserables, Phantom 
of the Opera and The Lion King or why not choose 
something more contemporary like Kinky Boots, Thriller 
and Charlie and the Chocolate factory. There is also 
the option to upgrade the theatre ticket, depending on 
availability. 

There are two options travelling by coach from which to 
choose, Saturday Night Theatre or a Theatre Weekend 
with Evening Meal. 

The Saturday Night Theatre break, from £149. 95 , 
includes a ticket for the evening show, whereas the 
Theatre Weekend with Dinner option starts from £159. 95 
and includes an evening meal following the matinee 
performance. 


/ Return flights 

/ Seven nights half-board accommodation in a choice of hotels 
on Lake Como 

/ Journey on the Bernina Express 

/ Visits to St Moritz and Lugano 

/ Guided tours of Bergamo and Villa del Balbianello 

/ Lake cruise to Bellagio 

/ Services of a tour manager 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


Normandy 
by Eurostar 




DAYS: 8 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 


/ Return standard class reserved seat on Eurostar 
/ Return rail connections to London 
/ Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Guided walk of Rouen 

/ Visits to the Bayeaux Tapestry, Benedictine Palace, Honfleur, 
Arromanches and Second World War D-Day beaches 
/ Services of a tour manager 
/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTAV4744, ATOL 3430) 


DAYS: 5 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 


Best of the Dutch 
Bulbfields 




/ Return coach travel and Channel crossings 
/ Three nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Entrance to Keukenhof Gardens 
/ Visits to Amsterdam and Bruges 
/ Services of a tour manager 
/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Beautiful Fjords of 
Western Norway 



DAYS: 4 DEPARTS: APRIL 14 AND 28 I 


/ Return flights 

/ Seven nights half-board accommodation in a fjord-side hotel 
/ Excursion by boat to Bergen 
/ Fjord-life tour 

/ Optional excursions also offered 

/ Services of a tour manager 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


DAYS: 8 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 


BBC Good Food 

Bakes and Cakes Show 


¥ 



/ Return coach travel 

/ Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a three-star 
outer London Hotel 

/ Entrance to the BBC Good Food Show and the BBC Good 
Food Bakes and Cakes Show in London 
/ Seat in the Supertheatre 
/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour manager 
/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


DAYS: 2 DEPARTS: NOVEMBER 12 


London Welsh 
Festival 

of Male Voice Choirs 




/ Return coach travel 

/ Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at an 
outer London Hotel 

/ Rear circle seat for the London Welsh Festival of Male Voice 
Choirs (upgrade offered) 

/ Panoramic sightseeing tour of London or free time in London 
/ Services of a tour manager 
/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


DAYS: 2 DEPARTS: OCTOBER 15 


Jersey 


Lying 100 miles from 
the mainland and 
just 14 miles from the 
French coast, this tiny 
island is packed with 
history, and tradition. 
Choose to stay from 
between three and 
seven nights. 

Themed breaks are 
also offered - see the 
brochure for details. 


Price includes 

/ Return flights from Manchester or Birmingham 
/ Bed and breakfast accommodation at the three-star 
Mayfair Hotel in St Helier 
/ Entertainment in the hotel 
y Return transfers from the airport in Jersey 
/ Special offers for bookings made before March 31 
y One item of checked in baggage 
y Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 

Organised by Modern Hotels (ABTA V3101, ATOL 0752) 



4 TO 8 MARCH TO DECEMBER 


STAR READER TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star and Shropshire Star, offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms and 
conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel is unable to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 































Brummies 
Stoke fires 
for opening 
night clash 

BIRMINGHAM Surestop Brum¬ 
mies will get their 2016 season un¬ 
der way with a Good Friday clash 
against Stoke. 

The Perry Barr outfit, reigning 
National League champions, host 
their local rivals in the National 
Trophy on March 25 at 7.30pm. 

The club have also confirmed 
that their Press and Practice day 
will take place on Wednesday, 
March 23, with a pre-season fans 
forum also being held in the main 
grandstand the same night. 

Brummies boss Graham Drury 
said: “Press and Practice mixed 
with the fans forum on the same 
night means we’re in for a jam 
packed Wednesday, further details 
of which will be announced nearer 
the time. 

“We’re really looking forward 
to hosting Stoke on Good Friday; 
it will be good to get going with a 
competitive fixture against a tasty 
looking side who happen to be one 
of our local rivals.” 

Season tickets are still available. 
Full price details and information 
of how to order can be found via 
http://www.birminghambrum- 
mies.co/admission 

Meanwhile, Brummies still have 
sponsorship and commercial op¬ 
portunities available for the forth¬ 
coming season. 

Drury emphasised the impor¬ 
tance of financial support and 
feels the club has a lot to offer local 
businesses in return. 

“The more backing you’ve got, 
the further you can go and at Bir¬ 
mingham Speedway we have really 
high ambitions,” he said. 

Further information and full de¬ 
tails can be found by clicking the 
‘commercial’ tab at birmingham- 
brummies.co 


Danyon feels 
at Hume for 
his new side 

BIRMINGHAM have completed 
their 2016 line-up with the signing 
of Danyon Hume. The 19-year-old 
has become the final rider to put pen 
to paper with the Surestop Brum¬ 
mies as they aim to successfully de¬ 
fend their National League crown. 

Team manager Graham Drury is 
delighted to have captured the Buck¬ 
inghamshire-based racer. 

“His attitude is spot on and I 
know he’s going to go down well 
with the Birmingham supporters,” 
he said. 

Hume said he was thrilled to be 
joining a ‘brilliant team of riders’. 

“They’re one of the bigger clubs in 
the National League and everything 
about them is so professional,” he 
said. 

2016 Birmingham Brummies: Zach Wajtknecht, 
Tom Perry, Darryl Ritchings, Tom Bacon, Danyon 
Hume, Jack Smith, Jack Parkinson-Blackburn, 
Emerson Jones (No.8) 


Lennox to make up for lost time 



Halesowen boxer Lennox Clarke 


HALESOWEN’S Lennox Clarke is 
eager to make up for lost time when 
he battles for a belt at Walsall Town 
Hall this month. 

The hard-hitting super middle¬ 
weight tops the bill when profes¬ 
sional boxing returns to the venue 
on Friday February 19. 

Clarke was due to take on Mid¬ 
lands middleweight champion Craig 
Cunningham last October, but 
pulled out through injury. Brummie 
southpaw Cunningham has now 
moved on with the title. Instead, 


Clarke will attempt to seize the Brit¬ 
ish Challenge crown against three¬ 
time Southern area title challenger 
Richard Horton, aged 34. 

The ‘Undefeated’ show is pro¬ 
moted by Black Country Boxing 
and ring legend Ricky Hatton, who 
will lead Wednesbury’s Sam Evans, 
Pauly Upton, Reuben Arrowsmith 
and big heavyweight Nathan Gor¬ 
man into battle. 

A Black Country heavyweight fea¬ 
tures in West Bromwich’s Matt Gor¬ 
don. Also in action is Manny Zaber, 


from Old Hill. Meanwhile, Christian 
Amendola hit a steep learning curve 
as his England Youth Championship 
hopes evaporated. 

He was pulled out by the referee 
before the first round was over of his 
bout at the Wallace Centre, Stoke- 
on-Trent. 

Amendola, from Priory Park 
Boxing Club in Dudley, swapped 
leather at 60kg in the area semi-fi¬ 
nal against Jamie Edwards, from 
Triumph in Coventry, but came off 
second best. 


Greg is Lynch-pin to 


widen golf's appeal 



Pro golfer Greg Lynch, during a golf workshop at Oakham Primary, Tividale, helping youngsters get into the sport 


PGA pro Greg Lynch hopes that 
coaching youngsters across the 
Black County proves a sure-fire way 
to make the sport of golf cool. 

Lynch, who hails from Birmingham but 
began his training at Halesowen Golf Club 
before moving on to coach at Warley Woods, 
set up his GL Golfing Academy almost sev¬ 
en years ago and has since coached thou¬ 
sands across the region. 

Generally one of the sports that struggles with 
an elitist image, golf has faced an uphill struggle 
in recent times but things are brightening up ac¬ 
cording to Lynch. 

He said: “A big part of what I’m trying to do 
is get the sport away from elitism. Golf needs to 
be more accessible, especially for the youngsters. 

“What we’re doing at Warley Woods at the mo¬ 
ment is great. It’s a nine hole pay and play. 

“There is no dress code. You can show up in 
your jeans and trainers rather than the old style 
of colours and trousers, where you needed a 
membership. It can definitely put youngsters off. 

Several 

“With Rory Mcllroy you have a good young 
sportsman putting a across a message about ac¬ 
cessibility.” Lynch, who played several pro am 
events and turned professional in 2008, soon 
found himself turning his hand to coaching a year 
later. “We’re coaching around 800 students every 
year through the academy,” he added. 

“My vision was to grow the game and its par¬ 
ticipation levels. Everything spiralled from there, 
really. I work with around 25-30 schools in the 
area including 15 in Sandwell. All of the schools 
have taken really well to it. Brandhall Primary 
School in Oldbury is one of the schools I’ve been 
working with for a while and I try and encourage 
the kids to get involved at Warley Woods. 

“With the primary schools I tend to make it 
more fun-based activities. They learn the ba¬ 
sics - the hold and the stance - and if they enjoy 
it they come to the club and learn more about 
techniques. Back when I learned it was very ‘old 
school’. We would line up and it was almost like 
an army procedure, but research has shown the 
kids want it more fun and relaxed.” 

Springfield Primary School, in Rowley Regis, 
and Ormiston Forge Academy, in Cradley Heath, 


are two more schools looking to acquire Lynch’s 
unique training services, while Bristnall Hall in Old¬ 
bury is another secondary school that proves children 
in their teenage years are also keen to get involved. 

He added: “The Lyng Primary School (West Brom¬ 
wich) has really tried to push it into its curriculum. It 
links with maths and helps with things like life skills 
and honesty. We’re really trying to promote things 
like teamwork, respect and honesty.” 


Lynch received a huge set of Tri-Golf equipment 
from the Golf Foundation that helps the coaching 
function. He also receives financial help from other 
organisations, such as the Sandwell Play Scheme on 
behalf of Sandwell Council. 

Any schools, colleges or those of any age looking to 
get in the swing of things can contact Lynch on en- 
quiries@glgolfacademy.com or visit http://glgolfacad- 
emy.com/ - for several different tuition courses. 


Morris eager 
to get back 
in the saddle 
for Heathens 

CRADLEY fans favourite Ashley 
Morris is counting down the days 
to his first meeting back with the 
club. 

Morris, who won every honour 
possible with the Heathens dur¬ 
ing his four seasons with them, is 
set for an emotional return to the 
green, red and white. 

And he admits he will be on 
guard to avoid any complacency 
after a successful spell with King’s 
Lynn in the top flight last season. 

Morris said: “Obviously I hav¬ 
en’t ridden in the National League 
for a couple of years, but I know 
I’m still going to have to be at 
my best - and I can’t wait to get 
started back with Cradley. 

“I obviously haven’t got a team 
place in the Premier League but 
I’m viewing the situation posi¬ 
tively and I’m delighted to be back 
with Cradley. 

“I’m excited for the season to 
start now and I’m just looking to 
make the most of it. If I’m going 
out and winning races it can only 
help me and build my confidence 
no matter what level it’s at, so 
that’s what I’ll be trying to do. 

“The last season I had with Cra¬ 
dley was great, so if I can get back 
to that form and win races on a 
regular basis again to help us win 
meetings that will be brilliant.” 

Tickets are running out as the 
new-look Heathens prepare to 
meet with supporters for the first 
time ahead of the new season. 

Only 30 tickets remain for their 
Season Launch Night at Cradley 
Heath Liberal Club on Monday, 
March 21. 

They cost £5, from the club shop 
in Cradley Heath Market or on the 
club’s official website, cradleyhea- 
thens.co, via Paypal. 
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Whiley looks 
at positives 
after defeat 

HALESOWEN star Jordanne Whi¬ 
ley admitted she was gutted to 
lose at the semi-final stage of the 
Australian Open wheelchair tennis 
women’s doubles - but feels there 
are positives to take. 

Jordanne and her partner Lucy 
Shuker - 2012 Olympic bronze med¬ 
allists - were edged out over three 
sets in the semi-final, 7-6, 4-6, 6-3 by 
Dutch top seeds Jiske Griffioen and 
Aniek van Koot. 

“I’m absolutely gutted,” said Whi¬ 
ley. “I gave it everything I had out 
there but it was just not to be. 

“There are a lot of positives that 
we can take.” 

Shuker said: “It was a good match 
today in tough conditions. There are 
a lot of positives to take away and 
I’m looking forward to continuing 
the hard work ready for the next 
tournaments leading up to Rio.” 


Buy and sell with our 
new look Classifieds 



ClassffiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



Brought to you by Express & Star 
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Victories put 
Glassboys in 
play-off reach 

Stourbridge 2 Marine 0 

THE Glassboys moved to within a point 
of the play-offs with a goal in each half 
on Monday night. 

The visitors played their part in the 
game and it was the Merseysiders who 
made the running early on. But they 
couldn’t convert their first half pressure 
into goals. 

Stourbridge grabbed the opener on 19 
minutes when Leon Broadhurst broke 
into the box and squared it for Karl 
Hawley to easily score his 22nd goal of 
the season. 

On 52 minutes though it was 2-0 when 
Justin Richards laid the ball off for Chris 
Lait who stepped into the box and side¬ 
footed the ball into the net. 

The result lifted the Glassboys to sixth 
in the table, one place outside the play¬ 
off places with three games in hand. 

Stourbridge 5 Hyde United 1 
ASSISTANT manager Jon Ford has de¬ 
manded “more of the same” from his 
Stourbridge side after last Saturday’s 
emphatic demolition job over the Tigers. 

Goals from Karl Hawley, Matt Dodd 
and Chris Lait ended the contest by half¬ 
time before second half goals from Justin 
Richards and Ashley Vincent rounded off 
an impressive victory for the Glassboys. 

“It was the perfect day apart from con¬ 
ceding right at the end,” Ford said. 

• Stourbridge are running a support¬ 
ers’ coach to their FA Trophy third- 
round tie at Nantwich on Saturday. This 
will depart from Old Wharf Road, by the 
ground, at 11.45am. 

Seats can be booked, subject to avail¬ 
ability, by contacting Jim McComish on 
07966 568767 after 5pm. 

The fare will be £10 for club members 
and £15 for non-members. 

Victory over the Cheshire outfit would 
take the Glassboys through to the last 
eight for the first time since the 1971. 

Heavyweight champ 
Fury tops the bill 
at sporting dinner 

CONTROVERSIAL world heavyweight 
champion Tyson Fury will be the fea¬ 
ture attraction of a sportsman’s dinner 
in Birmingham next month. 

The reigping IBO, WBO and WBA 
‘super’ titlist will take centre stage at 
the newly-opened Vox Centre - part of 
Resorts World in the National Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre - on Friday February 19. 

The 27-year-old Mancunian will be 
interviewed on the night by Telford’s 
Richie Woodhall, the former WBC super 
middleweight champion and boxing pun¬ 
dit. 

Standard tickets have all sold out but 
gold and platinum passes are still avail¬ 
able, either per person or at a reduced 
rate for tables of 10. 

Gold, costing £75, includes seating in 
the middle of the hall, a three-course 
meal and a photo opportunity, for an 
extra £20, with Fury. 

VIP, at £150, includes ‘premier’ seat¬ 
ing, the meal and the picture included in 
the price. Sponsorship packages are also 
available. Call promoter Ken Purchase 
on 07976 842 383 or to buy online, visit 
www.boxfroguk.com 


Sticky conditions for club runners 


IT was another Saturday and another muddy 
field to run round for athletes from Dudley King- 
swinford Running Club. 

Rather than the bread and butter of the Bir¬ 
mingham League this was like a cup game as the 
muddy field was in Loughborough and the event 
was the Midlands Cross Country Championships, 
attracting clubs from all four points of the com¬ 
pass, making it a particularly competitive event. 

Originally due to be held at Stafford Com¬ 
mon, waterlogging at the original venue meant 
a change of plan with Prestwold Hall in Leices¬ 
tershire stepping in at almost the eleventh hour. 

The additional travelling distance put a num- 
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her of runners off but DK were still able to field a 
strong team to race round the three lap, 12 kilo¬ 
metre course. 

Despite a very gluey surface churned up by pre¬ 
vious age group races, Ben Foster was first home 
for the blue hoops in 55th place in 43.07, Rob 
Meredith was not too far behind in 62nd in 43.20. 

However Matt Biggs was forced to pull out 
after two laps, the sticky conditions and uncer¬ 
tain surface aggravating a hamstring problem. 
This left Dave Norman to take third place for the 


club in 161st in 49.10, Daren Thompson finishing 
fourth counter in 166th in 49.35, Simon Blizzard 
was 178th in 49.54 and Darran Bishop was sixth 
counter for the club finishing in 199th in 50.59. 

Knocking on the door of the A team, Mark 
Homer came home in 216th in 52.07, Kieran Pitt 
was 250th in 54.18, Paul Silk was 268th in 55.30 
and Graham Wildgoose was 272nd in 55.52. 

With Notts AC, Tipton Harriers and Owls AC 
taking the medals DK came home a very respect¬ 
able 13th of the 32 clubs, ahead of the big-hitters 
of Wolverhampton & Bilston, Birchfield Harriers 
and Halesowen AC. 


VISITORS SHOW 
THEIR POWER 


Groundhog Day feeling for DK 



Ollie Shakespeare seen for DK with the ball against Bridgnorth in a closely fought contest 


Old Halesonians 10 Scunthorpe 28 

THIS was to be a defining 
game for a play-off position 
and Scunthorpe showed their 
strength in most aspects of the 
game. 

Traditionally Hales start strongly 
and tend to dominate early but here, 
the visitors attacked from the off. 

Their forward power was evident and pressure 
on a Hales clearance kick forced a charge down 
and an early try. 

Hales came back but could not stem the for¬ 
ward power of the visitors who again scored from 
a loose maul to take a 10-0 lead. 

The shocked home side needed to rally and 
gained a penalty which Dave Hadkiss kicked. 

Hales put some passages together but failed to 
break the defence and could not produce enough 
phases. Replacements were used, Steve Leach for 
Guy Field and Owen Jones for Jay Martin. 

More pressure by Scunthorpe resulted in a 
converted penalty for a 13-3 half-time advantage. 

The second half started more positively with 
aggressive tackling and running by back row 
Tom Jordan, Max Macfarlane and Loz Breese. 

But the visitors continued to use their simple 
tactical play to make ground down the field. They 
won a line out in the home 22, a catch and drive 
for an easy converted try. From the kick off an¬ 
other attack by Scunthorpe resulted in a Hales 
infringement and another penalty, which the 
visitors kicked. 

Hales were forced to make changes to try to 
stem the flow. On 65 minutes constant pressure 
by Hales saw hooker Pete Fitzgerald collect the 
ball 10 metres out and drive for a score, con¬ 
verted by Hadkiss. 

This gave the home side some encouragement 
and they continued to put pressure on. But the 
Scunthorpe defence stood strong and they re¬ 
turned the pressure to the home 22. Another 
infringement by Hales led to another line out, a 
catch and drive and the final score in the corner. 

Hales vie to stay in contention with a rear¬ 
ranged home league fixture against Peterbor¬ 
ough Lions this Saturday, kick off 2.15pm. 

Old Hales 2nds lost 32-17 at Derby, while the 
fourths lost at Bromsgrove vets. 


DK 16 Bridgnorth 23 

DK were left with a feeling of Groundhog Day 
thanks to a narrow defeat with a late try. 

In the 17th minute Bridgnorth were trying 
to relieve the pressure, and were penalised by 
the referee for crossing, up stepped Duncan 
Tompkins and DK were on the scoreboard. 

The DK pressure built up during this period 
of the game, and a quick penalty by Connah 
Jones was rewarded by the awarding of another 
penalty closer to the posts, Tompkins kicked 
for goal and put DK into the lead. 

The third quarter has been the time in re¬ 
cent weeks when DK have taken control on 


the game and scored points, but not here. 
Bridgnorth inside centre Will Crossley, pow¬ 
ered over to make it 10-6, and that was soon 
15-6 when the visitors took full advantage of a 
loose ball to add a further try. 

DK came back into the game and the award 
of a penalty try was followed by a Tompkins 
conversion and another Tompkins penalty gave 
DK a 16-15 lead. 

So DK were in the lead with 10 minutes to 
go, until Groundhog Day struck again. 

Bridgnorth 10 Matt Farrington cut through 
the defence to score, making it 20-16 and the 
scoring was finished by a Bridgnorth penalty. 

DK travel to Burton on February 13. 


Home loss 
for Stour is 
major blow 

Stourbridge 3 Leicester Lions 10 

STOUR’S National 2 North campaign 
suffered a major blow with this home 
loss. 

Despite dominating first half posses¬ 
sion and territory, Stour were guilty of 
trying to force matters, their endeavour 
undone by handling errors and a well or¬ 
ganised Lions’ defence. 

On an afternoon to forget, Stour sal¬ 
vaged a losing bonus point thanks only 
to the wayward boot of the visitors’ out¬ 
side half Jon Williams who missed four 
kicks at goal. 

Stour had a let-off when Lions winger 
Sam Benjamin scorched round the cover 
to draw the last defender but with the 
line at his mercy centre Luke Veebel 
fumbled the scoring pass and the score- 
board remained untroubled at the break. 

That was to change very quickly when 
the teams took the field for the second 
half. 

Stour aimlessly kicked away posses¬ 
sion near halfway to set up a Lions’ 
attack, Williams ghosted through a gap 
in the defensive line and linked with his 
wide runners, Benjamin crossing for a 
try in front of the scoreboard barely a 
minute in. 

A fluffed clearance kick gifted the 
visitors another opportunity to run at 
the Stour defences, both sides coughing 
up the ball cheaply before replacement 
backrow Will Roach reacted quickest, 
burst through a gap in the misaligned 
Stour fringe defences and galloped 35m 
to score. 

Stour frustration resulted in a re¬ 
versed penalty directly in front of 
their posts but again Williams failed to 
convert. Stour opted for points when 
awarded a penalty at the other end and 
fullback Tom Mitchell’s kick brought 
them back within a score. 

On Sunday, Stour travel to Coventry 
to take on Broadstreet. 

Yeltz suffer third 
defeat on the trot 

Whitby Town 2 Halesowen Town 1 

HALESOWEN suffered their third 
league defeat in a row, with all three 
goals in the game coming in eight sec¬ 
ond-half minutes. 

Mikey Roberts missed an open goal at 
the start of the second half but made no 
mistake moments later. 

Kaiman Anderson equalised for Hale¬ 
sowen on 57 minutes when his shot was 
blocked by the legs of goalkeeper Shane 
Bland, but the ball looped into the goal. 

Roberts saw a mis-hit shot squeeze 
past Rowley for the winner. 

Halesowen are in 14th place ahead of 
Saturday’s visit of Salford City. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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